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MIRZA    TO    SELIM, 

He  takes  notice  of  the  death  of  an  eminent  rabbi^ 
mentioning  fame  odd  circumjlances  attending  his 
preceding  illnefs — expatiates  inpraife  of  Solomon's 
ivifdom — inquires  where  the  foul  of  the  departed 
rabbi  is  lodged — and  concludes  with  an  ex- 
hortation to  friend/hip  in  the  region  of  the 
invifibles, 

TH  E  rabbi  whofe  indifpofition  I  made  men- 
tion  of  in  my  laft,  is  no  longer  a  tenant  of 
mortality.  He  commenced  an  immortal  on  the 
tenth  of  the  prefent  moon,  about  the  fifth  watch 
in  the  morning.  But  the  arreft  by  the  hand  of 
the  grim  monarch  was  not  fudden,  For  on  the 
fecond  day  of  the  preceding  week  the  angel  of 
the  grave  intimated  his  intended  approach,  by 
commiflioning  the  gout  to  attack  him  in  the  dif- 
guife  of  an  apoplexy ;  which  conveyed  him  into 
,  B  Hi9 
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the  cold  embrace  of  the  king  of  terrors,  who 
peaceably  ufhered  him  into  the  region  of  the  invi- 
fibles. 

Though  his  departure  was  expected,  and  his 
tranfition  eafy,  there  were  neverthelefs  fome  cir- 
cumftances  which  rendered  his  removal  furprifing 
to  his  furviving  friends. 

He  had  been  confined  to  his  chamber  with  a 
flight  pain  and  fwelling  of  his  ancles  near  three 
weeks,  which  fymptoms  were  fo  much  abated  on 
the  28th  of  the  laft  moon,  that  he  came  down  into 
his  parlour  on  that  day,  and  cheerfully  acknow- 
ledged a  fuperiority  of  health  to  what  he  had  en- 
joyed for  fome  years.  His  evening  repaft  was 
accompanied  with  two  or  three  of  his  acquaintan- 
ces, who  obferved  him  to  be  remarkably  facetious, 
and  congratulated  him  on  the  improvement  of  his 
fpirits.  But  fcarcely  were  they  arrived  at  their 
refpe&ive  homes,  ere  a  meflenger  followed  with  the 
lamentable  news  of  the  doctor's  illnefs*  There  is 
alfo  an  occurrence,  which  I  mult  not  omit  to  men- 
tion, becaufe  it  hath  furnifhed  fpeculation  to  many 
of  this  place,  and  perhaps  may  do  the  fame  to 
thee,  if  thou  be  fond  of  ftrange  narratives,  and  thy 
mind  have  a  tendency  to  credulity. 

It  is  given  out,  that  this  ecclefiaftic  was  a  pro- 
phet, as  well  as  a  prieft.  Thefe  two  characters, 
2  thou 
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thou  knoweft,  were  often  blended  together  in  the 
priefthood  of  the  circumcifed  fons  of  Jacob.  But 
late  times  furnifh  few  inftances  of  the  province  of 
prieft  and  feer  centering  in  one  and  the  fame  per- 
fon.  Our  friend,  amidft  the  reveries  of  a  diftem- 
pered  imagination,  frequently  interrogated  thofe 
that  flood  about  his  couch,  "  who  was  to  fuc- 
ceed  him  in  his  fortune  r"  they  replied,  that  he 
was  the  propereft  perfon  to  appoint  his  fucceflbr ; 
but  that  they  imagined  the  relation  and  fondnefs, 
which  he  bore  to  his  brother,  would  probably  in- 
duce him  to  transfer  his  property  to  fo  near  a  rela- 
tion. To  all  which  the  dying  man  anfwered,  that 
fuch  were  his  intentions,  but  his  poor,  brother 
would  not  long  enjoy  the  inheritance ;  confirming 
his  fentiments  and  concern  with  a  pathetic  fhake 
of  his  head. 

The  diflblution  of  our  friends,  and  the  mortality 
which  awaits  ourfelves,  are  apt  to  fill  our  minds 
with  grief  and  anxiety.  To  reconcile  us  to  the 
lofs  of  our  acquaintances,  and  to  our  own  deceafe, 
what  volumes  have  been  compofed  !  It  is  the 
fond  theme  of  the  fchool-boy,  and  the  fermon  of 
the  aged  prelate  !  But  of  all  the  treatifes  which  I 
have  feen  upon  this  fubjecT:,  none  gives  me  more 
fatisfaclion  than  the  oriental  fragments  of  a  prince, 
who  once  fat  upon  the  throne  of  Ifrael.  The 
Hebrews  boaft  aloud  of  this  learned  monarch} 
B  2  and 
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and  truly  feveral  remnants  of  this  Jewifh  king's 
writings,  that  are  handed  down  to  us,  afford  a  juft 
occafion  to  believe  what  we  are  told  of  Solo- 
mon's wifdom ;  for  fo  they  named  their  favourite 
prince. 

Nor  perhaps  is  there  any  circumftance,  that 
tends  to  raife  in  our  minds  a  greater  idea  of  his 
underftanding,  than  the  firft  ftep,  which  he  took 
to  fecure  himfelf  upon  his  father's  throne.  His 
parent  and  predeceffor  was  called  to  the  govern- 
ment from  purfuing  the  meaneft  occupation  j  (for 
the  hiftory  fays,  that  he  followed  his  father's 
flocks  upon  the  mountains)  and  at  a  green  age, 
before  his  beard  had  ratified  his  manhood.  Under 
thefe  difadvantages  of  obfcure  birth,  and  unexpe- 
rienced life,  he*  was  fet  over  a  numerous  people 
eminently  factious,  and  given  to  change.  His 
reign,  as  might  well  be  expected,  was  a  perpetuated 
ftruggle  with  difficulties  and  diftrefs.  After  many 
years  he  died,  having  nominated,  a  little  before 
his  death,  this  fon,  of  a  late  marriage,  to  fucceed 
to  the  fceptre  of  Jerufalem ;  although  he  had  at 
•the  fame  time  other  fons,  who  were  the  offspring 
of  his  former  wives.  Solomon,  however,  feem- 
ingly  by  the  artifice  of  his  mother,  but  more  pro- 
perly by  the  immediate  will  of  Heaven,  afcended  the 
throne  in  fpite  of  the  attempts  of  his  brothers  to 
foreftall  him. 

Being 
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Being  thus  invefted  with  royal  power,  the  pru- 
dent youth  bethought  himfelf,  that  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  birth,  and  the  turbulent  difpofition 
of  his  fubje&s  would  not  fail  to  infpire  the  people 
'  with  a  contempt  of  their  young  monarch,  and  with 
meafures  to  dethrone  this  junior  ifTue  of  their  late 
king.  Under  thefe  difficulties  the  royal  boy  prof- 
trated  himfelf  before  the  Almighty;  and,  forbearing 
to  afk  for  power, grandeur,  and  riches  (which  a  man 
would  have  imagined  to  be  the  prevailing  paffion 
of  a  young  mind)  he  only  folicited  wifdom.  The 
ftory  adds,  that  his  petition  was  fo  exceeding 
pleafmg  to  God,  that  it  was  immediately  complied 
with  ;  and  all  other  defirable  appertenances  were 
annexed. 

Thou  wilt  excufe  this  digreffion,  becaufe  it  was 
neceffary,  in  order  to  give  thee  a  juft  idea  of  the 
prudence  of  the  {tripling,  and  to  incline  thee  to 
think  the  more  favourably  of  the  traditionary 
maxims  and  aphorifms  of  his  advanced  years. 
This  wife  prince  hath  every  where  in  his  writings 
inculcated  upon  the  minds  of  men  a  fenfe  of  the 
tranlient  nature  of  all  fublunary  enjoyments,  and 
of  our  mortality.  So  that  according  to  his  rea- 
foning,  it  is  the  part  of  wifdom  for  every  man  to 
confider  himfelf  as  a  paflenger,  and  his  houfe  as  a 
caravanfara;  to  look  upon  gilded  palaces  and 
beautiful  fields  with  all  the  indifference  of  a  tra- 
B  3  veller, 
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veller,  whofe  pofleflion  at  beft  is  but  a  loan  of 
fhort  duration ;  for  if  they  are  not  taken  away 
from  him,  he  muft  fpeedily  pafs  away  from  them, 
and  make  room  for  the  next  comer. 

But  declining  the  profecution  of  a  common 
theme,  let  thou  and  I  afk  ourfelves,  where  the 
mind  of  our  deceafed  friend  is  migrated  ?  O  !  for 
fome  courteous  angel  to  tell  us  this  great  fecret ! 
to  inftru6t  us  in  the  provinces  afligned  to  difem- 
bodied  fpirits  !  Do  they  fleep  till  the  refurredtion  ? 
and  if  fo,  where  are  their  dormitories  ?  Or  if  they 
are  exempted  from  the  /lumbers  of  the  grave, 
where  do  they  exert  their  active  faculties  ?  or 
where  are  the  repofitories  of  thefe  wonderful  in- 
telligences ? 

But  thefe  problems  are  never  to  be  unriddled 
by  mortals !  An  impenetrable  cloud  refteth  upon 
thefe  myfterious  fubje&s !  Wherefore  let  our 
thoughts  be  rather  employed  upon  themes  whofe 
knowledge  we  can  better  afcertain.  Let  the 
death  of  our  friends  reconcile  us  to  the  view  of 
our  own  fepulchres ;  and  fmce  the  decree  is  una- 
voidable, let  us  regard  life,  in  the  light  in  which 
the  ancients  looked  upon  it,  as  a  feaft ;  and  let  us 
depart  from  table  with  the  fatisfaclion  and  chear- 
fulnefs  of  a  convivafatur,  of  a  gueft  pleafed  with 
his  entertainment,  and  thankful  for  the  comforts  of 
it.  Or  elfe  let  us  look  upon  the  world  as  a  the- 
atre, 
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atre,  when  a  few  years  hence  it  will  import  us 
nought,  which  of  us  perfonated  a  ftatefman,  and 
which  of  us  an  inferior  character. 

But  although  I  have  hinted,  that  there  is  little 
on  this  globe  to  deferve  our  fondnefs,  I  would  ne- 
verthelefs  wifti  thee  to  love  me  as  much  as  thou 
canft,  and  to  reft  aflured,  after  all,  that  thou  art 
not  my  creditor.  And  whofefoever's  lot  it  (hall 
be  to  quit  the  ftage  firft,  let  him  preferve  his 
former  tendernefs  for  the  furvivor.  Let  him 
maintain  his  integrity  and  friendship  in  a  feparate 
ftate;  and  if  he  be  indulged  the  liberty  of  choofing 
his  own  province,  be  it  that  of  a  guardian  angel 
to  his  friend  below,  to  lead  him  gently  through 
the  meanders  and  difficulties  of  life,  and  to  wait 
upon  the  confines  of  the  two  worlds  to  receive  and 
welcome  the  focial  fpirit,  when  diflodged  hence. 
Nor  entertain  one  doubt,  that  we  {hall  be  at  a 
lofs  to  find  out  each  other.  For  congenial  fouls 
know  their  mates  by  intellectual  intuition,  and 
fcorn  the  mediation  of  fenfible  organs  for  the  dif- 
covery  of  one  another. 

Dated  the  eleventh  of  the  tenth  moon 
of  the  Chriftian  hegira,  1743. 
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MIRZA    TO    HEBATOLLA, 


A   LEARNED    DERVISE. 


£fe  difcourfes  on  the  happinejs  of  good  men,  the  in- 
tricacy of  Providence — inquires  info  the  rife  and 
reafons  of  moral  and  natural  evil — accounts  for 
both  on  the  hypothejis  of  a  future  Jtate  of  retri- 
bution— vilifies  the  pride  of  man,  and  makes 
mention  of  his  Maker  in  the  Jlrongeft  pbrafeology 
of  the  Orientals-— concludes  with  an  exhortation  to 
patience  and  acquicfcence. 

VENERABLE    dervife!    thou   illuftrious 
miffionary  and  legate  of  Allah  !  may  peace 
with  its  downy  pinions  hover  around  thy  dwel- 
ling» 

Wilt  thou  permit  a  fheep  of  thy  fold  to  ap- 
proach thy  facred  recefs,  and  falute  the  hem  of  thy 
veftment  ? 

I  am  perplexed  with  doubts  and  difficulties,  and 
come  to  thee  for  a  folution.  Difiipate  the  mifts 
and  fogs  of  ignorance,  that  involve  my  under- 
ftanding;  illuminate  my  benighted  mind,  and  purge 

my 
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my  intellectual  optics,  that  I  may  clearly  difcern 
the  ways  of  Heaven. 

To  whom  mould  I  apply  but  to  thee,  faithful 
and  vigilant  fhepherd,  the  oracle  of  thy  diftricl, 
and  the  lantern  of  thy  flock  ?  Thou  that  difpenfeft 
the  celeftial  manna  with  unremitting  conftancy, 
oh  !  fatisfy  the  cravings  of  a  foul,  that  hungereth 
and  thirfteth  after  thy  inftru&ions. 

A  Hebrew  fultan  hath  aflerted,  "  that  a  good 
man  fhall  be  fatisfied  from  himfelf ;"  and  when 
thou  waft  expatiating  upon  this  hallowed  aphorifm, 
I  verily  knew  that  thou  waft  fpeaking  experi- 
mentally. 

Yes,  thou  treafury  of  all  erudition  and  virtue  ! 
I  can  believe  whatever  thou  telleft  me  of  the  good 
man.  I  believe  that  his  foul  receiveth  pleafure 
from  a  thoufand  avenues.  That  the  fpirit  of  un- 
erring wifdom  taketh  up  his  lodging  in  his  breaft, 
and  diftufeth  a  divine  ferenity  and  psace.  Like  a 
familiar  friend,  this  fpirit  fuppeth  with  him,  and 
not  only  partaketh  of  his  meals,  but  fliareth  his 
couch  alfo.  Say,  happy  and  fage  dervife,  for  furely 
thou  canft  tell  this  important  truth,  are  any  joys 
wanting,  where  the  bofom  is  occupied  by  this 
heavenly  gueft  ?  Is  not  every  thought  an  unifon 
with  the  fuggeftions  of  this  illuftrious  viiitant  ? 
The  harmony  of  inftruments  is  but  a  faint  refem- 

blance 
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blance  of  the  harmony  of  the  worthy  mind.  O  ! 
the  midnight  mufic  of  fuch  a  favourite  of  Allah  ! 
nearly  akin  to  the  fongs  of  angels,  and  the  golden 
harps  of  feraphs  ! 

But  tell  me,  thou  guardian  of  thy  fheepfold,  is 
the  calm  of  the  good  man  permanent,  and  unin- 
terrupted ?  Doth  no  doubt  about  Providence 
fpring  up  fometimes,  and  ruffle  the  fmooth  expanfe 
of  his  breaft  ?  or,  like  a  fullen  cloud,  fhoot  athwart 
the  (ky,  and  deform  the  peaceful  azure  ?  Surely 
not,  for  purified  fpirits  are  as  clear  of  doubts  as  of 
guilt.  It  is  the  grofs  and  terrene  foul,  that  liveth 
in  fuch  troubled  regions.  I  feel  thefe  incum- 
brances  of  polluted  clay,  which  fink  me  down, 
whenever  I  attempt  to  wade  the  mighty 
gulph. 

Myfterious  Providence  !  an  abyfs  without  a 
bottom  !  a  fea  without  a,  fhore  !  at  beft  it  is  fuch 
to  the  common  underftanding  of  humanity,  not 
defecated  from  the  dregs  of  vice  and  folly.  O  ! 
that  fome  courteous  inhabitant  of  the  bright  em- 
pyrean would  defcend  from  his  high  abode,  and 
unveil  to  us  thefe  inexplicable  arcana !  Or  are  we 
to  remain  in  darknefs,  till  we  are  ejected  thefe 
tabernacles  of  flefh,  and  become  denizens  of  the 
fields  of  light  ?  Thefe  bodies  of  ours  are  brittle 
manfions,  obnoxious  to  deftru&ion  from  violence. 

But 
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But  if  they  efcape  forcible  contingencies,  fuch  is 
the  perifhable  nature  of  their  compofition,  that 
after  threefcore  years  and  ten  they  are  feldom  te- 
nantable.  And  who  would  wifh  for  a  more 
durable  building,  fince  obfcurity,  impenetrable 
obfcurity,  refteth  upon  thefe  earthly  cottages  ?  A 
wife  man,  methinks,  would  welcome  that  blifsful 
period,  which  breaks  down  thefe  partition-walls, 
whereby  we  are  fo  long  immured  in  flelh  and 
fenfe. 

But  to  refume  the  fubjecl:  of  my  fcruples,  for  I 
will  tell  thee  all,  that  thou  mayeft  conduct  me  out 
of  this  labyrinth  of  ambiguities,  and  lead  me  to  the 
decifions  of  eternal  fapience. 

Inftruft  me,  I  befeech  thee,  from  what  cor- 
rupted fource  arofe  moral  evil.  Thou  art  well 
verfed  in  the  fchools  of  difputation  ;  explain  there- 
fore to  me  this  problem  of  intricacy.  Some  of  the 
Eaftern  philofophers,  and  particularly  one  of  the 
Perilan  magi,  have  adopted  into  their  fyftem  two 
principles,  the  one  good,  the  other  evil ;  and  from 
the  exiftence  of  Arimanius  they  deduce  a  folution 
of  thefe  difficulties.  But  how  came  this  wicked 
daemon  to  exift,  and  from  what  caufe  did  he  pro- 
ceed ?  To  fay  that  he  is  co-eternal  with  almighty 
Allah  rs  abfurdity  and  blafphemy.  To  affirm  he 
is  of  later  birth,  is  feemingly  to  queftion  the  power 

and 
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and  goodnefs  of  the  Moft  High,  in  his  thus  per- 
mitting the  exiftence  of  a  daemon. 

But  perhaps  thou  wilt  fay,  that  a  freedom  of 
will  implies  a  capacity  to  do  good  or  ill  j  that 
without  the  permiflion  of  moral  evil,  there  can  be 
no  virtue.  I  a(k  thee,  whether  fuch  fteadinefs  in 
rectitude,  as  precludes  every  tendency  of  deviating 
into  obliquity  and  error,  is  not  preferable  to  virtue  ? 
Is  not  a  Being  good  by  neceflity,  fuperior  to  a 
Being  good  without  the  obligation  or  force  of 
fuch  neceflity  ?  Are  not  the  angels,  for  inftance, 
perfectly  good,  becaufe  they  are  utter  ftrangers  to 
iniquity  and  folly,  and  above  all  poflibility  of  mo- 
ral defilement  ?  Perhaps  thou  wilt  reply,  that 
fublunary  worlds  are  only  the  theatres  of  evil,  be- 
caufe they  are  probationary  ftates ;  and  that  the 
world  above  is  the  reward  and  confummation  of 
virtue.  But  if  the  inhabitants  of  heaven  are,  or 
were  not  probationers  formerly,  how  doft  thou 
explain  the  hiftory  of  the  lapfed  angels  ! 

Alas  !  I  am  already  launched  out  into  an  ocean 
of  difficulties,  and  my  fluctuating  fkiffmuft  fuffer 
wreck,  unlefs  thou  kindly  takeft  the  fteerage,  and 
piloted  me  into  port. 

Shall  I  fpeak  my  fentiments  of  what  the  fchool- 
men  call  natural  evil  ?  I  have  read  their  folutions, 
and  verily  I  am  fcandalized  at  the  poverty  of  their 
arguments.  One,  with  an  affected  infenfibility,  de- 
nies 
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nies  pain  to  be  an  evil.  Another  tells  me,  that  rea- 
foning  is  an  infallible  antidote  to  counteract,  and 
remove  the  ills  of  affliction.  Pitiful  fophifts  in- 
deed !  For  if  this  doctrine  was  true,  men  of  fmaller 
capacities,  who  could  not  reafon  at  all,  or  reafon 
well,  muft  be  fuperlatively  miferable.  A  third 
tells  me,  that  grief  is  an  idle  paffion,  becaufe  it 
cannot  call  back  my  departed  friend,  whofe  lofs, 
perhaps,  I  am  deploring.  But  is  not  this  inabi- 
lity a  very  good  reafon  why  I  mould  weep  ?  A 
fourth  would  hum  my  complaints  by  telling  me 
that  fuch  are  the  laws  of  the  drama  that  we  cannot 
all  be  heroes  and  kings.  But  furely  I  have  a  rea- 
fonable  objection  to  the  tragedy,  when  I  am  or- 
dained the  fuffering  party.  A  fifth,  in  a  more 
modern  ftrain  aflures  me,  that  the  world  is  a  beau- 
tiful picture,  where  contrafts  are  required  to  com- 
pleat  the  beauty  of  the  whole.  But  what  comfort 
can  this  argument  adminifter  to  me,  who  am  ap- 
pointed the  contraft  or  dark  (hade  in  the  piece  ? 
Mere  fophiftry  !  Collufion  all !  It  is  only  the 
doctrine  of  a  future  retribution  that  can  thoroughly 
reconcile  thefe  weighty  difficulties. 

I  know  that  an  ancient  and  infpired  mifftonary 
hath  refolved  a  queftion  of  this  kind  into  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  divine  will.  But  fome  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  when  he  likens  the  Creator  to  the  potter, 
and  man  to  the  paffive  clay,  the  apoftolic  doctoo 

is 
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is  fpeaking  of  collective  bodies  of  men,  and  not 
of  any  particular  individual.  For  otherwife,  this 
awful  do&rine  of  the  fovereignty  of  Allah  rather 
filences,  than  fatisfies  the  inquiring  mind. — Alas  ! 
what  is  man  !  Is  he  not  a  poor,  ignorant,  and 
inefficient  animalcule  ?  and  when  weighed  in  the 
{bales  of  juftice,  lefs  than  nothing,  and  altogether 
vanity  ? 

And  what  is  that  tranfcendent  Being,  whofe 
conduct  this  reptile  fo  frequently  and  fo  impioufly 
arraigns  ?  is  he  not  elevated  far  above  the  higheft 
conception  of  men  and  angels  ?  is  he  not  of  that 
exalted  and  fublimated  purity,  that  his  very  mini- 
fters,  who  attend  neareft  his  throne,  cherubims 
of  the  higheft  rank  and  primogeniture !  are  all 
maculated  eflences  in  his  fight  ?  while  Michael, 
Gabriel,  and  Ithuriel,  illuftrious  feraphs !  are 
compelled  to  hide  their  faces  with  dilated  pinions, 
being  unable  to  abide  the  corufcations  of  his  ef- 
fulgent majefty ! — Father  of  fempiternal  ages !  Pa- 
rent of  light  and  life  !  Uncreated,  unoriginated 
beauty  !  Bright  exemplar  of  all  that  is  fair  and 
lovely  !  Inexhauftible  fource  of  all  that  is  wife, 
great,  and  good ! 

Here  the  foul,  confcious  of  its  own  nothing- 
nefs,  {brinks  back  upon  itfelf,  and  ftiudders  at  its 
criminal  curiofity.  My  fpirit  faints  within  me, 
cpprefied  with  the  mighty  idea  of  the  godhead. 

Veiling 
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Veiling  my  head  in  the  folds  of  my  garment,  I 
fall  proftrate  and  adoring,  crying  out  with  the 
molt  fervent  emotions,  "  Juft  and  true  are  thy 
ways,  thou  peerlefs  majefty  of  ineffable  glory  !*' 

Doubtlefs  the  Supreme  Being  is  the  beft  of 
beings  ;  and,  although  his  ways  are  not  to  be  com- 
prehended by  mortals,  yet  moft  alluredly  they 
never  fwerve  from  the  fevereft  rules  of  abfolute 
rectitude.  I  believe  thou  wilt  advife  the  doubting 
mind  to  repofe  itfelf  upon  this  unerring  propofi- 
tion,  and  be  ftill.  Such  an  admonition  moft  cer- 
tainly favours  of  wifdom ;  for  why  fhould  the  fons 
of  men  attempt  to  fearch  into  the  infcrutables  of 
the  Almighty,  and  difquiet  themfelves  in  vain  ? 
Teach  the  reftlefe  mind  the  art  of  content,  and 
then  all  furmifes,  doubts,  and  conjectures,  will  va- 
nifh  into  air,  and  the  foul  will  reft  fatisfied  with 
the  difpenfations  of  Heaven. 

Let  us  hear  the  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter. 
It  is  pride,  accompanied  with  ignorance,  that  makes 
a  fceptic ;  humility  and  felf-knowledge  produce 
refignation  and  happinefs. 

May  thou  and  I  pofTefs  the  filent  joys  of  acqui- 
efcence.  This  refigned  frame  will  act  like  a  fove- 
reign  opiate  ;  and  hufh  to  fleep  every  inordinate 
and  turbulent  paflion. 

Nor  can  Gilead  boaft  a  fuperior  balfam  for  the 
wounds  of  affliction.  If  we  are  planted  in  the 

foade, 
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fhade,  may  we  flourifh  in  the  fhade  !  Some  plants 
thrive  beft  in  fituations  of  obfcurity  feldom  vifited 
by  the  fun.  Who  knows,  but  that  fuch  a  retired 
culture  is  requifite  to  our  being  tranfplanted  here- 
after into  the  garden  of  Eden.  Be  it  fo — and  let 
us  poflefs  our  fouls  in  patience  and  thankfulnefs 
here,  that  when  the  angel  of  the  grave  fliall  re- 
move us  hence,  he  may  fafely  difpofe  of  us  near 
the  rivers  of  Paradife,  where,  like  the  tree  of  life, 
we  fliall  blofTom  and  fructify  abundantly,  and  our 
leaves  never  fade. 

In  the  mean  time  let  us  folace  ourfelves  with 
the  hopes  of  this  happy  period.  For  furely  it  im- 
ports us  little,  although  our  way  be  ftrewed  with 
weeds  and  brambles,  provided  it  terminates  in  the 
walks  and  alleys  of  the  garden  of  God.  The 
world  is  a  wildernefs,  and  we  are  not  to  expedl: 
fmooth  roads,  and  commodious  caravanfaries. 

The  pointed  briar  flioots  its  luxuriant  branches 
acrofs  the  path,  and  wounds  all  paffengers  indif- 
criminately.  Remember  that  the  monarch  is  as 
little  exempted  from  this  common  lot  of  humanity, 
as  the  meaneil  vaflal. 

Adieu,  fage  dervife,  and  fince  we  cannot  be 
more  than  men,  we  will  not  make  ourfelves  lefs. 
But  like  the  nightingale  we  will  be  chearful  and 
pleafed,  even  with  the  thorn  at  our  breaft.  This 
aliufion,  thou  knoweft,  is  to  a  fabulous  tradition 

among 
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among  the  naturalifts,  who  report,  that  this  bird 
repofes  his  breaft  every  night  againft  a  thorn,  to 
render  him  wakeful  to  Ting. 


Dated  the  twelfth  of  the 
eighth  moon,  1744. 
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LETTER     I. 

Dear  Sifter, 

I  Have  events  of  the  higheft  importance  to- 
communicate  to  you  !  fuch  as  will  quicken 
every  tender  and  affectionate  fenfation,  intermingle 
terror  with  joy,  and  at  the  fame  time  infpire  you 
with  gratitude  for  the  efcape  and  recovery  of  your 
afflicted  and  indulgent  brother. 

But  do  not  think  that  the  following  detail  of 
my  fears  and  fufferings  is  intended  merely  to  ex- 
cite your  pity  and  concern.  No,  my  dear,  it  is 
more  immediately  defigned  to  put  you  upon  your 
guard,  that  fo  you  may  avoid  the  wicked  arti- 
fices of  the  cruel.  And,  oh  !  I  have  a  thoufand 
cares  and  anxieties  for  your  fecurity  and  welfare. 

Laft  nightr  when  I  had  ftepped  a  few  paces 
from  my  houfe,  I  difcovered  the  moft  furprifmg 
and  hideous  creature  in  the  whole  fcale  of  beings. 
His  fize  was  enormous,  far  beyond  the  concep- 
tion of  thy  unexperienced  mind.  I  fcarcely  think, 
that  an  entire  army  of  our  fpecies,  if  blended  into 
one  general  mafs,  would  amount  to  the  quantity 
of  matter  which,  was  contained  in  this  monfter. 
But  his  magnitude,  however  gigantic,  was  the 
leaft  formidable  circumftance  attending  him.  In- 
ftead  of  eyes,  there  appeared  to  me  two  flaming  fur- 
naces. 
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naces,  which,  by  their  fituation  under  the  irregu- 
lar arch  which  conftituted  his  forehead,  were 
certainly  the  optics  of  this  moft  amazing  favage. 
When  he  opened  his  mouth,  I  thought  I  mould 
have  fwooned  away.  Language  is  too  faint  to 
exprefs  the  terrors  of  his  jaws,  or  the  multitude 
of  my  fears.  When  his  mouth  was  extended,  I 
defcried  a  cavern  of  immeafurable  depth,  and  the 
lining  of  this  cavern  was  the  colour  of  fcarlet. 
His  tongue  was  indifputably  wider  than  my  whole 
body ;  and  his  teeth  were  as  long  and  as  large  as 
my  thigh-bones.  His  bulk,  as  I  have  already  in- 
timated, was  large  even  to  aftonifhment ;  and  he 
dragged  behind  him  a  tail  anfwerable  in  length 
and  thicknefs  to  a  cable.  His  four  legs  were  like 
four  huge  mafly  pillars,  and  his  feet  terminated  in 
fundry  frightful  claws,  each  refembling,  in  their' 
curvature,  a  Turkifh  cimeter  reverfed; 

I  viewed  this  monfter  with  horror  and  difmay; 
But  what  do  you  think  weie  my  feelings,  when  I 
beheld  him  making  inlidious  advances  towards 
me  ?  No  fooner  had  he  approached  within  a  few 
yards  of  me,  than  he  couched  to  the  ground,  and 
ere&ing  his  brufhy  tail,  he  waved  it  to  and  fro  with 
amazing  cafe  and  freedom,  confidering  its  ftupen- 
dous  weight.  His  eves,  methought,  flamed  flakes 
of  fire.  But  perceiving  him  to  gain  upon  me,  I 
haflened  with  precipitation  into  my  fubterraneous 
C  2  manfion. 
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manfion.  The  very  moment  that  I  made  my  re- 
treat, the  favage  gave  abound,  and  came  like  thun- 
der upon  the  roof  of  my  cafUe.  I  was  fo  much 
(hocked  at  thefe  occurrences,  that  I  fell  into  fits, 
and  kept  my  bed  for  feveral  days.  Proportion- 
ably  as  my  fears  abated,  fo  my  health  returned. 
But  this  recovery  was  the  occafion  of  future  evils, 
the  melancholy  hiftory. whereof  fhall  be  referved 
for  my  next  letter. 

In  the  mean  while,  I  beg  you  to  arm  your  breaft 
with  fortitude ;  for  the  account  of  my  further 
dangers  and  diftrefs  will  otherwife  overpower 
your  fpirits.  Indeed  my  ftory  is  fo  very  affect- 
ing, that  there  will  be  required  greater  rirmnefs 
of  mind  than  what  ufually  falls  to  a  female's 
fhare,  to  hear  the  bare  relation  of  my  forrows 
without  diflblving  into  tears. 

I  am,  dear  Sifter, 
Your  moft  affectionate  Brother, 

MUSCULUS. 


LETTER      II. 


W'$  L  L,  my  deareft  Mufcilla,  I  hope  my 
former  letter  was  received  with  all  that 
tendernefs,  which  was  due  to  me  and  my  afflic- 
tions.    But  I  hope  too,  that  my  fuffcrings  have 

not 
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not  made  injurious  impreffions  upon  your  health. 
For,  to  inflict  a  lafting  wound,  or  even  to  occa- 
fion  my  dear  fifter  vapours  and  melancholy,  would 
render  me  the  moft  miferable  of  our  fpecies.  If 
my  forrows  are  fuperior  to  thofe  of  others,  fo  is 
my  love  to  thee,  thou  brightcft  ornament  of  thy 
lex.  But  to  proceed  in  my  narrative. 

After  that  I  was  a  little  recovered,  and  was 
picking  up  my  crumbs  (as  it  is  called)  I  began 
to  confult  my  appetite,  and  thought  that  my  fto- 
mach  feemed  difpofed  to  a  delicate  piece  of  Par- 
mefan.  Accordingly,  I  dole  out  privately,  one 
moon-light  night,  to  a  neighbouring  cheefemong- 
er's,  where  I  had  formerly  made  many  plentiful 
meals.  As  I  was  furveying,  with  vaft  fatisfaction 
the  variety  and  dainties  of  the  (hop,  I  difcovered 
upon  the  counter  a  ftrange  kind  pf  building.  I 
queftion  whether  its  name  is  to  be  found  in  any  of 
the  ancient  or  modern  books  of  architecture.  It  was 
formed  after  the  model  of  a  rotunda,  and  confifted 
of  an  infinite  number  of  iron  bare  clofely  fet  toge- 
ther, and  all  running  parallel  to  the  horizon ;  with  a 
few  perpendicular  columns  that  fuftaincd  and  con- 
nected together  thefe  circular  bars.  The  gate,  or 
rather  the  opening,  was  placed  in  the  fummit.  A 
very  aukward  entrance,  you'll  fay;  and  believe  me, 
a  very  dangerous  one  too,  as  I  found  afterwards  by 
r  C  3  woful 
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woful  experience.  From  this  aperture  I  faw  a  large 
quantity  of  meal  lying  loofe  on  the  floor  of  the 
building ;  which  circumftance  led  me  to  think, 
that  it  was  intended  for  a  granary  or  ftorehoufe. 
As  I  had  already  gratified  the  cravings  of  my 
appetite,  I  chofe  to  poftpone  the  treafures  of  this 
magazine  for  a  future  banquet ;  for  I  am  (as 
my  dear  fifter  well  knows)  an  utter  enemy  to  the 
voluptuary  and  glutton.  A  few  nights  after- 
wards I  repeated  my  vifit  to  the  cheefemonger's, 
and,  fpringing  upon  the  counter,  I  had  a  full  view 
of  the  iron  meal-houfe.  My  ftomach  at  that  pe- 
riod being  delicate,  and  my  digeftion  fomewhat 
impaired  by  the  richnefs  of  the  Pannefan,  I  judg- 
ed it  prudent  to  vary  my  diet  j  and  therefore  de- 
termined to  regale  myfelf  with  the  contents  of 
that  curious  repofitory  which  I  have  juft  now 
defcribed. 

In  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  I  fcaled  the 
wall  of  the  building,  and  entering  at  the  opening 
in  the  fummit,  I  defcended  with  eafe  to  the  bot- 
tom, where  I  fupped  with  moderation  and  ccn^ 
tentment.  After  fome  time,  I  began  to  think  of 
retiring  to  my  own  home.  But  judge  of  my 
confternation,  when  I  caft  my  eyes  upwards,  and 
found  my  retreat  precluded  by  a  hundred  fwords 
pointing  towards  me. 

In 
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In  order  to  explain  this  myftery,  it  will  be  ne- 
cefTary  that  I  expatiate  more  largely  on  the  con- 
ftruclion  of  the  edifice. 

The  aperture  at  the  top  was  formed  after  this 
manner.  There  was  a  large  iron  hoop,  the  center 
as  it  were  of  all  the  circular  and  perpendicular 
bars  already  defcribed.  From  this  hoop  pro- 
ceeded a  vaft  number  of  ft  rait  pikes,  with  their 
extremities  tending  downwards  and  terminating  at 
a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  floor.  As  they 
advanced  downwards  they  likewife  kept  advancing 
nearer  to  each  other,  in  this  refpecl  refembling  the 
termination  of  a  funnel ;  leaving  fpace  fufficient 
for  my  entrance.  But  by  the  defcription  now 
given,  you  will  readily  conceive,  that  the  points 
of  thefe  pikes,  like  the  points  of  fo  many  fwords, 
prevented  my  egrefs  from  this  prifon.  I  was  now 
too  feniible  of  my  error,  condemned  my  curioflty, 
and  gave  myfelf  up  for  loft.  And  oh !  what  a 
night  of  horrors  did  I  pafs  !  But  indeed  far  great- 
er horrors  were  ftill  in  referve  for  me.  In  the 
morning,  when  the  mafter  of  the  fhop  had  dif- 
covered  his  prifoner,  he  called  a  council  of  his 
houfe;  and  they,  without  hearing  what  I  had 
to  fay  in  my  defence,  unanimoufly  adjudged  me 
guilty  of  felony,  and  fentenced  me  to  death.  You 
will  eafily  imagine  the  exceffive  perturbation  of 
my  fpirits,  when  I  heard  the  irrevocable  decree 
C  4  paiTed 
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pafled  upon  me.  But  what  a  thoufand  additional 
terrors  did  I  fuffer,  when  I  was  acquainted  with 
the  manner  of  my  execution  !  In  a  few  minutes 
the  four-legged  favage,  mentioned  formerly,  was 
brought  into  the  mop,  and  I  was  forthwith  to  be 
delivered  into  the  paws  of  this  mercilefs  enemy. 
Accordingly  my  prifon  was  lifted  from  the  coun- 
ter, when  fuddenly  the  treacherous  floor  gave  way, 
and  I  fell  into  the  claws  of  the  monfter.  He 
catched  me  with  fuch  violence,  that  he  drove  two 
of  his  talons  into  my  fides,  and  thereby  fractured 
my  ribs.  He  then  cruelly  fported  with  my  ago- 
nies i  and  thinking  it  was  impoflible  that  I  could 
efcape,  he  retired  to  a  little  diftance  from  me,  and 
fmiled,  or  rather  grinned  with  all  the  malignant 
complacency  of  a  daemon. 

During  this  fliort  interval,  I  had  fenfe  enough 
remaining  to  meditate  flight.  Prefently  I  defcried  a 
breach  in  the  wall  of  the  mop,  which  breach  was 
ample  enough  to  admit  me,  and  fmall  enough  to 
exclude  my  adverfary.  Whereupon  I  fummoned 
up  all  the  mattered  remains  of  my  ftrength  and 
fpirits,  and  with  one  effort  happily  gained  that  fa- 
vourable Cmauary.  Long  I  lay  languifhing  with 
my  wounds ;  but  in  procefs  of  time  my  bones 
coalefced,  my  fores  healed,  and  my  ftrength  rer 
turned. 

I  do 
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I  do  not  doubt  but  that  your  tender  and  com- 
paflionate  heart  will  bleed  at  this  melancholy 
recital  of  my  woes.  Let  your  brother's  misfor- 
tunes teach  you  this  instructive  and  important 
lefTon — that  when  we  riot  in  plenty  and  fecurity, 
then  danger  and  death  are  at  the  door.  Improve 
thefe  hints,  live,  an.d  be  happy. 

I  am, 
My  deareft  lifter's 

Moft  affectionate  brother, 

MUSCULUS. 
March  20,  1750. 
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SERMON       I. 

ECCLESIASTES, 
CHAP.  xii.  to  VERSE  8. 

VERSE  I.  Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days 
of  thy  youth)  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the 
years  draw  nigh-)  when  thou  foalt  fay^  I  have  no 
pie af ure  in  them, 

IN  the  earlier  part  of  thy  life,  think  frequently 
upon  thy  Creator.  Remember,  that  thou  art 
indebted  to  him,  not  for  thy  exiftence  only,  but 
likewife  for  the  continued  prefervation,  and  the 
various  comforts  of  thy  being.  Be  fure  therefore 
to  teftify  thy  gratitude  for  fuch  high  obligations  by 
confecrating  the  bloom  and  ftrength  of  thy  youth 
to  Almighty  God.  This  is  afluredly  the  period  of 
thy  moft  acceptable  fervices.  Wherefore  do  not 
poftpone  the  difcharge  of  religious  duties  to  more 
advanced  life ;  becaufe  at  that  period  infirmities, 
pains,  and  forrows  mail  imbitter  the  remainder  of 

thy 
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thy  days,  and  render  exiftence  itfelf  an  almoft  in- 
fupportable  burthen. 

VERSE  2.  While  the  fun,  or  the  light^  or  the 
moon9  or  thejlars  bv  not  darkened^  nor  the  clouds 
return  after  the  rain. 

Confider  further,  that  not  only  the  body  is  ener- 
vated by  age,  but  that  the  intellectual  faculties, 
thofe  luminaries  of  the  microcofm,  are  likewife 
impaired.  The  under ftanding  is  darkened,  the 
memory  debilitated,  and  the  active  powers  of  the 
mind  become  cold,  languid,  and  enfeebled ;  or  per- 
verfe,  reftive,  and  reluctant  to  all  the  exercifes  of 
religion.  The  judgment  is  the  light  of  man,  it  is 
that  which  irradiates,  guides,  and  directs  his  ftepc. 
If  this  fun  of  the  mental  fyftem  is  obfcured  by  old 
age,  how  great  is  our  darknefs !  and  how  incapable 
are  we  rendered  hereby  of  all  religious  purfuits  ! 

Let  me  add  alfo,  that  befides  thefe  natural  ob- 
ftacles,  arifmg  from  deficient  powers  both  of  body 
and  mind,  there  are  very  many  contingent  impedi- 
ments to  our  duty.  I  mean  thofe  outward  trou- 
bles and  afflictions  which  accompany  human  life  in 
general,  and  which  are  ufually  multiplied  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  years  that  a  man  fojourns 
upon  earth.  Hence  it  is  that  towards  the  clofe  of 
our  days,  we  find  difappointments,  griefs,  and  for- 
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rows  arife  in  a  quick  fuccefiion,  like  returning 
clouds  in  a  wet  feafon. 

VERSE  3.  In  the  day  when  the  keepers  of  the 
houfe  jhall  tremble^  and  thejlrong  men  Jhall  bow 
themfelveS)  and  the  grinders  ceafe  becanfe  ihey  are 
feiv,  and  thofe  that  look  out  of  the  -windows  be 
darkened. 

But  as  the  early  furrender  of  our  hearts  to  God, 
and  the  fteady  application  of  our  minds  to  his  fer- 
vicc,  is  a  matter  of  fuch  vaft  confequence,  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  examine  with  greater  precifion 
thofe  particular  lets  and  hindrances  to  our  duty 
which  are  the  effects  of  age.  Now  thefe  impedi- 
ments will  appear  evident,  from  a  fcrutiny  into 
thofe  evils  which  advanced  years  bring  upon  the 
human  fyftern. 

Thole  hands,  which  fhould  be  frequently  lifted 
up  in  prayer  to  God,  being  weakened  by  age,  hang 
down  and  tremble.  They  are  even  difabled  from 
earning  provifion  for  the  body,  or  defending  it 
againft  external  injuries.  At  the  fame  time  the 
ribs,  and  the  ftronger  bones  of  the  thighs  and  legs, 
which  once  gave  firength,  rectitude, 'and  {lability 
to  the  whole  fabric,  and  which,  in  conjunction 
with  the  back-bone,  connected  and  held  together 
the  ioveral  parts  of  the  edifice  j  thefe  ftrong  and 
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mighty  fupports,  I  fay,  are  all  relaxed  or  bowed 
down  by  age,  and  foretell  the  approaching  fall  of 
the  fuperflruclure. 

The  teeth  lilcewife,  in  advanced  years,  become 
difabledfrom  difcharging  their  office  by  a  decay  of 
their  fubftance,  or  lofs  of  their  number.  Hence 
the  aliment  is  not  properly  broken,  and  divided, 
and  prepared  for  the  ftomach.  From  which  caufe 
a  multitude  of  ills  arife  to  the  fyftem  in  general. 
For  the  food  being  imperfectly  acled  upon  by  the 
teeth,  is  alfo  imperfe&ly  acted  upon  afterwards  by 
the  ftomach.  Whence  proceed  indigeftion,  ob- 
ftrudlions,  and  a  default  of  nourifhment  through 
the  various  parts  and  members  of  the  body. 

The  defect  of  vifion  is  another  concomitant  evil 
of  old  age.  The  eyes,  thofe  valuable  ojgans,  fo 
eflentially  necefiary  not  only  to  the  comforts  and 
pleafures  of  life,  but  alfo  to  the  fecurity  and  pre- 
fervation  of  man,  are  incapacitated  by  length  of 
years  from  performing  their  important  functions. 
Thofe  windows  of  the  building  are  darkened  by 
films  or  defluxions  }  and  the  foul  is,  as  it  were, 
precluded  from  looking  out  at  thefe  oWtru&ed 
cafements.  Whence  it  follows,  that  as  from  the 
decay  of  our  flrength  we  are  difqualified  for  the 
active  duties  of  religion,  fo  from  the  diminution  of 
our  fight,  we  can  make  no  freih  acquifitions  to 
cur  knowledge  by  the  writings  of  others ;  and 
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thereby  cannot  recal  or  quicken  pafr,   ideas  and 

notices  of  our  duty. 

VERSE  4.     And  the  doors  Jball  be /hut  in  tbejlreets 
when  the  found  of  tbt  grinding  is  low,  andhejlmll 
rife  up  at  the  voice  of  the  bird^  and  all  the  daugh- 
ters of  mufic  Jball  be  brought  low. 
But  to  return  once  more  to  thofe  inftrument?, 
which  firft  prepare  and  difpofe  the  food  for  its  ad- 
vantageous reception  in  the  ftomach.     Becaufe, 
fmce  our  very  being  depends  upon  the  fuftenance 
we  receive,  and  its  due  diftribution  through  all  die 
parts  of  the  body,  we  can  eafily  infer  that  the  en- 
tire lofs  or  definition  of  our  teeth  muft  caufe  a 
great  diminution  of  ftrength  and   vigour  to  the 
whole  fyftem. 

That  old  age  deprives  us  of  thefe  fmaller  bones 
is  too  obvious  a  truth,  to  be  expatiated  upon. 
And,  befides  the  unhappy  confequences  already 
enumerated,  an  additional  difficulty  immediately 
prefents  itfelf  to  our  view.  The  gums  at  this  pe- 
riod are  to  perfonate  the  province  of  the  teeth- 
But  the  fmoothnefs  of  their  furfaces  renders  them 
very  unfit  for  this  work.  Hence  what  pains  and 
labour  are  aged  men  obliged  to  take,  before  they 
can  bruife  and  foften  their  food  fufficiently  for  the 
purpofes  of  the  ftomach.  At  the  fame  time  the 
lips,  thofe  portals  of  the  mouth,  are  kept  conftantly 
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fhut  during  the  action  of  the  jaws,  left  the  morfel, 
through  lofs  of  the  teeth  to  withhold  it,  fhould  be 
protruded  and  fall  out. 

Another  melancholy  effect  of  old  age  is  a  defi- 
ciency of  fleep,  whereby  the  ftrength  and  fpirits  are 
further  impaired.  The  old  man  often  awakens  at 
the  crowing  of  the  cock,  and  is  incapable  of  ob- 
taining repeated  {lumbers.  Whereas  the  child,  or 
the  man  of  middle  age,  can  perpetuate  his  fleep 
almofr.  at  will. 

Notice  hath  already  been  taken  of  defective 
vifion.  But  the  organs  of  hearing  are  likewife 
great  fufferers  by  age.  Thofe  daughters  of  mufic, 
who,  by  their  exquiilte  delicacy  of  fenfation,  and 
fkill  in  melodious  principles,  formerly  reduced 
founds  into  harmony  for  the  pleafure  of  themfelves 
and  others,  are  now  brought  into  the  Joweft 
eftate,  and  are  no  longer  in  a  capacity  of  an- 
fwering  the  ordinary  purpofes  of  their  ftru<5ture. 

VERSE  5.  Alfa  when  they  Jhall  be  afraid  of  that 
which  is  high,  and  fears  Jhall  be  in  the  way* 
and  the  almond-tree  foull  flourijh,  and  the  grafs- 
hopper  Jhall  be  a  burden^  and  defire  Jhail  fail ; 
becaufe  man  goeth  to  his  long  home,  and  the  mour- 
ners go  about  the  JJreeti. 

But  however  material  and  weighty  all  thefe  evils 
may  be,  there  is  liill  a  longer  and  heavier  train 
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of  calamities,  which  aflbciate  themfelves  with  ad- 
vanced years. 

Whereas  youth  is  bold,  valiant,  and  regardlefs 
of  danger,  age  is  quite  the  reverfe  of  this  charac- 
ter. In  every  a&ion  the  ancient  man  difcovers 
diffidence,  irrefolution,  and  timidity.  In  all  his 
ihort  excurfions  abroad,  he  treads  with  warinefs 
and  diftruft.  After  painful  afcending  an  eminence, 
he  is  feized  with  a  temporary  giddinefs ;  and  in 
his  return,  he  trembles  at  every  pebble  in  the  path, 
left  his  ftrength  prove  inefficient  for  thefe  tri- 
fling obftacles,  and  a  fall  enfue.  Thus  fears  and 
terrors  are  attendants  upon  the  fteps  of  that  man, 
whofe  grey  hairs  referable  the  whitening  bloflbms 
of  the  almond-tree ;  and  to  whom,  from  the  de- 
cline of  his  ftrength,  even  the  grafshopper,  that 
light  and  inconilderable  infect,  becomes  a  burden. 
Add  to  all  this,  a  difrelifh  of  every  fcene  around 
him,  from  the  failure  of  defire,  and  the  decay  of 
his  other  paflions.  Yet  all  thefe  inconveniences 
and  ills  are  infeparable  from  humanity;  becaufe 
man  is  born  to  die,  and  age  is  the  harbinger  of 
death.  To  enforce  this  truth  by  argument,  would 
be  an  infult  offered  to  the  understandings  of  men, 
while  funerals  and  mourning  relatives  are  fre- 
quently darkening  the  ftreets. 

From  what  hath  been  already  faid  upon  the 
weaknefs,   infirmities,   and  difeafes  of   advanced 
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Ffe,  the  expediency  as  well  as  the  duty  of  early 
religion  muft  appear  abundantly  evident.  How- 
ever, as  the  human  body  is  a  complicated  ftruc- 
ture,  and  as  little  more  than  the  external  parts  of 
the  building  have  been  confidered  at  prefent,  let 
us  carry  our  refearches  further,  and  examine  what 
is  doing  in  the  more  private  and  retired  chambers 
cf  this  wonderful  fabric. 

VERSE  6.  Or  ever  the  Jlher  cord  be  loafed,  or  the 
golden  bowl  be  broken,  or  the  pitcher  be  broken 
at  the  fountain,  or  the  wheel  broken  at  the 
cljlern. 

Here  we  {hall  be  aftonifhed  at  the  ftupendous 
difplays  of  Almighty  wifdom,  power,  and  good- 
nefs.  Know  then,  that  there  are  fcattered  up  and 
down  in  the  human  body,  and  indeed  in  all  ani- 
mal bodies,  a  multitude  of  white  cords,,  to  which 
anatomifts  have  given  the  appellation  of  nerves. 
Thefe  firings  are  the  immediate  inftruments  of 
fcnfation  and  motion.  For  if  a  nerve,  which 
leads  to  any  part,  be  tied  hard,  or  cut  afunder, 
that  part  to  which  this  nerve  belonged  inftantly 
lofes  all  feeling,  and  becomes  deftitute  of  action. 

From  the  brain,  which  is  the  fource  of  the 
whole  nervous  fyftem,  there  proceeds  through 
the  whole  length  of  the  back-bone,  in  a  cavity 
eurioufly  formed  for  its  reception  and  fecurity,  a 
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cord  of  an  enlarged  fize,  which,  on  account  of 
its  refplendent  whitenefs,  may  aptly  be  compared 
to  the  complexion  of  burniflied  lilver.  From 
this  cord  arife  thirty  pairs  of  fmaller  firings,  which 
are  diftributed  along  the  arms,  thighs,  legs,  and 
trunk  of  the  body.  Now  in  old  age  this  filver 
cord  is  very  liable  to  be  relaxed  and  weakened,  or 
a  part  thereof  to  be  altogether  broken  in  its  func- 
tions ;  as  appears  from  thofe  paralytic  complaints 
to  which  elderly  perfons  are  peculiarly  fubje<5t. 
When  a  relaxation  of  this  cord  prevails,  then  tre- 
mors are  the  confequence  ;  when  the  canals  which 
compofe  this  cord  are  quite  obftru&ed,.  then  fol- 
low complete  paliles,  or  in  other  words,  an  entire 
deprivation  of  fenfe  and  motion.  Ought  we  not 
therefore  to  remember  our  Creator  in  the  prior 
ftages  of  life,  before  this  melancholy  period  of  de- 
ficient fenfation  and  action  arrives  ?  for  a  palfy  is 
partial  death,  and  generally  portends  the  fpeedy 
diflblution  of  the  whole  building. 

But,  agreeably  to  what  hath  already  been  fug- 
gefted,  the  brain  is  the  origin  of  the  nerves. ' 
And  thofe  nerves  which  are  beftowed  upon  the 
eyes,  the  ears,  the  tongue,  and  all  the  other  parts 
of  the  face  and  head,  iffue  immediately  from  the 
brain  itfelf,  through  fmall  holes  in  the  fcull,  dc- 
figned  for  the  tranfmiflion  of  thefe  little  cords. 
Any  diforder  happening  to  thefe  nerves,  and  inter- 
rupting 
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hiptlng  their  fun&ionsj  will  occafion,  according 
to  the  degree  of  the  difeafe^  dimnefs  of  fight, 
or  total  lofs  of  vifion ;  heavinefs  of  hearing,  or 
iibfolute  deafnefs;  defective  fpeech,  or  an  utter 
incapacity  of  fpeaking ;  will  deprive  the  lips  in 
part  or  altogether  of  their  due  motions ;  and  like- 
wife  impair  or  annihilate  the  fmell  and  the  tafte. 

What  an  amazing  organ  is  the  brain !  that 
fource  and  parent  of  all  motion  and  fenfation ! 
that  inexplicable  repofitory  of  the  underftanding 
of  man  !  How  curious  its  texture,  how  tender 
its  fubftance,  and  of  v/hat  vaft  importance  to 
the  whole  fyftem  !  For  which  reafon,  the  all- 
wife  Creator  hath  fecurely  lodged  it  in  a  'ftrong 
eitadel  of  bone,  which,  from  its  circular  cavity, 
and  the  ineftimable  value  of  its  treafures,  may 
with  propriety  be  ftyled  the  golden  bowl. 

Now,  it  is  obfervable,  that  in  the  extremity  of 
old  age,  this  golden  bowl,  and  more  efpecially  the 
contents  thereof,  are  highly  injured.  The  {eve- 
ral  parts  of  the  brain,  through  length  of  time,  be- 
come unfit  for  their  various  offices.  It  is  like 
an  exquifitely  wrought  machine  with  complicated 
movements ;  a  long  fucceffion  of  years  breaks, 
wears  out,  and  diflblves  this  furprizing  workman- 
fhip  :  wherefore,  it  muft  be  the  higheft  folly  to 
defer  the  conflderation  of  our  eternal  interefts  till 
the  winter  of  life  come?  upon  us,  when  we  are 
D  2  unqualified 
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unqualified  for  the  common  intercourfes  of  foci- 
cty,  and  even  for  the  ordinary  a&ions  of  animal 
life. 

But  additional  motives  for  early  religion  will  re- 
hilt  from  a  fcrutiny  into  the  effects  which  age  oc- 
cafions  to  the  heart,  and  to  the  great  pipes  that 
proceed  from  this  fountain  of  life.  \Ve  ought 
moft  afluredly  to  fecure  the  favour  of  our  Maker 
before  thefe  great  canals,  which  ifTue  from  the  heart, 
and  receive  (like  pitchers  at  a  well)  the  contents 
of  this  fpring,  grow  incapable  of  difcharging  their 
office  aright.  For  it  is  an  inconteftable  truth,, 
that  in  elderly  men  thefe  grand  conduits,  which  re- 
ceive the  blood  from  the  heart,  in  order  to  circulate 
it  through  the  lungs,  the  brain,  and  all  the  organs 
and  members  of  the  body,  become  bony,  rigid,  and 
inflexible ;  whereby  they  are  difabled  from  ailing 
upon  the  blood,  and  driving  it  through  all  the  fine 
veflels  of  the  fyftem.  Hence  thofe  languors,  faint- 
ings,  and  fudden  changes  which  are  difcoverable 
fo  frequently  in  perfons  much  advanced  in  years. 

But  even  the  heart  itfelf,.  that  ciftern  of  the 
whole  building,  which  receives  and  difpenfes  to 
the  moft  diftant  extremities  in  an  appropriated 
period  of  time,  every  particle  of  blood  belonging 
to  the  body;  I  fay,  this  great  refervoir  is  rendered  by 
old  age  unfit  for  this  important  charge.  Part  of  its 
.fubftance,  like  the  great  canals  already  mentioned, 
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degenerate  into  bony  fibres,  which  are  unable  to 
perform  their  due  a&ion ;  for  the  heart  propels  the 
blood  to  the  extreme  parts  by  a  contra&ile  power. 
If  this  contra&ile  force  is  abated  by  the  hardnefs 
and  inflexibility  of  the  heart's  fubftance,  it  is  ap- 
parent that  the  circulation  of  the  blood  cannot  be 
properly  carried  on ;  but  momentary  ftagnations, 
Jinkings  of  fpirits,  arid  univerfal  weaknefs  will  fol- 
low ;  becaufe  this  pov/er  of  contraction,  like  the 
wheel  of  a  water  engine,  is  the  grand  and  principal 
caufe  of  the  diftribution  of  the  fluid  through  all  the 
numerous  channels  of  the  fyflerrt. — This  is  a  true, 
though  uncomfortable  reprefentation  of  the  animal 
ceconomy  in  the  decline  of  life;  and  whoever  atten- 
tively furveys  this  picture,  and  acts  anfwerably  to 
the  admonitions  which  it  fuggefts,  will  be  folici- 
tous  to  acquaint  themfelves  with  God  from  their 
youth ;  they  will  dedicate  themfdves  to  their  great 
Creator  in  the  early  ftages  of  life  ;  and  by  fo  doing 
may,  towards  thec'lofe  of  it,  with  a  humble  and  rea- 
fonable  confidence,  hope  that  God  will  not  defert 
them  when  they  are  become  old  and  grey-headed. 

Every  ferious  and  thinking  man  muft  be  con- 
vinced, that  the  confecrating  the  prime  of  his  days 
and  the  vigour  of  his  ftrength  to  Heaven,  is  both 
wifdom  and  piety ;  for  what  can  all  his  fervices 
avail  him,  under  the  corporeal  imbecilities,  mental 
failures,  and  the  many  incidental  evils  of  extreme 
D  3  age? 
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age  ?  To  all  procraftinating  votaries  will  not  the 
prophet's  interrogatory  be  very  appofite  ?  "  If  ye 
*'  offer  the  blind  for  facrifice,  is  it  not  evil  ?  And 
"  "if  ye  offer  the  lame  and  the  fick,  is  it  not  evil  ? 
"  Offer  it  now  unto  thy  governor,  will  he  be 
«  pleafed  with  thee,  or  accept  thy  perfon,  faith  the 
«  Lcrdofhofts?" 

VERSE  7.  Then  faall  the  duji  return  to  the  earth 
as  it  was,  and  the  fpirit  Jhall  return  to  GW,  who 
gave  It. 

But  it  muft  be  alfo  noticed,  that  thefe  deficien- 
cies and  decays  of  the  fyftem  are  the  immediate 
forerunners  of  its  diflblution  ;  that  when  this  great 
change  befalls  us,  the  materials  of  which  our  bodies 
are  compofed,  fhall  be  refolved  into  earth,  from 
•whence  they  were  taken  5  and  our  fouls,  which  ani- 
mated thefe  organiz'd  particles  of  duft,  fhall  return 
to  God  the  father  and  judge  of  our  fpirits,  who  will 
reward  or  punifh  us  according  to  our  deeds  in  the 
flefh.  This  is  an  argument  of  infinite  weight,  and 
far  fuperior  to  any  hitherto  urged  for  the  remem- 
bering our  Creator  in  the  days  of  our  youth :  which 
advice,  if  we  feduloufly  purfue,  we  fhall  have  no 
.  fuffering  to  fear,  but  every  joy  to  hope  for,  "  when 
"  God  fhall  bring  every  work  into  judgment,  with 
«  every  fecret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whe- 
"  her  it  be  evil." 
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SERMON     II. 

St.     J  O  H  N'  S     GOSPEL, 
CHAP.  xi.  VERSES  25  and  26. 

yefus  faid  unto  her,  I  am  the  refurreftion  and  the 
life ;  he  that  believeth  in  me^  though  he  were 
dcad^yet  Jhall  he  live. 

And  whofoever  li-vcth  and  believeth  in  me  Jhall  never 
die.  \ 

THERE  was  at  Bethany  (a  village  within 
two  miles  of  Jerufalem)  a  happy  family, 
whom  our  Lord  had  honoured  with  diftinguimed 
marks  of  his  affection  and  friendftiip.  This  family 
confifted  of  a  brother  and  two  fitters.  Lazarus, 
which  was  the  name  of  the  brother,  laboured  under 
a  diftemper  which  threatened  danger.  His  lifters 
Martha  and  Mary,  being  very  anxious  for  his  life, 
fent  a  meflenger  to  Jefus,  who  was  then  in  the 
country  beyond  Jordan,  to  acquaint  him  with  the 
ficknefs  of  his  friend  Lazarus,  and  to  entreat  his 
perfonal  affiftance.  When  our  Lord  had  received 
the  intelligence,  he  declared  to  his  difciples,  that 
the  diftemper  fhould  not  terminate  in  the  final  re- 
moval of  Lazarus  out  of  this  world,  but  that  his 
temporary  deceafe  mould  occafion  an  illuftrious 
manifcftation  of  the  power  of  God,  and  at  the 
D  4  fame 
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fame  time  fhould  inconteftably  prove  the  divine 
miffion  of  the  Meffiah,  the  Son  of  God. 

The  Evangejift  obferves,  that  Jefus  entertained 
a  very  affe&ionate  regard  for  this  amiable  family. 
But,  notwithstanding  his  kind  attachment  to  Laza- 
rus, it  is  faid,  that  "  he  abode  two  days  {till  in  the 
"  fame  place  where  he  was."  St.  John  might  de- 
fign  to  intimate,  that  our  Lord  forbore  to  haften 
to  Bethany,  becaufe  the  great  length  of  time 
which  intervened  between  the  death  and  refurrec- 
tion  of  Lazarus,  muft  preclude  all  poffibility  of 
doubt  touching  the  fact  of  his  deceafe ;  and  alfo,  that 
our  Lord's  abfence  removed  every  fufpicion  of  fraud 
and  artifice,  and  furnilhed  him  with  an  opportunity 
of  difplaying  his  divine  power  in  the  raifing  of  his 
friend  from  the  dead. 

At  the  expiration  of  two  days,  Jefus  fat  out  for 
Bethany  5  and  was  no  fooner  come  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  afflicted  family,  than  the  news  of 
his  approach  reached  Martha,  who  immediately 
flattened  to  meet  him.  Her  fifter  Mary,  unac- 
quainted with  our  Lord's  arrival,  fat  weeping  in  the 
houfe  with  her  mourning  friends. 

When  Martha  had  found  Jefus,  (he  brake  out 
into  this  plaintive  exclamation  of  forrow,  "  Lord  ! 
"  if  THOU  hadft  been  here  my  brother  had  not 
"  died"  Upon  our  reading  this  paffionate  expref- 
fion  of  grief,  we  are  naturally  led  to  wonder,  how 

Martha, 
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Martha,  who  had  been  intimately  acquainted  with 
our  Lord,  his  doctrines  and  miracles,  could  peffibly 
imagine,  that  the  actual  prefe nee  of  Jefus  was  ne- 
ceftary  to  fave  her  brother  from  death. 

Had  me  never  heard  of  our  Lord's  recovery  of- 
the  Centurion's  fervant  ?  or  of  the  cure  of  the  No- 
bleman's fon  at  the  diftance  of  Cana  from  Caper- 
naum ?  Had  fhe  never  received  any  information 
of  his  fpeaking  the  Ruler's  daughter  into  life,  or  of 
the  reftoration  of  the  Widow's  fon  from  the  dead  ? 
Or  if  it  be  urged,  that  Jefus  was  prefent  when  he 
refcued  thefe  two  inftances  from  the  grave,  can  we 
fuppofe  chat  Martha  really  believed  his  immediate 
prefence  to  be  more  effentially  neceffary  for  the  re- 
ftoration of  the  dead,  than  for  the  recovery  of  the 
diftant  fick  ?  Perhaps  a  reflection  upon  the  nature 
of  excefuve  forrow  will  furnifh  us  with  the  moft 
natural  folulion  of  thefe  difficulties.  It  is  ufual  for 
immoderate  grief  to  chain  the  mind  down  to  the 
particular  object  of  its  attention,  and  to  preclude 
all  due  exertions  of  thought;  tp  vent  its  feelings  in 
imperfect  f_ntences,  and  in  tender  reproaches  of 
friendfhip,  and  upon  fudden  conviction  to  recollect 
itfelf,  and  £lcnce  its  own  emotions.  This  appears 
to  be  the  true  cafe  of  Martha's  fenfations.  She 
had  with  warmth  infmuated  to  our  Lord,  that  her 
brother's  death  was  occaftoned  by  the  noncompli- 
iance  of  Jefus  with  the  meiiage  fhe  had  fent  him 

"of 
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4>f  her  brother's  danger,  and  of  her  importunate 
jdefire  of  his  fpeedy  return  to  Bethany,  But  al- 
though fhe  had  told  him,  in  the  fullnefs  of  her 
heart,  that  if  he  had  been  there,  her  brother  had 
not  died  ;  yet  fhe  appears  to  have  recovered  her 
better  fentiments,  before  fhe  had  finiihed  her 
Speech  j  becaufe  fhe  inftantly  fubjoined,  "  I  know, 
w  that  EVEN  NOW,  whatfoever  thou  wilt  afk  of 
"  God,  God  will  give  it  thee." 

Some  little  difficulty  attends  this  paflage.  Did 
Martha  harbour  any  faint  hopes,  that  Jefus  would 
-reftore  her  brother  to  life  again  ?  This  exprefllon 
of  her  faith  feems  to  imply  as  much ;  and  yet  the  fub- 
fequent  verfes  carry  a  different  import.  For  when 
Jefus  told  her,  that  her  brother  fhould  rife  again, 
fhe  acknowledged  the  truth  of  his  divine  aflertion ; 
but  fhe  difcovered  no  expectations  of  his  refurrec* 
tion  prior  to  the  general  refurre&ion  at  the  LAST 
DAY.  And  although  our  Lord  had  fuggefted  to 
her  ftrong  intimations  of  an  earlier  refurreftion  ; 
yet,  upon  our  Lord's  approach  to  the  grave  of 
Lazarus,  and  commanding  the  ftone  which  cover- 
ed it  to  be  removed,  Martha  is  reprefented  as 
the  only  perfon  who  remonftrated  againft  fo  feem- 
ingly  unneceflary  an  undertaking^  And,  as  the 
reafon  of  her  objection,  fhe  urged  the  prefent  pu- 
trefadion  of  her  brother's  body.  What  then 
could  be  her  meaning,  when  fhe  faid,  "  But  I 
5  «  know, 
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*<  know,  that  even  now,  whatfoever  thou  wilt  afk 
**  of  God,  God  will  give  it  thee  ?"  Perhaps  all 
this  obfcurity  is  likewife  to  be  refolved  into  the 
paflion  of  violent  forrow  ;  which  oftentimes  ftands 
convicted,  and  neverthelefs  acts  contrary  to  its 
own  convictions. 

Thus  it  is  very  common  for  a  man  under  a 
fevere  affliction,  to  believe  one  minute,  and  the 
next  difbelieve,  any  intelligence  that  makes  for  his 
comfort.  Thefe  are  the  natural  contrarieties  of 
the  human  breaft  j  and,  if  properly  attended  to, 
will  account  for  Martha's  conduct  in  the  ftory 
before  us.  It  is  more  than  probable,  that  when 
Jefus  told  her,  her  brother  fhould.  rife  again,  there 
prefented  to  her  mind  fome  glimmering  confufed 
expectations  of  our  Lord's  working  fome  extraor- 
dinary miracle  for  the  confolation  ofherfelf  and  her 
fitter  ;  but  that  fhe  could  not  conceive  any  expli- 
cit ideas  of  fuch  comfort,  is  very  evident  from  the 
verfes  I  have  already  recited.  She  appears  to  be  no 
ways  apprifed  that  our  Lord,  by  any  power  inherent 
in  HIM,  COULD  raife  Lazarus  from  the  dead.  This 
mtftake  our  Lord  rectifies  in  the  fubfequent  verfe  ; 
"  Jefus  faid  unto  her,  /  am  the  RESURRECTION 
"  and  the  MtE  ;  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though 
"  he  were  dead,  yet  (hall  he  live  ;  and  whofoever 
"  liveth  and  believeth  in  me,  (hall  never  die." 
That  is,  I  am  the  author  of  the  refurrection,  and  of 
4he  life  fubfequent  to  the  refurreclion  :  where- 
fore 
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fore  I  am  capable  of  raifmg  the  dead  at 'any  peno4 
ANTECEDENT  to  the  general  refurreclion.  "  He 
«*  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet 
"  fhall  he  "  come  to  life  again,  provided  it  be  my 
will  and  pleafure  to  call  him  from  the  grave. 
"  And  whofoever  liveth,  and  believeth  in  me," 
though  by  nature  he  is  fubjeclred  to  death,  yet  fhall 
he  not  die,  if  I  think  proper  to  prevent  him  from 
dying.  Believeft  thou  this,  Martha?  Art  thou 
thoroughly  perfuaded  by  this  affertion  of  mine, 
that  fuch  an  abfolute  plenitude  of  power  refideth 
in  me  2 

The  ufual  explanation  of  this  pafiage  is  as 
follows : — I  am  the  author  of  the  refurre£Hon  and 
giver  of  life.  Faith  in  me  fhall  occafion  the  dead 
to  live  hereafter,  and  fuch  as  live  by  faith  fhall 
not  continue  under  the  power  of  death. — Though 
thefe  verfes  will  admit  of  fuch  a  commentary,  and 
indeed  will  admit  of  no  other  amongft  us,  fince 
miracles  have  Ceafed  ;  yet  the  preceding  interpre- 
tation appears  to  be  our  Lord's  precife  meaning, 
when  confidered  as  a  reply  to  what  Martha  hail 
immediately  faid  before  :  «  I  know  that  my  bro- 
"  ther  fhall  rife  again  in  the  refurredion  at  the  laft 
"  day."  As  me  had  adually  declared  her  belief 
of  the  refurreclion  of  her  brother  at  the  laft 
day,  there  was  no  room  for  our  Lord  to  add,  af- 
ter what  he  had  faid,  «  Believeft  thou  this  ?"  And 
that  our  Lord's  words  imported  more  than  .the 

refurredtion 
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refurre6Kon  of  Lazarus  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
is  very  evident,  both  from  the  remonftrance  of 
Jefus  againft  the  obje&ion  of  Martha  to  removing 
the  ftone  which  covered  the  fepulchre,  and  from 
the  very  miracle  itfelf  of  the  refurreclion  of  Laza- 
rus. Martha  had  faid  that  her  brother's  body  was 
putrefied ;  but  Jefus  rejoined,  "  Said  I  not  unto 
K  thee,  that  if  thou  wouldeft  believe,  thou  fhouldft 
"  fee  the  glory  of  God  ?" 

The  Evangelift  informs  us,  that  after  Jefus 
had  put  the  interrogatory  to  Martha,  relative  to 
his  ability  of  raifmg  her  brother,  me  immediately 
replied  in  the  affirmative,  and  acknowledged  him 
to  be  the  Mefliah  invefted  with  Almighty  power. 

After  this  declaration  of  her  faith  and  confi- 
dence in  Jefus,  me  haftened  to  her  fifter  Mary, 
and  acquainted  her  that  their  divine  Mafter  was 
arrived,  and  was  making  tender  enquiries  after 
her;  whereupon  fhearofe  up  quickly, and  went  unto 
Jefas.  But  feveral  of  the  Jews,  fufpe&ing  that  {he 
was  going  to  the  grave  to  weep  over  her  depart- 
ed brother,  immediately  followed  her,  in  order  to 
calm  the  tumultuous  agonies  of  her  grief;  by 
which  means  they  became  fpeclators  and  witnefles 
of  the  ftupendous  miracle  which  Jefus  afterwards 
performed. 

As  foon  as  Mary  was  come  into  our  Lord's  pre- 
fence,  me  proftrateJ  herfelf  at  his  feet,  and  with 

ftreaming 
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{treaming  eyes,  faid  to  him,  as  Martha  had  done? 
before  j  "  Lord,  if  THOU  hadft  been  HERE,  my 
*l  BROTHER  HAD  NOT  DIED*"  The  compaiuonate 
Jefus,  moved  by  her  tears,  and  by  the  forrows  of 
her  aflbciates,  fetched  deep  fighs,  and  painfully 
{ympathized  with  the  afflicted  mourners.  He  then' 
interrogated  them  about  the  place  where  they 
had  interred  Lazarus;  they  defired  him  to  ac- 
company them  to  the  tornb  of  the  deccafed. 
Upon  this  occafion,  he  fubjectei!  himfelf  to  all 
the  tender  emotions  of  humanity,  and  wept  great- 
ly. Some  of  the  Jews,  who  beheld  his  tears^ 
could  not  refrain  from  noticing  the  ftrength  of 
his  affe&ion  for  Lazarus;  while  others  reproached 
him  with  the  want  of  power  to  prevent  the  death 
of  his  friend,  and  called  into  queftion  the  reality  of 
the  cure  which  he  had  performed  upon  the  blind 
man  during  the  feaft  of  tabernacles.  Jefus  ob- 
ferving  their  wicked  reflections^  and  obftinate  in- 
credulity, repeated  his  groans,  as  he  was  advancing 
to  the  fepulchre.  It  was  a  cave  hewn  in  a  rock, 
and  a  ftone  lay  upon  it.  After  he  had  command- 
ed the  ftone  to  be  withdrawn,  and  had  addreflcd 
himfelf  to  his  heavenly  Father,  in  a  prayer  of 
thankfgiving  for  the  Divine  power  committed 
unto  him,  he  cried  out  with  a  loud  and  autho- 
ritative voice,  "  Lazarus,  come  forth.  And  he 
"  that  was  dead  came  forth,  bound  hand  and  foot 

«  with 
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w  with  grave  cloaths :  and  his  face  was  bound  about 
*'  with  a  napkin.  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  loofe 
w  him,  and  let  him  go." 

To  comprehend  this  miracle  in  its  full  force,  it 
may  be  expedient  to  remark,  that  it  was  a  cuftom 
with  fome  of  the  eaftern  nations,  before  they  de- 
polited  their  dead  in  the  fepulchre,  to  fwathe  the 
corpfe  in  many  rolls  or  linen  bandages.  After 
this  manner  was  Lazarus  wrapped  when  he  was 
laid  in  his  grave :  wherefore,  when  Lazarus  came 
forth,  he  did  not  come  forward  with  a  progreffive 
motion,  or  as  a  man  walketh ;  but  he  advanced 
like  a  ftatue,  borne  into  the  midft  of  the  crowd  by 
an  invifible  hand.  For,  had  he  fteppetl  out  of  the 
tomb  in  the  common  method  of  human  motion^ 
there  had  been  no  occafion  for  our  Lord  to  fay, 
"  Loofe  him,  and  let  him  go."  Befides,  the  un- 
believing Jews  would  certainly  have  cavilled  at 
fuch  a  manner  of  egrefs,  and  moft  probably  would 
have  thence  taken  an  opportunity  of  faying,  that 
Lazarus  had  concealed  himfelf  in  the  fepulchre  to 
abet  our  Lord's  pretenfions  to  miraculous  power. 
Whereas  the  fact,  taken  in  all  its  circumftances, 
places  the  death  of  Lazarus  beyond  die  power  of 
doubt.  Jefus  ordered  him  to  be  LOOSED,  and 
thereby  permitted  him  to  return  to  his  own  fa- 
mily. As  much  as  if  our  Lord  had  faid,  I  will 
not  reft  the  weight 'and  credit  of  this  mirack  fole- 
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ly  upon  the  attention  of  the  SIGHT  of  the 
titude;  for  this  fenfe  maybe  objected  againft  as 
liable  to  impofition  and  deception.  But  do  you,' 
who  are  now  prefent,  receive  the  conviction" 
arifmg  from  your  FEELING.  Apply  your 
to  the  bandages,  which  fo  ftraitly  infold  the  b^uy 
and  limbs  of  Lazarus,  and  then  fay,  whether  it  be 
poffible  for  him,  under  fuch  ligatures  and  reftric- 
tions,  to  come  forth  from  toe  grave  without  a 
divine  interpofition. 

Having  thus  explained  as  much  of  this  chap- 
'ter  as  bears  any  immediate  connexion  with  my 
text,  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  the  improvement  of 
thofe  words  of  our  blefled  Lord,  "  I  am  the  refur- 
44  reclion  and  the  life ;  he  that  believeth  in  me, 
u  though  he  were  dead,  yet  mail  he  live ;  and  who- 
u  foever  liveth,  and  believeth  in  me,  fhall  never 
«  die." 

Agreeably  to  what  I  have  already  hinted,  this 
pafTage,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  us,  is  to  be  inter- 
preted thus : — I  am  the  author  of  the  refurrection 
and  the  giver  of  eternal  life.  Faith  in  me  fhall 
occafion  the  dead  to  live  hereafter  j  and  whofoever 
liveth  by  faith  {hall  not  continue  under  the  power 
of  death. 

Firft.  This  glorious  do&rine  of  a  happy  futurity 
in  the.  world  to  come,  hath  a  natural  tendency  to 
adjuft  and  regulate  our  eftiir.ace  of  the  things  of 

this 
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this  life.  The  man  who  looks  upon  himfelf  as  a 
candidate  for  immortality  ;  or,  in  the  phrafe  of  the 
apoftle,  the  man,  WHOSE  CONVERSATION  is  IN 
HEAVEN,  cannot  over-rate  the  honours,  pleafures, 
and  profits  of  this  world.  For  were  their  real 
value  far  fuperior  even  to  our  moft  elevated  no- 
tions thereof,  yet  the  good  man  knows,  that  they 
are  lighter  than  the  duft  upon  the  balance,  when 
compared  with  the  happinefs  of  the  celeftial  ftate. 
But  in  truth,  the  joys  of  this  world  are  acknow- 
ledged, by  thofe  who  abound  moft  in  them,  to  be 
difproportionate  to  the  expectations  of  the  pofTef- 
fors.  If  they  be  inferior  in  degree,  and  flow  in 
fucceffion,  then  they  foon  become  infipid,  and  pall 
upon  our  fenfe.  If  they  be  of  a  tumultuous  and 
riotous  nature,  then  they  exhauft  our  fpirits,  an'd 
leave  an  infupportable  languor  hehind  them.  But 
befides  the  infufHciency  and  fatiety  of  all  fublu- 
nary  comforts,  the  uncertaintainty  of  their  con- 
tinuance depreciates  likewife  their  value.  They 
are  as  unftable  as  the  winds  or  the  waves ;  and 
therefore  are  deftitute  of  that  permanency  which  is 
necefTary  to  conftitute  true  happinefs* 

If  thefe  deficiencies  be  confefied,  even  by  the 
voluptuary  and  the  fenfualift,  in  what  a  very  dero- 
gatory light  muft  the  pleafures  of  this  world  appear 
to  the  exalted  mind  of  a  Chriftian,  who  is  daily 
contraiting  their  emptinefs,  brevity,  and  inlrability, 

VOL.  II.  F.  with 
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with  the  plenitude,  excellence,  and  eternity  of 
thofe  pleafures,  which  are  "  at  the  right  hand  of 
«  God !" 

But,  as  the  enlightened  Chriftian  can,  of  all 
men,  alone  afcertain  the  exact  worth  of  tcrreftrial 
comforts,  fo  it  is  he  only  who  can  properly  enjoy 
them. 

The  thoughts  of  death  muft  frequently  inter- 
fere with  the  delights  of  that  man  who  places  his 
felicity  in  the  things  of  this  life.  Agreeably  to 
the  judicious  obfervation  of  the  wife  fon  of  Sirach, 
"  Oh  death  !  how  bitter  is  the  remembrance  of 
"  thee,  to  a  man  who  lives  at  reft  in  his  poflef- 
"  fions ;  unto  the  man  who  hath  nothing  to  vex 
"  him,  and  who  hath  profperity  in  all  things  !" 
Upon  men  of  this  complexion,  every  memento 
of  mortality  will,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  have 
the  fame  effect,  as  the  hand-writing  on  the  wall 
had  upon  the  Babylonian  monarch,  "  whofe  coun- 
"  tenance  was  changed,  and  whofe  thoughts  trou- 
"  bled  him ;  fo  that  the  joints  of  his  loins  were  loof- 
"  ed,  and  his  knees  fmote  one  againft  another." 

Indeed  it  appears  almoft  an  impoflibility  for 
any  of  us  to  have  the  thorough  tafte  and  enjoy- 
ment of  pleafures,  which  either  may  be  taken 
away  from  us  unexpectedly,  or  from  which  we 
may  be  unexpectedly  removed.  And  reflections 
upon  fuch  precarioufnefs  of  tenure  will  often 

crowd 
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crowd  into  our  minds,  notwithftanding  our  moft 
felicitous  endeavours  to  bar  the  door  againft 
them.  We  may  be  frequently  fhifting  fcenes, 
may  fly  from  one  amufement  to  another,  and 
endeavour  to  lofe  ourfelves  amidft  riot  and  difli- 
pation ;  but  remembrances  of  our  mortality  will 
often  prefent  themfelves  to  our  reluctant  con- 
fciences,  fuggeft  the  moft  mortifying  leflbns, 
and  intermingle  our  cups  with  wormwood  and 
gall. 

Now,  let  us  take  a  furvey  of  the  bread  of  that 
man,  who  looks  upon  this  world  only  as  a  paflage 
to  a  better — who  knows,  "  that  when  the  earth- 
"  ly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  is  diflblved,  he  hath 
"  a  building  of  God,  a  houfe  not  made  with  hands, 
<c  eternal  in  the  heavens"— who  is  perfectly  fati£- 
fied  of  a  glorious  reverfion  hereafter,  even  of 
an  inheritance  among  the  faints  in  life,  "  uncor- 
tc  ruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away." 
Shall  not  fuch  a  man  have  a  more  undifturbed 
pofTeflion,  and  a  truer  relifh  of  the  good  things  of 
this  world,  than  he  who  is  fure  of  being  taken 
away  from  them,  fooner  or  later,  and  when  this 
period  happens,  is  likewife  fure  of  being  undone, 
having  nothing  to  hope  for  beyond  the  grave. 
You  will  obferve,  that  the  fears  of  death  muft  un- 
avoidably fpoil  the  pleafures  of  that  perfon,  whofe 
expectations  terminate  with  his  mortal  exiftence, 
E  2  Whereas 
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Whereas  the  fmcere  and  pious  Chriftian,  who  firmly 
believes  a  refurreclion  unto  eternal  life,  hath  no- 
thing to  fear  from  the  hand  of  death,  and  therefore 
nothing  to  blunt  the  edge,  or  impair  the  relifh  of 
allowable  pleafures.  On  the  contrary,  to  fuch  a 
perfon  the  word  dying  carries  a  gainful  notion  in  it, 
importing  delights  infinitely  preferable  to  all  the 
joys  of  flefh  and  fenfe.  But  I  fhall  proceed  to  a 
more  important  improvement. 

Secondly.  The  well-grounded  aflurances  of  a 
blefled  immortality  are  our  beft  fupports  under 
every  afflictive  providence.  Many  and  weighty 
are  the  calamities  of  this  life  ;  and  miferable  will 
that  man  be  who  flatters  himfelf  with  an  imaginary 
exemption  from  them  ;  or  who  hath  made  no  pro- 
vifion  againft  the  days  of  forrow  and  extremity. 
Surprife  and  unpreparednefs  will  quicken  his  (uf- 
ferings,  and  render  his  afflictions  additionally  heavy. 
Philofophy  hath  framed  a  variety  of  fchemes  to  fuf- 
tain  the  foul  under  the  preflures  of  adverfity ;  but  to 
every  fyftem  we  may  with  great  propriety  apply 
that  emphatical  paflage  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah : 
"  The  bed  is  fhorter  than  that  a  man  can  ftretch 
"  himfelf  on  it,  and  the  covering  narrower  than 
"  that  he  can  wrap  himfelf  in  it."  The  utmoft 
that  can  be  faid  of  the  very  beft  of  fuch  fyftems 
is  this,  that  they  SILENCE  rather  than  fatisfy  the 
human  mind. 
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But  are  there  no  other  refources  than  thofe  of 
philofophy?  no  other  comforts  than  what  are 
reached  out  to  us  by  the  COLD  hand  of  reafon  ? 
Let  us  then  turn  our  eyes  to  religion,  and  afk 
whether  "  there  be  no  balm  in  Gilead"  to  mollify 
the  wounds  and  bruifes  of  affliction  ?  Yes,  the 
profpe6t  which  Chriftianity  affords  of  a  happy  im- 
mortality is  a  fovereign  medicine  for  the  greateft 
evils  that  can  pofilbly  befal  us.  He  who  knows 
that  his  fufferings  are  but  momentary,  and  that 
they  will  work  out  for  him  an  exceeding  weight 
of  glory,  can  never  fink  under  his  burden,  or  re- 
pine at  the  difpenfations  of  Providence. 

Our  martyrology  would  have  been  fcanty,  and 
never  have  amounted  to  a  glorious  army,  if  the 
hopes  of  a  refurrection  to  immortal  life  had  not 
animated  thofe  perfecuted  worthies.  For  thefe 
bleffed  expectations  they  not  only  facrificed  every 
worldly  intereft,  but  even  chearfully  fubmitted  to 
poverty,  torture,  and  death.  If  then  thofe  illuftri- 
ous  faints  could  fuftain  fuch  nery  trials  by  the 
hopes  of  a  joyful  refurrection,  fhall  not  this  divine 
doctrine  enable  us  to  pofiJbfs  our  fouls  in  patience 
and  thankfulnefs  under  very  inferior  forrows,  gra- 
cioufly  intermingled  with  comforts  ?  Alas  !  what 
are  the  diftrefles  v/hich  we  undergo,  compared 
with  the  fufferings  of  the  primitive  martyrs  r 
The  apoftle,  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  afiuie* 
E  3  us, 
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us,  that  the  champions  of  religion  "  had  trials  of 
"  cruel  mockings  and  fcourging,  bonds,  and  im- 
t£  prifonments  ;  that  they  wandered  in  deferts 
"  and  mountains,  and  in  dens  and  caves  of  the 
"  earth;  that  they  were  even  ftoned,  fawn  afunder, 
"  and  flain  with  the  fword."  Can  the  moft  af- 
flidted  of  us  all  ftand  forth  and  fay,  that  thefe  cru- 
elties are  our  portion  ?  Hath  any  calamity  befal- 
len us,  but  fuch  as  is  common  to  man  ?  And 
although  it  is  very  true  that  many  of  the  afflictions 
incident  to  humanity  are  very  fevere,  and  over- 
matches for  our  ftrength,  unafftfted  by  religion,  yet 
they  are  greatly  unequal  to  the  fufferings  of  the 
primitive  Chriftians  ;  and  therefore,  if  the  hopes 
of  a  future  life  and  immortality  are  incapable  of 
fupporting  us  under  forrows  lefs  painful  and  lefs 
weighty,  it  is  evident  that  the  fault  muft  lie  at  our 
doors  j  that  fuch  deficiency  is  not  imputable  to 
the  do<£lrine  of  the  refurre&ion,  but  to  the  weak- 
nefs  of  our  faith.  Indeed  the  very  befl  of  us  all 
are  too  much  attached  to  this  world ;  and  hence  it 
happens,  that  when  difappointment  and  troubles 
arife,  we  are  precluded  thofe  comforts,  which  re- 
fult  from  a  more  intimate  connection  with  things 
above. 

Thirdly  and  laftly.  This  divine  truth,  of  a  re- 
furre&ion  to  everlafting  life,  is  the  only  refuge  of 
our  agonizing  fouls  at  the  hour  of  death. 

5  Mankind 
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Mankind  may  fpeak  as  favourably  as  they  pleafe 
of  their  exigence  terminating  with  their  prefent 
being,  but  annihilation  is  a  fubjecl:  which  the  hu- 
man mind  fhudders  at,  and  is  the  pitiful  beggarly 
refort  of  the  defpairing  finner.  Could  we  look  into 
the  believer' s  breail,  when  the  pains  of  death  have 
encompafled  him,  fuch  an  infpeftion  would  difco- 
ver  the  triumphant  exultation  of  the  Chriftian  over 
mortality  and  the  grave.  How  glorious  are  thofe 
hopes  which  can  iupport  the  foul  amidft  the  con- 
vulfions  of  difiblving  nature,  difpel  the  horrors  of 
anxiety,  and  irradiate  the  dark  valley  of  death  ! 

Will  riches  avail  us  at  that  awful  period  ?  or  will 
titles  then  ftand  the  diftinguiflied  character  in  any 
Head  ?  The  poverty  of  wealth,  and  the  littlenefs 
of  honour,  never  appear  fo  confpicuous  as  in  the 
dying  hour.  How  infinitely  valuable,  therefore, 
muft  be  thofe  principles,  which  can  afford  us  com- 
fort when  we  ftand  moft  in  need  of  it ;  can  admi- 
nifter  it,  when  all  the  acquifitions  of  this  world  are 
incapable  of  doing  fo;  and  canfupply  us  with  fuch 
confolations  as  fhall  be  abundantly  adequate  to 
that  dreadful  extremity  ! 

But  our  Lord  hath  afTured  us,  that  to  him  only 
we  are  indebted  for  our  refurredtion  to  eternal 
happinefs.  Should  we  not  then  moft  folicitoufly 
endeavour  to  fecure  an  intereft  in  fo  gracious  a  be- 
nefactor, and  to  act  anfwerably  to  the  terms  and 
E  4  conditions 
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conditions  of  fo  great  falvation  ?  Oh  !  my 
brethren,  let  us  chearfully  comply  with  all  his 
commands,  however  dear  fuch  a  compliance  may 
coft  us ;  then  fhall  we  have  the  confcioufnefs  of 
our  obedience,  and  the  afiiftances  of  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, to  fuftain  us  in  our  laft  conflict. 

May  the  confideration  of  a  future  ftate  moderate 
our  forrows  for  the  removal  of  our  friends,  forbid 
our  mourning  as  "  others  that  have  no  hope." 
When  we  are  attending  their  remains  "  unto  the 
«  houfe  appointed  for  all  living,"  and,  in  the  words 
of  the  Evangelift,  "  are  going  to  the  grave  to 
"  weep  there,"  let  us  take  care  that  our  fenti- 
ments  and  fenfations  be  fuch  "  as  become  the  gof- 
"  pel  of  Chrift."  For  if  our  affection  be  great, 
and  our  lofs  fevere,  it  is  too  probable  that  grief 
will  fuggeft  ideas  inconfiftent  with  our  religious 
hopes.  The  filence  and  folemnity  of  the  fcene, 
and  the  forrows  arifing  from  a  reflection  "  that  we 
"  fliall  fee  the  faces  of  our  departed  friends  no 
"  more,"  are  apt  to  (hut  out  every  encouraging 
thought  relative  to  a  happy  futurity.  But  while 
we  are  thus  indulging  defponding  tendencies,  and 
imagining  that  we  are  going  to  confign  the  afh'es 
of  our  friends  to  everlafting  darknefs  and  oblivion, 
we  are  comfortably  recovered  from  our  melancholy 
by  the  divine  aflurances  of  a  blefled  immortality. 
K  I  am  the  refurredion  and  the  life,"  faith  the 

Lord  j 
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Lord  ;  "  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were 
"  dead,  yet  fhall  he  live ;  and  whofoever  liveth,  and 
"  believeth  in  me,  (hall  never  die." 

.  May  thefe  gracious  words  fink  deeply  into  our 
hearts,  and  regulate  the  conduct  of  our  lives  !  Let 
them  not  be  reftricled  by  us  only  to  funeral  folem- 
nities,  but  let  them  be  the  daily  fubjecl:  of  our  me- 
ditations ;  be  ever  about  our  path  and  about  our 
bed,  ever  influence  our  thoughts  and  direct  our 
ways  j  "  that  fo,  when  the  hour  (hall  arrive,  in  the 
"  which  all  that  are  in  their  graves  {hall  hear  the 
u  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  we,  by  having  abounded 
"  in  every  good  word  and  work,  may  come  forth 
"  unto  the  refurre&ion  of  eternal  life." 

Grant  this,  Almighty  God,  for  the  fake  of  our 
blefled  Saviour  and  Redeemer ;  to  whom,  with  thee 
O  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  afcribedall  ho- 
nour, majefty,  and  dominion,  now  and  evermore. 


SERMON 
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PSALM   xix.    VERSE  12. 

Who  can  under/land  bis  errors  ?     Cleanfe  thou 
me  from  fecret  faults* 

IT  hath  long  been  received  as  an  inconteflable 
truth,thatit  is  the  hardeft  thing  in  the  world  for  a 
man  to  acquire  a  full  and  exact  knowledge  of  himfelf. 
It  is  likewife  an  eftablifhed  maxim,  that  fuch  know- 
ledge, fofar  as  it  is  afcertainable  by  us,  is  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary  both  to  our  comfort  in  this  world,  and 
to  our  everlafting  happinefs  in  the  next.  Whence 
comes  it  about,  then,  that  a  ftudy  fo  very  eflential  to 
our  welfare  here  and  hereafter,  is  not  only  fo  little 
regarded  by  us,  but  is  the  moft  difagreeable  lefibii 
which  can  poflibly  be  obtruded  upon  human  na- 
ture ?  We  confefs  the  utility,  importance,  and  fu- 
perior  worth  of  this  branch  of  fcience,  but  never- 
thelefs  we  fhun  all  fuch  learning  as  much  as  we  can ; 
or  if  we  have  engaged  in  it,  we  fall  upon  a  thoufand 
beggarly  expedients  to  evade  application  and  dili- 
gence. 

When  we  paflionately  love  our  friends,  do  we 
not  feek  opportunities  of  introducing  ourfelves  into 
their  company,  take  pleafure  in  their  converfation, 
and  quit  their  fociety  with  reluctance  ? 

But 
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But  felf  is  a  nearer  and  dearer  intimate  than  a 
friend.  Whence  happens  it,  then,  that  man  is  fo 
averfe  to  a  clofe  acquaintance  and  connection  with 
this  beloved  objeft  ?  That  be  is  fo,  is  evident  from 
his  conduit  j  for  otherwife  how  can  we  account  for 
his  daily  purfuit  of  little,  mean,  and  infipid  amufe- 
ments  ;  for  his  reftlefs  defires  of  fliifting  the 
fcene,  and  going  upon  a  frelh  fcent  after  pleafure  ? 
Why  doth  he  plan  an  unremitting  fucceflion  of 
entertainments,  and  hourly  confign  himfelf  over 
from  one  folly  to  another  ?  Why  doth  he  hurry 
from  country  to  town,  and  from  the  town  back 
again  into  the  country,  in  queft  of  fomething  new  ? 
Why  are  foreign  and  adventitious  delights,  change 
of  place,  and  change  of  cpmpany,  the  everlafting 
fubjects  of  his  thoughts  ?  Why  ?  but  becaufe  home 
is  extremely  irkfome  to  him,  and  his  own  com- 
pany the  moil  unacceptable  of  any  he  can  meet 
with. 

The  Pfalmift  afketh,  «  Who  can  underftand 
"  his  errors?"  Not  that  man,  moll  affuredly,  who 
maintains  an  indifference  to  this  enquiry,  who 
never  infpe£h  into  his  own  breait,  nor  careth 
how  oft  he  offendeth. 

But  it  is  a  point  agreed  upon  by  the  wife,  the 
virtuous,  and  the  religious,  that  SELF-ACQUAINT- 
ANCE is  of  unfpeakable  weight  and  conlequence 
to  every  one  of  us. 

Surely 
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Surely  then  it  muft  be  worth  our  while  to  exa- 
mine into  the  caufes  ©f  our  difguft  to  this  impor- 
tant branch  of  knowledge ;  and  in  the  next  place  to 
inveftigate  thofe  meafures  which  have  a  direcl:  ten- 
dency to  make  us  proficients  in  this  moft  valuable 
and  extenfive  field  of  literature. 
•  i  ft.  Let  us  endeavour  to  fearch  out  the  caufes 
of  that  ufual  indifference  and  diflike,  which  the  ge- 
neral herd  of  mankind  difcover  to  a  thorough  ac- 
quaintance and  knowledge  of  themfelves. 

I.  One  grand  obftacle  to  this  inftructive  ftudy 
is  levity  of  fpirit. 

This  difpofition,  next  to  a  vicious  temper,  is  one 
of  the  moft  unhappy  turns,  which  the  human  mind 
can  take.  It  brings  us  back  again  to  a  ftate  of 
childhood ;  and  the  only  obfervable  difference  is 
an  exchange  of  toys,  A  man  of  this  complexion 
is  the  dupe  of  every  extravagant  fancy  which 
arifeth  in  his  breaft.  He  refembles  that  mariner 
who  puts  to  fea  without  rudder,  anchor,  or  defti- 
nation  of  port.  No  concerted  plan  to  determine 
his  voyage,  no  inftruments  to  regulate  his  courfe, 
or  to  withhold  him  from  being  driven  back  by 
contrary  currents. 

A  light,  wanton,  and  defultory  temper  is  inca- 
pable  of  that  attention,  fteadinefs,  and  perfeve- 
rance,  which  are  requifite  for  fober  thought  and 

ufeful 
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ufeful  reflection.  Every  new  vanity  arrefts  the 
eye  and  takes  pofleffion  of  the  heart  j  it  is  not  the 
worthy  but  the  novelty  of  the  object  which  recom- 
mends it,  and  no  fooner  is  the  novelty  worn  off", 
than  the  mind  fickens  of  fruition,  and  is  impatient 
to  go  after  new  purfuits. 

But  is  not  this  levity  of  difpofition  highly  dero- 
gatory to  the  dignity  of  reafonable  beings  ?  And, 
when  we  confider  that  we  are  candidates  for  eter- 
nity, and  haftening,  as  faft  as  time  can  carry  us,  to 
another  ftate  of  exiftence,  in  what  a  criminal  light 
doth  this  temper  appear  to  every  ferious  obferver  ? 
Shall  a  man,  who  hath  bufmefs  of  everlafting  im- 
portance to  tranfact,  and  a  very  fliort  period  al- 
lotted him  for  the  negotiating  of  fuch  va/1  con- 
cerns, fuffer  himfelf  to  be  drawn  afide  by  vain 
amufements,  and  to  lofe  fight  of  his  grand  object  ? 
Shall  he,  whofe  all  lies  at  ftake,  and  whofe  immor- 
tal happinefs  depends  upon  the  due  improvement  of 
life's  narrow  fpan,  be  negligent  of  his  main  interefl, 
and  abandon  himfelf  to  trifles  and  puerilities  ?  Will 
he  not,  on  the  other  hand,  weigh  even  MOMENTS 
in  the  balance,  nor  part  with  one  of  them,  but  in 
purchafe  of  its  real  value  ? 

II.  Indolence  is  another  impediment  to  the 
knowledge  I  am  treating  of. 

Some  men  are  of  that  fluggifh  difpofition,  as  to 
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remain  immoveable  even  nnder  conviction.  Al- 
though they  are  thoroughly  fatisfied  of  the  force  of 
a  duty,  and  acknowledge  the  neceffity  of  pra&ifing 
it,  yet  they  cannot  prevail  with  themfelves  to  fet 
about  it.  They  frame  a  thoufand  excufes  to  avoid 
a  prefent  trouble,  and  are  continually  putting  off 
till  to-morrow,  that  which  they  ought  to  do  to-day; 
for  indolent  perfons  are  always  dilatory,  and  repofe 
great  confidence  in  a  precarious  futurity.  Their 
only  objection  to  the  time  prefent  is,  becaufe  it  is 
fo;  and  therefore,  while  this  habit  continues,  every 
future  opportunity  will  be  as  objectionable,  when 
it  arrives,  as  prior  opportunities  have  been. 

Such  a  temper  is  highly  culpable  at  all  times  j 
but  the  folly  thereof  is  greatly  aggravated,  when 
matters  of  infinite  confequence  call  for  immediate 
difpatch.  The  man  who  compofes  himfelf  to  fleep 
during  a  ftorm,  when  the  endangered  veflel  re- 
quires his  utmoft  exertion,  or  who,  during  a 
fire,  fupinely  fits  folding  his  hands,  when  his 
fafety  demands  the  moft  expeditious  fpeed,  can 
NEVER  be  able  to  lift  up  his  head  under  that  load  of 
reproach  with  which  the  world  will  condemn  fuch 
egregious  floth.  But  can  this  be  a  more  blameable 
character  than  bist  who,  when  affairs  of  ETERNAL 
moment  claim  the  greateft  attention,  diligence,  and 
activity,  is  infenfible  oifucb  engagements,  and  re- 
gardlefs  of  his  future  welfare  ? 

III.    A 
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III.  A  third  obflacle  to  felf-acquaintance  is 
an  immoderate  thirft  after  pleafure. 

This  truth  will  appear  very  evident,  if  we  con- 
fider,  in  the  firft  place,  that  pleafure  is  always 
fure  to  engrofs  the  heart  of  that  man  who  addifts 
himfelf  to  it ;  and,  in  the  fecond  place,  that  it  ener- 
vates and  difqualifies  the  mind  for  all  laborious 
purfuits.  The  love  of  pleafurc  is  that  commanding 
paffion  which  ufurps  defpotic  power,  and  fuffers 
no  power  to  approach  its  throne,  or  djfpute  with 
it  the  empire  of  the  human  breaft.  And  whoever 
yields  himfelf  up  to  pleafure,  forfeits  his  liberty, 
and  will  find  it  a  moft  difficult  tafk  to  break  loofe 
from  his  bonds.  Miferable,  then,  are  thofe  cap- 
tives, to  whom  enlargement  £iid  freedom  are  al- 
moft  impoflible  acquisitions  !  How  cautious  ought 
we  to  be  of  all  fuch  furrenders  of  ourfelves,  as 
preclude  us  the  power  of  a&ing  a  wifer  part  for 
the  future  !  How  careful  to  Ihun  fuch  engage- 
ments, as  are  incompatible  with  thought  and  re- 
flection, and  leave  no  room  for  the  refpe&ive 
offices  and  duties  of  life  !  Engagements^  which 
render  youth  inglorious,  and  old  age  Contemp- 
tible. 

But  fuch  caution  appears  additionally  necef- 
fary,  when  we  confider  the  pernicious  influ- 
ences and  effects  of  pleafure  on  the  mind  of  man- 
That 
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That  it  not  only  alienates  our  affections  from 
God,  feduces  us  from  our  duty,  and  arrogates  the 
fole  pofleffion  of  our  hearts  -,  but,  what  is  a  more 
dangerous  evil  fHll,  it  likewife  emafculates  the  hu- 
man mind,  enervates  all  the  powers  of  the  foul, 
and  difables  us  from  the  purfuit  of  what  is  great 
and  good. 

To  a  man  who- prizes  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence, captivity  is  one  of  the  greatcfl  calamities 
which  can  befal  him.  But  the  lofs  of  freedom, 
accompanied  with  lofs  of  ftrength — a  ftate  of 
fervitude,  and  at  the  fame  time  an  impotence  of 
reafon  to  extricate  him  cut  of  his  flavery — are 
furely  the  foreft  misfortunes  that  can  happen  to  hu- 
manity: and,  more  particularly,  when  we  fubjoin, 
that  pleafure  not  only  robs  us  of  our  ftrength,  but 
intoxicates  the  underflanding,  reconciles  us  to  our 
fetters,  and  renders  us  averfe  to  a  difcharge  from 
our  bondage.  The  knowledge  of  ourfelves  is  a 
laborious  ftudy,  and  requires  conftant  attention 
and  indefatigable  induftry.  No  wonder,  then,  that 
a  mind  immerfed  in  pleafures  is  reluctant  to  this 
arduous  tafk.  Such  averfation  is  the  natural 
confequence  of  voluptuoufnefs  and  effeminacy. 
It  may,  with  the  ftricteft  propriety,  be  faid  of 
pleafure,  "  that  HER.  poifon  is  like  the  poifon  of 
"  a  ferpent,  and  that  the  votaries  of  Pleafure  are 

"  like 
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«  like  the  deaf  adder,  that  ftoppeth  her  ear } 
"  which  refufeth  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  charm- 
"  er,  charm  he  never  fo  wifely." 

What  hath  been  faid  upon  the  fubjecl:  of  plea- 
fure,  will  hold  good  with  refpect  to  wealth  and 
ambition.  The  leading  paflion,  ivbatever  it  /V, 
is  always  imperious  and  clamorous  in  its  de- 
mands, and  never  can  brook  a  competitor.  Talk 
to  him  that  is  greedy  of  gain,  or  to  the  ambi- 
tious perfon,  about  felf-acquaintance,  urge  the 
dignity  of  the  fcience,  and  expatiate  upon  its 
extenfive  advantages;  and  you  fhall  be  fure  to 
find  yourfelf  a  moil  unwelcome  preceptor.  So- 
licit the  attentive  regards  of  that  man,  whofe 
heated  imagination  exhibits  fplendors  and  titles  to 
his  view ;  attempt  converfation  with  the  man  of 
bufmefs,  who  rifes  early,  goes  to  bed  late,  and 
eats  the  bread  of  carefulnefs,  in  order  to  accumu- 
late riches;  and  what  reception  will  you  meet 
with  from  either  of  thefe  characters  ?  Like  Felix, 
although  converts  to  the  truth  of  your  doctrine, 
they  will  difmifs  you  in  hafte,  and  fay,  "  Go 
"  thy  way  for  this  time,  when  I  have  a  con- 
"  venient  feafon,  I  will  call  for  thee."  And, 
indeed,  if  they  proceed  fo  far,  it  is  the  utmoft 
you  are  to  expecl:  from  them.  For,  as  the  pro- 
mife  is  conditional,  and  that  convenient  feafon 

VOL.  II.  F  will 
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will  never  arrive,  fo  the  performance  of  their  pro-' 
mife  will  never  be  fulfilled. 

But  it  is  not  always  levity  or  lazinefs ;  it  is 
not  only  the  love  of  pleafure,  honour,  or  riches, 
which  keeps  men  off  from  an  acquaintance  with 
their  own  hearts.  It  is  fometimes  a  ftrong  fuf- 
picion,  that  their  breafts  will  not  bear  an  infpec- 
tion.  They  have  reafon  to  fear  that  things  go 
wrong  THERE,  and  therefore  they  decline  all  en- 
quiries j  as  they  who  run  behind  hand  in  the 
world  do  not  care  to  look  into  their  books. 

Sad  indeed  is  the  cafe  of  that  man,  whofe 
guilt  deters  him  from  all  refearches  into  his  own 
bofom.  But,  neverthelefs,  he  will  do  well  to  con- 
fider,  that,  however  painful  fuch  examinations 
may  be,  they  are  abfolutely  neceffary,  to  prevent 
further  acceffions  of  guilt,  and  by  a  fmcere  repen- 
tance to  cancel  his  former  fcore. 

Shall  he  who  is  fenfible  that  he  is  in  a  difeafed 
condition,  defer  the  means  of  cure  becaufe  me- 
dicines are  offenfive  to  the  palate,  and  occafion 
a  temporary  uneafmefs  during  their  operation  ? 
On  the  other  hand,  will  not  delays  rivet  the  dif- 
temper,  and  render  matters  altogether  defperate  ? 
Or  (to  continue  the  former  allufion)  can  a  man, 
whofe  fortune  is  notorioufly  upon  the  decline, 
ever  retrieve  his  affairs  without  examining  into 
x  his 
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his  accounts,  and  thereby  difcovering  the  caufes 
of  the  decay  of  his  eftate.  It  is  true,  that  fuch 
retrofpecls  will  be  productive  of  much  inquie- 
tude, becaufe  many  articles  will  reproach  him  for 
his  indifcretion,  folly,  and  extravagance  ;  but  fuch 
infpe&ion  is  his  fole  expedient,  to  preclude  his 
ruin,  and  his  prefent  fufferings  are  his  beft  fecu- 
rity  againft  his  commiflion  of  future  errors. 

The  cafe  is  precifely  the  fame  with  regard  to 
mental  arithmetic.  The  books  of  the  bread  are 
frequently  to  be  looked  into,  accounts  to  be  faith-, 
fully  ftated,  and  a  man's  conduct  to  be  deter- 
mined accordingly. 

But  this  brings  me  to  the  fecond  general  head 
of  my  difcourfe ;  namely,  to  inveftigate  thofe 
meafures  which  have  an  immediate  tendency  to 
make  us  proficients  in  the  fchool  of  felf- know- 
ledge. 

The  royal  Pfalmift  hath  furnifhed  us  with  a 
moft  excellent  rule  relative  to  this  grand  en- 
quiry— "  Commune  with  your  own  heart  in  your 
"chamber;"  or,  as  the  words  run  in  the  later 
tranflation,  "  commune  with  your  own  heart  up- 
u  on  your  bed."  The  beft  place  and  the  moft 
feafonable  period  for  felf-converfe  !  The  pri- 
vacy, filence,  and  folemnity  of  the  fcene,  all 
contribute  to  compofure,  thought,  and  ferioufnefs. 
There  the  vanities  and  vexations  of  this  world 
F  ?,  are 
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are  excluded.  The  labours  and  ordinary  occu- 
pations of  life  ceafe,  and  all  animofities,  Itruggles, 
and  competitions  are  quite  fubfided.  In  this  fe- 
queftered  retreat,  all  marks  of  diftinclion  are  laid 
afide  —  the  high  and  the  low,  the  prince  and 
the  fubjecl:,  are  all  upon  the  fame  level ;  equally 
under  the  eye  of  one  common  mafter,  and  equal- 
ly defirous  of  recommending  themfelves  to  his 
mercy,  protection,  and  favour. 

Well,  therefore,  hath  the  Pfalmift  recommend- 
ed our  chambers  for  felf-communion ;  where  the 
foul  can  retire  without  interruption,  and  afcertain 
a  true  knowledge  of  her  ftate  ;  can  balance  her 
accounts,  examine  her  gains  and  her  lofles,  and 
obferve  what  proportion  they  bear  to  each  other; 
can  difcover  the  particulars  wherein  her  conduct 
hath  been  faulty,  and  learn  how  to  rectify  fuch 
errors  for  the  time  to  come. 

I  ft.  In  the  firft  place,  whoever  is  defirous  of 
obtaining  a  large  portion  of  felf-knowledge,  muft 
fcrutinize  into  his  own  heart  with  great  care  and 
diligence. 

It  is  a  ftudy  that  calls  for  unwearied  appli- 
cation ;  and  he  who  thinks  otherwife,  will  find 
himfelf  in  a  great  error,  when  he  comes  to  make 
the  experiment.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  per- 
vade the  intimate  recefles  of  our  own  bofoms. 
There  are  fo  many  turnings  and  windings  to  ob- 

ftruft 
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(trucl  and  confound  our  fearch,  and  fo  much  art 
and  difguife  pra&ifed  there,  to  difcourage  and 
miflead  us  in  our  enquiries,  that  it  demands  no 
finall  {hare  of  refolution  and  perfeverance  to  con- 
tinue our  purfuits  of  knowledge.  The  prophet 
Jeremiah  aflures  us,  that  "  the  heart  is  de- 
"  ceitful  above  all  things,"  and,  under  the  form 
of  an  interrogatory,  he  infinuates  the  difficulty 
of  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  it,  "  WHO  CAN 
"  KNOW  IT  ?"  And  indeed  it  is  much  more 
deceitful  than  we  are  aware  of.  Although  we 
may  cenfure  our  neighbours  fometimes  for  their 
unjuft  dealings  and  fraudulent  behaviour  towards 
us,  yet  we  may  neverthelefs  be  aflured,  that  the 
greateft  of  all  cheats  are  the  inmates  of  our  own 
breafts.  And  that,  as  they  are  ever  prefent  with 
us,  and  ever  ready  to  beguile  us,  we  cannot  be 
too  much  upon  our  guard  againft  their  treachery 
and  artifice. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  it  is  with  great 
reluctance  we  enter  upon  this  ftudy  of  ourfelves, 
and  that  we  are  too  apt  to  be  pleafed  with  every 
trifling  avocation  which  falls  in  our  way.  This 
circumftance  abundantly  fuggefts  to  us  the  great 
neceffity  of  vigilance,  attention,  and  induftry  in 
our  profecution  of  this  important  branch  of 
knowledge.  JBut, 

F  2. 
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2dly.  Again,  we  muft  likewife  pradlife  the 
utmoft  SINCERITY,  when  we  fit  in  judgment 
upon  ourfelves,  ever  remembering,  that  there 
will  be  a  RE-HEARING  in  another  court,  and  that 
we  fhall  be  called  to  a  ftrict  account,  at  God's 
tribunal,  for  partiality  and  felf-indulgence. 

As  man  is  both  the  judge  and  the  criminal,  he 
will  be  in  great  danger  (unlefs  very  much  upon  his 
guard)  of  being  Hailed  in  his  judicial  capacity, 
and  paffing  fuch  a  favourable  fentence  upon  him- 
felf  as  will  be  fet  afide  hereafter,  and  fubject  him 
to  the  fevereft  punifhment.  We  muft  not  think 
of  pleading  ignorance  or  inability  at  the  bar  of 
God,  in  j  unification  of  our  partial  awards. 

As  we  are  appointed  judges  of  our  own  breafts, 
fo  the  fault  will  lie  at  our  doors,  if  we  do  not 
endeavour  our  very  utmoft  to  qualify  ourfelves 
for  this  ferious  and  awful  province.  The  Al- 
mighty hath  given  us  capacities  for  this  end  ;  and 
woe  to  us  if  we  do  not  improve  them  to  the 
purpofes  for  which  they  were  beftowed  upon  us. 
It  is  an  undoubted  truth,  that  this  judiciary  office 
is  a  very  arduous  appointment.  But  the  diffi- 
culties which  accompany  it  will  never  be  admit- 
ted as  excufes  for  inattention  and  negligence, 
and  much  lefs  for  partiality  and  falfehood,  in  our 
execution  of  this  great  truft.  Whatever  lets  and 

and 
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and  difcouragements  may  lie  in  our  way— what- 
ever labour  and  toil  we  may  undergo,  all  thefe 
temporary  inconveniences  or  evils  are  defigned  to 
render  us  more  watchful,  more  a£tive,  and  more 
exa&  in  our  difcharge  of  this  folemn  and  momen- 
tous duty. 

Wherefore,  fmce  ability,  diligence,  and  impar- 
tiality are  expected  at  our  hands,  let  us  "  keep  our 
"  hearts  with  all  diligence,"  fetting  a  guard  at 
every  avenue,  where  vice  or  folly  may  gain  ad- 
miflion.  Many  and  various  are  the  inlets  of  fin 
and  corruption :  from  our  very  tempers,  inclina- 
tions, and  paffians  j  from  conftitution,  education, 
and  cuftom,  a  tboufand  errors  may  derive  their 
birth,  and  pafs  unnoticed  and  difregarded  by  us,  un~ 
lefs  we  maintain  a  conftant  watch,  and  narrowly 
pry  into  all  the  dark  recefles  of  the  mind. 

3dly.  But,  in  the  third  and  laft  place,  there 
is  nothing  which  fo  effectually  contributes  to  our 
advancements  in  felf-knowledge  as  frequent  and 
fervent  prayer, 

When  we  withdraw  ourfelves  from  the  world, 
that  great  theatre  of  bufinefs  and  care  on  the 
one  hand,  and  of  diversion  and  diffipation  on  the 
other  -,  when  we  fhut  the  door  of  our  clofets,  call 
home  our  ftraggling  thoughts,  and  confider  our- 
felves as  in  the  more  immediate  prefence  of 
Almighty  God,  THEN  commences  felf-infpec-» 
F  4  tion, 
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tion,  which  difcovers  our  wants  and  our  weak- 
nefs,  our  manifold  fins  and  wickednefs,  and  the 
neceility  of  repentance  and  remiilion.  Reiterat- 
ed and  devout  prayer  was  praclifed  by  the  holy 
Pfalmift,  as  the  means  of  attaining  felf-acquaint- 
ance.  He  was  very  defirous  of  underftanding  his 
errors ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  he  was  abundant- 
ly feniible  of  his  infufficiency  for  fo  difficult 
a  tafk.  He  knew  that  many  of  his  faults  with- 
drew themfelves  from  his  infpeclion,  and  eluded 
his  moft  diligent  enquiries ;  and  therefore,  he 
applied  to  the  "  Searcher  of  all  hearts,"  for  the 
difcovery  of  his  unfufpe&ed  mifcarriages,  and  for 
the  pardon  likewife  of  thofe  abfconding  crimes  j 
*'  Cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults." 

We  have  a  paflage  much  to  the  fame  purpofe 
at  the  conclufion  of  the  i3Qth  Pfalm  ;  where  the 
royal  fupplicant  profefles  his  deficiency  in  felf- 
knowledge ;  and  upon  his  knees  implores,  that  the 
Almighty  would  forgive  the  imperfection  of  his 
fcrutinies,  and  gracioufly  fupply  the  defects  of  his 
underftanding — "  Try  me,  O  God,  and  feek  the 
"  ground  of  my  heart ;  prove  me,  and  examine 
"  my  thoughts. — Look  well  if  there  be  any  way 
u  of  wickednefs  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way 
"  everlafting." 

It  is  certain,  that  if  we  are  SINCERE  in  the 
profeffion  of  our  dcfires  after  fcif-knowlecige,  we 

cannot 
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Cannot  purfue  more  effeftual  methods  for  this 
end,  than  repeated  and  importunate  addrefles  to 
that  fovereign  Being,  whofe  omnifcience  and  in- 
finite wifdom  altogether  qualify  him  to  give  us 
full  and  explicit  inftru&ions  upon  this  iubje&. 
«  He  that  planted  the  ear,  fhall  not  HE  HEAR? 
**  he  that  made  the  eye,  fhall  net  HE  SEE  ? 
•"  and  he  that  formed  the  heart,  matt  not  HE 
"  KNOW  ?" 

Let  us  then  be  frequent  and  fervent  in  our  ap- 
plications to  the  Fountain  of  light  and  knowledge, 
for  the  afllftances  of  his  grace,  and  the  illumina- 
tions of  his  Divine  Spirit;  always  keeping  in 
mind  the  encouraging  affurances  of  our  blefled 
Saviour—"  Afk  and  it  mail  be  given  you." 

Wherefore,  let  us  conclude  with  the  following 
prayer : 

Almighty  God,  unto  whom  all  hearts  be  open, 
all  defires  known,  and  from  whom  no  fecrets  are 
hid;  cleanfe  the  thoughts  of  our  hearts  by  the 
infpiration  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  may  per- 
fectly love  thee,  and  worthily  magnify  thy  holy 
name,  through  Chrift,  our  Lord. 


SERMON 
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SERMON     IV. 
MATT  HE  W  CHAP.  viii.    VER.  25. 

Lordfavc  us  :  we  pcrljh. 


H  E  chapter  from  which  I  have  taken  my 
A.  text  (for  your  inftru£tion  and  my  own) 
abounds  with  feveral  occurrences  highly  worthy 
cf  our,confideration.  And,  although  the  words 
I  have  now  read  to  you  are  a  detached  paflage 
from  the  preceding  incidents,  yet  it  will  be  worth 
our  while  to  regard  this  importunate  addrcfs  of  the 
difciples  connectedly  with  the  feveral  miracles  of 
our  Lord,  which  are  mentioned  previoufly  to  their 
requeft. 

This  chapter  is  ufhered  in  with  our  Saviour's 
cure  of  a  leper,  verfes  firft,  fecond,  and  third  — 
w  When  he  came  down  from  the  mountain,  great 
"  multitudes  followed  him.  And  behold  there 
"  came  a  leper  and  worfhipped  him,  faying,  Lord, 
"  if  thou  ivilt)  tbou  canft  make  me  clean.  And 
"  Jefus  put  forth  his  hand,  and  touched  him,  fay- 
"  ing,  /  will}  be  thou  clean.  And  immediately 
"  his  leprofy  was  cleanfed." 

Here  it  is  to  be  noticed,  that  the  Jeivijb  leprofy 
was  a  difeafe  peculiarly  difficult  of  cure.  If  you 
look  to  the  Mofaic  account  of  this  diftemper  (in  the 

1  4th 
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I4th  chapter  of  Leviticus)  you  muft  obferve,  that 
this  dreadful  calamity  was  of  that  virulent  and  ma- 
lignant nature,  as  not  only  to  feize  upon  mankind, 
and  preclude  the  unhappy  fufferers  from  all  focie- 
ty ;  but  even  to  infect  the  garments  and  furni- 
ture, and  ftain  the  very  walls  of  the  houfes. 

What  then  muft  be  the  power  of  our  blefled 
Lord,  who,  by  the  application  of  his  hand,  and  a 
fmgle  word  from  his  mouth,  could  reftore  fi 
mijerable  an  object  to  perfect  health  !  I  dare  fay 
we  are  all  tempted  to  think,  that  if  we  had  been 
witnefTes  to  this  inftantaneous  cure  of  fo  loath- 
fome  and  obftinate  an  evil,  we  fhould  never  after- 
wards have  called  into  queftion  the  power  of  the 
Meffiah. 

The  next  miracle  which  prefents  itfelf,  is  the 
aftonifhing  recovery  of  the  centurion's  fervant. 
Here  are  feveral  circumftances  attending  this  hifto- 
rical  fa£t,  which  are  not  curforily  to  be  patted  over. 

The  account  runs  thus — "  And  when  Jefus  was 
"  entered  into  Capernaum,  there  came  unto  him 
"  a  centurion,  befeeching  him  ;  and  faying,  Lord, 
"  my  fervant  lies  at  home  fick  of  the  palfy,  griev- 
"  oufly  tormented.  And  Jefus  faith  unto  him,  I  will 
<c  come  and  heal  him.  The  centurion  anfwered 
"  and  faid,  Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  that  thou  fhouldft 
"  come  under  my  roof;  but  fpeak  the  word  on- 
"  ly,  and  my  fervant  (hall  be  healed.  For  7  am  a 
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"  man  under  authority,  having  foldiers  under  me } 
M  and  I  fay  to  this  man  go,  and  he  goeth,  and  to 
tt  another  come,  and  he  cometh,  and  to  my  fer- 
u  vant  do  this,  and  he  doeth  it.  When  Jefus 
"  heard  it,  he  marvelled,  and  faid  unto  them  that 
"  followed,  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  I  have  not  found 
"  fo  great  faith,  no  not  in  ISRAEL.  And  I  fay 
"  unto  you,  that  many  fhall  come  from  the  eaft 
"  and  weft,  and  fhall  fit  down  with  Abraham,  and 
11  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
"  But  the  children  of  the  kingdom  (hall  be  caft 
"  into  outer  darknefs  j  there  {hall  be  weeping  and 
<£  gnafhing  of  teeth.  And  Jefus  faid  unto  the 
"  centurion,  Go  thy  way ;  and  as  thou  haft  be- 
cl  lieved,  fo  be  it  done  unto  thee.  And  his  fervant 
**  Was  healed  in  the  felf-fame  hour." 

This  centurion  was  a  Roman  and  a  Gentile. 
It  is  certain  that  he  was  a  man  of  a  very  benevo- 
lent difpofition,  from  the  encomiums  which  the 
Jews  paffed  upon  him.  For  in  St.  Luke's  *  ac- 
count of  this  ftory,  the  elders  of  the  Jews  are  faid 
tointerpofe  in  the  centurion's  behalf,  and  to  give 
additional  weight  to  his  petition,  by  faying,  that  he 
was  worthy  of  the  favour  he  was  foliciting  at  our 
Lord's  hands,  becaufe  he  loved  their  nation,  and 
Lad  built  for  them  a  fynagogue. 

*  Luke  viu 
3  It 
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It  is  not  altogether  improbable,  that  the  centu- 
rion was  partly  a  believer  in  the  God  of  the  Jews. 
For  although  the  Romans  had  their  appropriated 
deities,  yet  they  feldom  controverted  the  deities 
of  other  nations,  and  fometimes  even  admitted 
foreign  gods  into  their  own  catalogue  of  divini- 
ties. But  be  this  as  it  will,  it  is  undoubtedly  true 
that  the  centurion,  by  the  very  nature  of  his 
requeft,  eiteemed  our  Lord  as  pofiefTed  of  the 
power  of  a  God.  Perhaps  what  induced  him  to 
entertain  fuch  fentiments  of  our  Saviour,  might  be 
a  prior  acquaintance  with  the  miracle  which  Jefus 
had  wrought  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  when  he  changed 
the  water  into  wine  at  a  marriage  feaft;  or  (what 
ftill  carries  greater  probability  in  it)  as  the  cen- 
turion and  his  foldiers  were  ftationed  at  Caper- 
naum, he  might  have  received  the  moft  authentic 
intelligence  of  the  extraordinary  cure  which  Jefus 
had  performed  upon  the  nobleman's  fon  in  that 
city;  for,  fmce  true  faith  can  only  be  founded 
upon  a  candid  and  diligent  attention  to  proper 
evidence,  we  muft  fuppofe  that  the  centurion  had 
founded  his  belief  and  confidence  in  our  Lord 
uponr  proofs  of  fome  miraculous  exertions  of  his 
divine  power.  But  when  we  confider  that  the  re- 
covery of  the  nobleman's  fon  was  effected  by  Jefus 
at  the  great  diftance  of  Cana  from  Capernaum, 
and  that  the  cure  was  wrought  upon  the  noble- 
man's 
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man's  child  at  a  fmgle  inftant  of  time,  it  is  natu- 
ral to  conclude  that  the  centurion  had  been  ap- 
prized of  this  wonderful  fact,  and  from  thence  had 
drawn  inferences  applicable  to  his  own  circum- 
ftances.  This  hypothecs  is  further  confirmed  by 
the  centurion's  manner  of  reafoning  in  his  ad- 
drefs  to  Jelus.  tc  Lord,  (laid  this  believing  offi- 
"  cer)  I  am  unworthy  that  thou  fhouldft  come 
"  under  my  roof;  but  SPEAK  THE  WORD  ONLY, 
u  and  my  fervant  fhallbe  healed." — c  For  if/,  who 
4  only  perfonate  a  fubordinate  character  in  the 
'  army,  can  procure  an  exact  obedience  to  my 

*  commands,  by  the  means  of  intermediate  fer- 
'  vants,  and  without  my  perfonal  appearance  to 
«  enforce  my  orders ;  how  can  I  poflibly  doubt 

*  of  the  fovereignty  of  YOUR  WORD,  who  fpake 

*  the  nobleman's  fon  into  health,  with  the  inter- 

*  vention  of  the  diftance  of  Cana  from  Caper- 
'  naum  ?'     I  fay,  it  is  very  likely  that  the  Cen- 
turion had  deduced  this  method  of  argument  from 
his  previous  knowledge  of  the  reftoration  of  the 
nobleman's  fon ;  for  otherwife  it  is  reafonable  to 
fuppofe,  that  he  would  have  adopted  the  expref- 
fion  of  the  nobleman,  "  Sir,  come  down  ere  my 
"  fervant   die."     Whereas   the   centurion's  re- 
queft  was  not  couched  in  words  importing  the 
NECESSITY  of  our  Lord's  PRESENCE,  but  carried 
a  far  ftronger  and  more  emphatical  confidence  in 

the 
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the  fufficiency  of  the  power  of  our  Saviour. 
"  Lord,  I  am  unworthy  that  thou  fhouldft  come 
"  under  my  roof ;  but  fpeak  the  word  only,  and 
"  my  fervant  fhall  be  healed."  Jefus  moft  gra- 
cioufly  complied  with  his  petition,  and  enhanced 
the  favour  of  the  benefit  by  his  commendation  of 
the  centurion's  truft  and  affiance.  "  When 
"  Jefus  heard  it,  he  marvelled,  and  faid  unto  them 
"  which  followed,  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  I  have 
"  not  found  fo  great  faith,  no  not  in  ISRAEL  !" 

The  third  miracle  which  follows  in  the  order  of 
this  chapter,  is  the  fudden  recovery  of  the  mother 
of  Simon  Peter's  wife.  It  is  faid  that  fhe  was 
confined  to  her  bed  by  a  fever  ;  our  Lord  reached 
out  his  all-healing  hand,  and  immediately  reinftated 
her  in  her  former  health.  We  know  very  well, 
that  when,  through  a  kind  providence,  WE  are 
raifed  from  a  bed  of  ficknefs,  we  are  neverthelefs 
fo  enervated  by  the  violence  of  the  difeafe,  that 
time,  tendernefs,  and  a  further  purfuit  of  medi- 
cine, are  often  neceflary  to  conciliate  ftrength 
and  fpirits  to  our  {battered  fyftems.  But  when 
Jefus  removed  the  matron's  fever,  he  reftored  her 
at  the  fame  inftant  to  a  plenitude  of  ftrength; 
for  in  the  fame  verfe  (he  is  reprefented  as  capable 
of  doing  the  offices  of  gratitude  and  friendmip  to 
her  divine  gueft.  "  And  Jhe  arofe  and  minijlered 
unto  them'* 

I  now 
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I  now  proceed  to  the  fourth  miracle  mentioned 
in  this  chapter ;  the  incidents  of  which  ftory  were 
productive  of  the  petition  which  conftitutes  my 
text. 

"  And  when  he  was  entered  into  a  (hip,  his 
"  difciples  followed  him  j  and  behold  there  arofe 
«  a  great  tempeft  in  the  fea,  infomuch  that  the  fhip 
K  was  covered  with  the  waves  j  but  he  was  afleep. 
et  And  his  difciples  came  to  him,  and  awoke  him, 
"  faying,  Lord !  fave  us :  we  perifh.  And  he 
tc  faith  unto  them,  Why  are  ye  fearful,  O  ye 
"  of  little  faith  ?  Then  he  arofe,  and  rebuked  the 
"  winds  and  the  fea,  and  there  was  a  calm."  The 
confequence  of  which  miracle  was  a  ftrange  ani- 
madverfion  of  the  difciples  upon  it.  "  But  the 
cc  men  marvelled,  faying,  What  manner  of  man  is 
"  this,  that  even  the  winds  and  the  fea  obey 
«  him  ?" 

Thefe  very  men,  who  exprefs  fo  great  a  degree 
of  furprize  at  our  Lord's  commands  relative  to 
the  tempeftuous  deep,  had  (as  it  may  reafonablybe 
prefumed)  been  witnefles  to  the  feveral  miracles 
I  have  enumerated.  They  had  feen  the  leper 
cured  of  his  cutaneous  deformity;  or,  in  the  fcrip- 
tural  phrafe,  "  that  his  flefh  came  again,  like  unto 
<c  the  flefh  of  a  little  child,  and  that  he  was 
*'  clean  *."  They  had  been  fatisfa6torily  ap- 

*   2  Kings  v.  14. 
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priced  of  the  miraculous  recovery  of  the  centu- 
rion's fervant;  and  had  been  favoured  with  ocular 
proofs  of  the  fudden  reiteration  of  the  mother  of 
one  of  the  difciples  wives — Whence  proceeded 
then  this  confternation  and  exclamatory  expreffion 
of  wonder  at  the  fovereignty  of  Jefus  over  the  tur- 
bulent elements  ? 

Now  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve  here,  that  in  all 
the  prior  miracles  of  our  Saviour,  his  difciples 
were  not  perfonally  interefted,  as  to  their  own 
immediate  health  and  fecurity.  And  it  is  likewife 
worthy  of  notice,  that  the  miracle  which  Jefus 
wrought  for  their  fafety  was  entirely  new  ;  or,  in 
other  words,  was  fuch  an  aftonifhing  difplay  of 
power  as  our  Lord  had  never  exerted  before; 
They  had  feen  a  leprofy  altogether  removed  by  the 
touch  of  their  Divine  Matter*  They  had  known 
repeated  inftances  of  the  cure  of  fevers  effected  by 
his  gracious  interpofition  in  behalf  of  the  difeafed. 
But  to  filenccj  by  a  fingle  command  from  his 
mouth,  the  raging  of  the  winds,  and  the  fury  of  the 
waves,  implied  fuch  a  degree  of  fovereignty  as 
quite  furpafled  all  former  manifeftations,  and  there- 
fore gave  a  violent  concuflion  to  their  faith.  It  is 
only  from  the  extremity  of  their  danger,  and  this 
unprecedented  example  of  our  Lord's  power,  that 
we  can  deduce  this  failure  of  their  confidence  in 
our  blefled  Saviour,  And,  however  fuperior  they 

VOL.  II.  G  might 


82  SERMON     IV. 

might  be  at  that  period  to  the  reft  of  mankind, 
as  touching  the  main  and  principal  parts  of  their 
character ;  yet  in  fome  particular  inftances  their 
conduct  was  very  deficient,  and  fuch  as  frequently 
betrayed  the  ufual  infirmities  of  human  nature. 

How  often  were  they  reproved  by  Jefus  for 
their  want  of  moderation,  candour,  and  charity*  ! 
and  HOW  VERY  OFTEN  for  their  want  of  f  faith  ! 
Perhaps  they  could  hardly  have  exhibited  a  ftrong- 
cr  proof  of  their  defective  faith,  than  upon  the 
prefent  occafion.  For  their  mafter  was  at  that 
jundture  in  the  fame  (hip  with  them,  and  equally 
expofed  to  the  dangers  of  the  tempeft.  Could 
they  poflibly  imagine  that  he  was  fufceptible  of 
injury  from  the  ftorm  ?  or,  that  if  he  was  able  to 
extricate  bhnfelf  from  the  perils  thereof,  yet  that 
he  was  incapable  of  fufficiently  providing  for  their 
fafety  ? — But  it  is  faid,  that  he  lay  afleep  upon  a 
pillow  in  the  ftern  of  the  fhip  J.  Was  the  guilt 
of  their  diftruft  alleviated  by  this  circumftance  of 
their  mafter's  repofe  ?  Could  they  prevail  with 
themfelves  to  believe,  that  the  (lumbers  of  hu- 
manity could  fupprefs  the  authority  and  might 
of  his  divine  nature  ?  Nevertheless,  from  St. 
Mark's  words,  and  from  the  reprehenfion  of  their 

*  Luke  ix.  38. — Matth.  xv.  23. — xxvi.  52. 
f  Matth.  vi.  30. — xiv,  31. — xvii.  20. 
t  Mark  iv.  38. 
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behaviour  by  our  Lord,  it  may  fairly  be  prefumed, 
that  fuch  derogatory  fentiments  had  a  place  in 
their  breads.  For  they  did  not  only  awake  him 
out  of  fieep  (which  very  adtion  imported  timidity 
and  lofs  of  confidence)  but  they  confirmed  this 
proof  of  the  greatnefs  of  their  fears,  and  the  weak- 
nefs  of  their  faith,  by  afking  him  whether  he  was 
regardlefs  of  their  fafety.  As  if  they  had  faid, 
'  Mafter,  why  do  you  indulge  fleep,  when  danger 
'  threatens  from  every  quarter  ?  The  impetuofity 
'  of  the  winds  and  the  force  of  the  waves  endan- 
4  ger,  every  moment,  a  breach  in  the  ftru&ure 
'  of  the  fhip  ;  or,  if  the  ftrength  of  the  veflel  be 
4  adequate  to  thefe  concurrent  difficulties,  doth  not 
4  the  quantity  of  water,  with  which  the  veflel  is 
<  filled  by  the  overflowings  of  the  billows,  menace 
*  the  more  fpeedy  deftruclion  of  it  ?'  —  The 
Evangelift  fubjoins,  that  hereupon  Jefus  fpake 
filence  to  the  wind  and  ftillnefs  to  the  fea ;  and 
immediately  thefe  tumultuous  elements  obeyed  his 
divine  mandate.  As  foon  as  the  ftorm  was  fub- 
fided,  our  Lord  is  reprefented  by  St.  Mark,  as 
reproving  his  diffident  difciples,  with  this  empha- 
tical  interrogatory  — "  Why  are  ye  fo  feavful  ? 
**  How  is  it  that  ye  have  NO  FAITH  *  ?" 

*  Mark  iv.  40. 
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Do  you  enquire  whence  it  came  to  pafs,  that 
thefe  immediate  fcholars  of  our  Lord  were  no  bet- 
ter proficients  in  the  doctrines  of  their  facred 
preceptor?  and  why  fuch  defective  characters 
were  honoured  with  a  peculiar  commiffion  to  ex- 
plain and  propagate  the  religion  of  their  divine 
Mafter  ? — I  anfwer,  that  fuch  refearches  into  the 
decrees  of  Heaven  very  ill  become  the  fons  of 
men ;  efpecially  when  thefe  enquiries  are  pufhed 
beyond  the  boundaries  limited  in  the  fcriptures. 
The  moft  eminent  prophets  of  ancient  times  were 
not  exempted  from  human  failings.  Even  Mofes 
and  Elias  "were  men  fubje£t  to  like  pafllons  as 
we  are  *."  St.  Paul's  folution  of  this  difficulty 
is  this,  «  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may 
"  be  of  God,  and  not  of  us."  Hence  it  is, 
fays  he,  "  that  we  have  this  treafure  in  earthen 
"veflelst." 

But,  my  friends,  there  are  fome  peculiar  quali- 
fications (and  moft  amiable  qualifications  they 
are)  which  diftinguifhed  the  difciples  in  a  pre- 
eminent degree — I  mean  their  fpotlefs  integrity; 
their  inviolable  attachment  to  the  truth  at  the 
cxpence  of  their  own  credit  j  their  fteady  regard 
for  their  mailer's  honour,  and  for  the  utility  of 

*  James  r.  17.  f  z  Cor.  iv.  7. 
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his  gofpel,  at  the  lofs  of  their  reputations,  their 
comforts,  and  their  lives. 

Alas  !  my  brethren,  inftead  of  examining  nar- 
rowly into  the  blemimes  of  their  characters,  and 
exaggerating  the  venial  defects  difcoverable  there- 
in, we  fliould  act  a  more  prudent,  ufeful,  and  pi- 
ous part,  by  fcrutinizing  into  our  own  bofbrns  ; 
where,  believe  me,  we  (hall  all  have  the  mortifi- 
cation of  feeing  how  fhamefully  the  very  heft  of 
us  fall  fhort  even  of  the  moft  inferior  attainments 
of  thefe  difciples  of  Jefus. 

Are  we  fevere  upon  the  deficiency  of  tfieirfaifk  ? 
Where  is  the  man  amongft  us,  who  can  ftand 
forth  and  fay,  that  his  truft  and  confidence  hath 
never  failed,  even  under  trials  and  temptations  far 
lefs  forcible  than  thofe  with  which  the  Apoftles 
were  exercifed  ? 

What  innumerable  favours  have  we  received  at 
the  hands  of  God  !  what  fignal  deliveries  from 
ficknefs,  dangers,  and  death  have  we  experienced  ! 
and  how  little  have  all  thefe  kind  interpositions  of 
Providence  availed  us,  with  regard  to  our  future 
hopes,  truft,  and  dependence  upon  the  wif2om> 
power,  and  goodnefs  of  our  Almighty  bene- 


But  to  return.  —  "  And  behold,  there  arofe  a 

"  great  tempeft  in  the  fea,  infomuch  that  the  (hip 

**  was  covered  with  waves.     And  the  difciples 
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«•  came  to  him  and  awoke  him,  faying,  Lord,  fave 
"  us,  we  perifh." 

And,  oh  !  my  brethren,  cannot  we,  with  the 
greateft  propriety,  adopt  this  importunate  prayer  ? 
When  we  reflect  upon  our  innumerable  fins, 
and  confider  the  juit  judgment  that  waits  upon 
fuch  repeated  and  aggravated  offences,  furely  it 
becomes  us  all  to  put  up  this  fervent  petition  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  "  Lord  fave  us,  or  we  pe- 
"  rifti."  Indeed,  to  whom  can  we  go,  but  to 
JESUS,  who  hath  the  words  of  eternal  life  ?  who 
alone  can  mediate  with  the  offeuded  Majefty  of 
Heaven,  conciliate  the  divine  favour,  and  fecure 
to  us  an  admiffion  into  the  regions  of  everlaft- 
ing  happinefs. 

We  are  poor,  indigent,  fmful  creatures ;  and 
therefore  ftand  in  need  of  one,  "  who  is  mighty  to 
"  fave" — who  can  fupply  all  oar  wants  by  his  fulnefs, 
and  cancel  all  our  iniquities  by  his  merits.  The 
Son  of  God  is  alone  capable  of  anfwering  all  thefe 
gracious  purpofes  to  us.  The  whole  creation  be- 
fide  cannot  ftand  us  in  any  ftead.  But  the  blood  of 
Jefus  cleanfes  from  all  fin,  and  reftores  the  penitent 
tranfgreffor  to  his  forfeited  innocence.  By  this 
blefled  atonement  the  wretched  delinquent  is  en- 
titled to  fue  for  mercy;  and,  upon  yielding  a  faith- 
ful obedience  to  the  conditions  of  his  redemp- 
tion, hath  the  comfortable  aflurance  of  an  irre- 
vocable 
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vocable  pardon.  Yes — To  whom  then  fliall  we 
go  but  to  him,  who,  by  offering  up  himfelf  a 
facrifice  for  our  guilt,  hath  ranfomed  us  from  the 
punifhment  due  to  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  pur- 
chafed  for  us  a  claim  to  life  and  immortality  ? 

What  fliall  we  fay,  then,  to  thofe,  who  either 
coldly  receive  or  wilfully  neglect  fo  great  fat- 
vat  ion  ?  to  thofe  who  cavil  at  the  means  of 
grace,  and  reject  the  terms  of  the  gofpel,  becaufe 
thefe  facred  conditions  do  not  quadrate  with  their 
particular. mode  of  thinking  ?  How  many  occur- 
rences are  there  in  the  natural  world,  which  the 
wifeft  of  the  fons  of  men  are  incapable  of  explain- 
ing !  "  The  wind  bloweth  where  it  lifteth  *  j"  but 
who  can  fatisfactorily  account  for  its  origin,  direc- 
tion, and  termination  ?  This  was  the  reafoning  of 
infinite  Wifdom ;  and  thrice  happy  he,  who  owns 
the  divine  authority  of  this  preacher,  is  abun- 
dantly convinced  of  the  weight  of  his  argument, 
and  whofe  inferences  and  practices  are  anfwerable 
to  his  convictions  !  Why  then  fliould  we  con- 
teft  fpiritual  truths  ?  Are  they  not,  in  their  ver/ 
nature  and  eflence,  fuperior  to  the  capacity  of  the 
human  mind  ?  Alas !  how  little  do  we  know 
of  that  fpiritual  and  intellectual  part  of  us,  which 
fuperintends,  commands,  and  actuates  our  corpo- 

*  John  iii.  8. 
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real  fabric  ?  Nor  is  our  ignorance  limited  only  fo 
the  mental  half  of  us — there  are  feveral  difficul- 
ties which  occur  in  our  bodily  ftru&ure,  and 
which  the  moft  accurate  anatomjfts  could  never 
folve  to  their  entire  fatisfa&ion.  The  Pfalmift 
fays,  that  "  we  are  fearfully  and  wonderfully 
«  made." 

Even  the  material  and  coarfer  part  of  our  com- 
pofition  exhibits  fuch  ample  difplays  of  Divine 
fkill,  as  furpafs  all  human  comprehenfion  !  If, 
therefore,  we  are  incompetent  judges  of  earthly 
things,  how  can  we  form  adequate  conceptions 
of  heavenly  things  ? 

The  doctrine  of  the  redemption  was  K  to  the 
"Jews  a  ftumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks 
«  fooliflinefs."  The  fenfual  and  ambitious  views 
of  the  former  had  difpofed  them  to  expect  a  tem- 
poral prince,  whofe  kingdom  was  to  be  of  this 
world  j  and  to  rejea  the  true  Meffiah,  becaufe  he 
had  profefled  that  his  dominion  was  of  a  far  fub- 
limer  nature,  than  all  the  kingdoms  of  this  earth, 
and  the  glory  thereof  ! 

The  Greeks,  valuing  themfelves  forfcience  and 
the  ornamental  parts  of  learning,  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  relifh  fimple  and  unadorned 
truths,  efpecially  fuch  truths  as  were  diametri- 
cally oppofite  to  their  political  and  religious 
maxims.  To  men  who  prided  themfelves  in  the 
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refinements  of  literature,  the  inveftigations  of 
philofophy,  and  the  charms  of  eloquence,  a  cru- 
cified leader  and  Saviour  appeared  fuch  a  foledfm, 
as  precluded  their  belief,  and  provoked  their  de-r 
rifion.  Vanity,  oftentation,  and  arrogance,  had 
blinded  the  eyes  of  their  underftanding,  and  be- 
trayed them  into  falfe  notions  of  excellency. 
They  were  incapable  of  difcovering  the  real  great- 
nefs  of  humility,  difmtereftednefs,  and  uniyerfal 
benevolence— all  characteriftics  of  the  gofpel  of 
Jefus  !  That  extenfivenefs  of  the  morality  which 
he  had  inculcated}  that  purity  of  heart  which 
he  had  enjoined;  and  that  fpirituality  of  worfliip 
which  he  had  exacted  of  his  followers,  were 
matters  of  offence  to  fupercilious  philofophers, 
partial  moralifts,  and  bigoted  idolaters.  But  did 
this  charge  of  ambition,  pride,  and  fenfuality  lie 
only  at  the  doors  of  the  Jews  and  Greeks  ?•— 
Alas!  no. — We  fhall  find,  even  in  the  breafts 
of  thofe  who  were  more  immediately  educated  in 
the  fchool  of  Chrift,  and  daily  fet  at  the  feet  of 
their  great  Matter,  that  fome  of  thefe  unworthy 
paffions  were  but  too  prevalent.  The  mother  of 
Zebedee's  fons  had  imaged  to  herfelf  an  opulent 
and  fplendid  monarchy,  and  therefore  had  defired 
our  Lord  to  inveft  her  children  with  the  principal 
offices  of  ftate  *. 

*  Matth.  xx.  zi,  22. 

When 
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When  Jefus  had  hinted  to  his  difciples,  that 
his  fufferings  and  death  were  fpeedily  approach- 
ing, Peter  was  inftantly  alarmed  at  fo  mortifying 
a  declaration.  He  could  not  reprefs  his  lucrative 
and  ambitious  profpe&s ;  but,  in  all  the  temerity 
of  difappointment  and  defpair,  he  anfwered,  "  That 
*'  be  far  from  thee,  Lord  *." 

It  is  likewife  obfervable,  that  the  crucifixion  of 
Jefus  had  almoft  extinguished  every  hope  in  the 
boforns  of  his  difciples  and  followers  j  to  every 
one  of  them  were  applicable  the  defpondent  words 
of  Cleopas — "  But  we  trujied  that  it  had  been 
*l  HE  which  fhould  have  REDEEMED  Ifrael  f." 

Indeed  it  doth  not  appear,  that  our  Saviour's 
difciples  had  entertained  clear  and  explicit  fenti- 
ments  of  the  nature  of  our  Lord's  kingdom  till 
the  defcent  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  at  the  feaft  of  Pen- 
tecoft ;  which  feftival  our  church  hath  comme- 
morated this  day.  So  far  were  they  from  laying 
afide  their  fecular  views,  that,  after  our  Lord's 
death  and  refurre&ion,  they  afked  him,  "  Wilt 
"  thou  at  this  time  reftore  again  the  kingdom  to 
"  Ifrael  ?"  But  after  the  defcent  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  they  corrected  their  erroneous  opinions, 
and  entered  into  the  true  genius  or  nature  of 
Chriftianity. 

*  Matth,  xvi.  za.  f  Luke  xxiv.  21. 

The 
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The  miraculous  defcent  now  mentioned  was  a 
moft  glorious  difplay  of  Almighty  power,  fre- 
quently referred  to  in  the  predictions  of  our  Sa- 
viour, and  was  an  event  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  the  Chriftian  difpenfation.  It  is  faid  that  the 
Holy  Ghoft  came  down  from  heaven  "  as  a  mighty 
"  rufhing  wind,"  thereby  to  denote  the  force  and 
energy  of  his  operations.  It  is  alfo  obferved,  that 
the  Divine  Spirit  fell  upon  the  apoftles,  and  the 
reft  of  the  difciples,  in  the  form  of  tongues,  cloven 
or  divided  into  feveral  parts,  thereby  fignifying  that 
miraculous  diverfity  of  languages,  with  which  the 
whole  aflembly  was  endowed.  But,  as  you  have 
heard  this  morning  a  particular  account  of  this 
extraordinary  truth,  recorded  by  the  Evangelifl 
St.  Luke,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Apoftles,  I  (hall  no  longer  enlarge  upon  this 
JubjecT:. 

To  conclude.  —  Let  the  figns  and  wonders 
which  our  blefled  Saviour  wrought  to  confirm  his 
authority  and  religion,  have  their  due  weight 
upon  our  minds.  Let  us  always  remember,  that 
our  Lord  refted  great  ftrength  upon  this  argu- 
ment. "  Believe  in  me,"  faid  Jefus  to  his  dif- 
ciples,  "  for  my  very  works'  fake."  And  again, 
when  our  Lord  was  noticing  the  obftinate  per- 
verfenefs  of  the  Jews,  he  made  ufe  of  thefe 
words — "  If  I  had  not  done  among  them  the 

"  works 
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a  works  which  none  other  man  did,  they  had  not 
<c  had  fin."  That  is,  if  I  had  not  given  them  thofe 
irrefragable  proofs  of  my  divine  chara&er,  their 
incredulity  and  oppofition  had  been  blamelefs. 

The  miracles  of  our  Lord  were  infinitely  fu- 
perior  to  human  wifdom  and  human  might.  He 
gave  inftantaneous  fight  to  the  blind,  hearing  to 
the  deaf,  fpeech  to  the  dumb,  health  to  the 
fick,  and  life  to  the  dead.  My  brethren,  what 
further  evidences  can  we  defire  in  behalf  of  our 
Lord's  facred  miffion  and  doctrine  ?  If  we  now 
refift  thofe  demonllrations  of  the  height  of  his 
power  and  the  excellence  of  his  precept?,  what 
will  be  our  plea  for  fuch  unbelief  at  the  laft  great 
Jay  of  accounts  ?  Who  fliall  dare,  at  that  tremen- 
dous period,  to  ftand  forth  and  tell  the  judge  of  the 
whole  world,  that  the  many  miracles  which  he 
gracioufly  wrought  during  his  abode  on  earth, 
were  infufncient  for  the  purpofes  of  conviction  ? 

But  I  truft  that  we,  my  friends,  are  moft  abun- 
dantly fatisfied  with  thofe  proofs  of  our  moft 
holy  religion,  and  exceedingly  thaflkful  for  fuch 
dtftinguifhed  favours.  Wherefore,  *l  let  us  hold 
"  faft  our  profeffion  in  Jefus  ;  nor  be  of  them  who 
cc  draw  back  unto  perdition,  but  of  them  that 
«  believe,  unto  the  faving  of  the  foul  *." — Grant 

*  Heb.  iv.  14,— -x.  39. 

this, 
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this,  O  heavenly  Father,  for  the  fake  of  thy  Son, 
eur  Saviour  and  Redeemer.  To  whom,  with  Thee 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  afcribed  all  honour, 
fcc. 


SERMON      V. 

The   F'irji  Ep'ijlle  of  St.  P  JUL  to    the 

CORINTHIANS, 
CHAP.  xv.   VERSES  53  and  54. 

Fer  this  corruptible  mujl  put  on  incorruption^  and 
this  mortal  mujl  put  on  immortality. 

So  when  this  corruptible  /ball  have  put  on  incorrup- 
tion^  and  this  mortal  fhall  have  put  on  'umnor*- 
tality,  then  Jhall  be  brought  to  pafs  the  faying 
that  is  written^  "  Death  is  /wallowed  up  in 
«  viffory." 

TO  a  good  man  there  cannot  be  a  more  com- 
fortable and  delightful  truth  than  this  doc- 
trine of  the  refurreclion  of  the  dead.     The  love  of 
life,  which  is  a  paffion  implanted  in  the  breaft  of 
all  mankind,  naturally  leads  us  to  wifti  for  an  ex- 
iftence  beyond  the  grave.     And  fure  enough  it  is, 
that,  even  abftra&ed  from  revelation,  there  are 
many  concurrent  circumftances  to  juftify  our  be- 
lief 
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lief  of  a  life  to  come  in  the  invifible  world.  Long 
before  our  blefled  Saviour  made  his  appearance 
upon  earth,  the  wifer  part  of  the  Heathen  world 
declared  their  expectations  of  furviving  the  grave. 
Nor  were  thefe  hopes  confined  to  the  fenfible  and 
thinking  few  of  the  pagan  nations.  The  expecta- 
tions of  a  future  ftate  of  being  prevailed  among  the 
common  herd  of  men.  And  it  is  well  known  that 
at  this  day  there  are  but  few  communities  of  the 
moft  unenlightened  favages,  who  do  not  believe 
that  they  fhall  go  to  fome  other  world,  after  they 
are  removed  out  of  this.  It  is  true  indeed  that 
their  notions  of  an  hereafter  are  very  imperfect, 
and  accompanied  with  many  abfurdities*  Never- 
thelefs,  the  univerfal  or  extenfive  prevalence  of 
this  belief  is  adjudged  to  be  a  ftrong  prefumptive 
argument  in  behalf  of  a  future  exiftence. 
X  But  of  all  the  natural  arguments  in  favour  of 
this  doctrine,  there  is  none  which  carries  fo  great 
ftrength  in  it,  as  the  promifcuous  difpenfation  of 
God's  providence  in  this  world. — The  frequent 
profperity  of  the  wicked,  and  the  afflicted  condition 
of  the  pious  and  good,  make  it  highly  probable  that 
there  will  be  a  itate  of  life  after  this,  where  the 
former  will  receive  the  punifhment  due  to  their 
demerits,  and  the  latter  the  reward  of  their  righte- 
oufnefs.  It  was  an  obfervation  of  the  wife  king  of 
Ifrael,  and  our  own  experience  confirms  this  me- 
lancholy 
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lancholy  truth,  that  the  beft  of  characters  are  not 
particularly  favoured    by  Heaven;  but  that  the 
moft  worthlefs  of  the  fons  of  men  fhare,  in  com- 
mon with  the  moft  worthy,  the  beneficence  of  the 
Deity   with   regard  to  fecular  comforts. — "  All 
"  things,  fays   Solomon,  come  alike  to  all— there 
"  is    one   event   to    the  righteous,   and  to   the 
"  wicked ;  to  the  good  and  to  the  clean,  and  to 
"  the  unclean  ,  to  him  that  facrificeth,  and  to  him 
«  that  facrificeth  not ;  as  is  the  good,  fo  is  the 
"  firmer ;  and  he  that  fweareth,  as  he  that  feareth 
"  an  oath*." — According  to  this  reprefentation  of 
all  fubl unary  affairs,  what  judgment  are  we  to  form 
of  the  divine  ceconomy  ?     "  Hath  the  good  man 
"  cleanfed  his  heart  in  vain ;  and  hath  he  in  vain 
"  wafhed  his  hands  in  innocency  f  ?"  Surely  fuch 
integrity  cannot  go    unrewarded  !    Our  natural 
notions  lead  us,  upon  this  fubjedr,  to  fay  with 
Abraham,  "  Shall  not  the  judge  of  all  the  earth  do 
"  right  %  ?"    We  cannot  poflibly  fuppofe  that  a 
Being  of  infinite  wifdom,  juftice,  and  goodnels, 
can  look  with  indifference  upon  virtue  and  vice, 
upon  him  that  feareth  God,  and  upon  him  that 
.  feareth  him  not.    We  fhould  offer  violence  to  our 
own  reafon,  did  we  attempt  to  reconcile  fuch  indif- 
.  ference  with  the  known  attributes  of  the  Deity. 

*  Ecclefiaftes  i'x.  2.  f  Pfalm  IxxUi.  13. 

J  Gen.  xviii.  25, 

5  Whence 
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Whence  it  follows,  that  fmce  the  Almighty  is  in- 
finitely wife,  infinitely  juft,  and  infinitely  good, 
there  muft  be  a  future  ftate  of  Being,  in  which 
all  feeming  difficulties  fhall  not  only  be  removed, 
but,  by  what  we  may  now  gather  from  paflages  in 
divine  revelation,  the  rectitude  of  all  providential 
meafures  fhall  be  acknowledged,  applauded,  and 
adored  by  men  and  angels.  Or,  to  ufe  the  words  of 
St.  Paul,  there  will  be  a  ftate  of  exiftence  hereafter, 
in  which  "  God  will  render  to  every  man  ac- 
"  cording  to  his  deeds — to  them  who  by  patient 
"  continuance  in  well-doing  feek  for  glory,  and 
"  honour,  and  immortality,  eternal  life ;  but  unto 
"  them  that  are  contentious,  and  do  not  obey  the 
"  truth,  but  obey  unrighteoufnefs,  indignation 
"  and  wrath  ;  tribulation  and  anguifh  upon  every 
"  foul  of  man  that  doth  evil  *." 

What  hath  been  faid  upon  this  head  is  perfectly 
agreeable  to  reafon,  and  to  our  natural  ideas  of  the 
divine  government.  But  revealed  religion  hath 
fhed  fo  bright  a  light  upon  this  fubjec\  that  there 
only  remains  one  apparent  difficulty ;  which  the 
Apoftle,  in  the  chapter  whence  I  have  taken  my 
text,  hath  abundantly  cleared  up. 

When  we  die,  our  bodies  diflblve  into  putre- 
faction, and  in  length  of  time  become  real  earth. 

*  Romans  ii.  6,  7,  8,  9. 

This 
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This  truth  being  allowed,  a  queftion  is  fuppofed  to 
refult,  "  How  are  the  dead  raifed  up^  and  with 
"  what  body  do  they  come  ?"  But,  previoufly  to 
our  mentioning  of  the  Apoftle's  anfwer  to  this  en- 
quiry, let  us  afk  ourfelves  whether  we  appre- 
hend it  to  be  a  great  difficulty  for  God  to  "  form 
u  man,  and  breathe  into  his  noftrils  the  breath  of 
u  life*?"  Can  we  poffibly  imagine  that  any  thing  is 
difficult  to  Omnipotence  ?  to  Him,  who  only  faid, 
at  the  creation  of  the  world,  "  Let  there  be  light, 
"  and  there  was  light;"  and  which  almighty  word 
was  fpoken  at  a  period,  when  "  the  earth  was 
"  without  form,  and  void,  and  darknefs  was  upon 
"  the  face  of  the  deep  f  ? "  And  if  we  believe,  as 
indeed  we  muft  believe,  that  the  creation  of  man 
was  not  a  greater  effort  of  fovereign  power  than 
the  creation  of  the  world,  and  of  all  the  firmament 
above,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  at  the  refurrec~tion- 
day  it  will  require  more  exertion  of  power  to  call 
us  to  life  out  of  cur  graves,  than  it  did  at  firft  to 

form  us  out  of  the  duft. This  reafoning  is  very 

obvious,  and  is  the  more  valuable  becnufe  it  is 
plain^  and  level  to  every  capacity.  We  /might  be 
impofed  upon  in  points  that  called  for  curious  and 
nice  argumentations,  or  our  understandings  might 
be  inefficient  to  comprehend  a  long  chain  ot'rea- 

*  Gen.  i.  7.  f  Ibid.  i.   3  and  a. 

VOL.  II.  rt  ibns. 
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fons.  But  there  can  be  no  fraud  or  difficulty  in 
aflferting  or  believing  that  "  all  things  are  pofiible 
"  with  God." 

I  proceed  now  to  St.  Paul's  argument — "  But 
"  fome  man  will  fay,  How  are  the  dead  raifed  up, 
"  and  with  what  body  do  they  come  ?  Thou  fool ! 
"  that  which  thou  foweft  is  not  quickened,  ex- 
"  cept  it  die — and  that  which  thou  foweft,  thou 
K  foweft  not  that  body  that  fhall  be,  but  bare 
«  grain ;  it  may  chance  of  wheat,  or  of  fome  other 
"  grain.  But  God  giveth  it  a  body  as  it  hath 
"  pleafed  Him,  and  to  every  feed  his  own 
«  body." 

You  will  here  obferve,  from  the  appellation 
given  to  this  fcornful  enquirer,  and  from  the  plain 
and  convincing  folution  of  his  queftion,  that  the 
Apoftle  regarded  the  objection  as  weak  and  tri- 
fling. The  words  may  be  thus  paraphrafed:— 
"  You  afk  how  a  dead  body,  after  it  hath  rotted  in 
the  grave,  and  all  the  particles  of  which  it  con- 
fifted  are  diflblved,  and  perhaps  fcartered  abroad, 
fo  as  to  become  parts  of  other  bodies,  can  poflibly 
be  made  alive  again.  But  do  you  well  confider 
who  HE  is,  that  undertakes  this  wonderful  work  ? 
Are  you  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  greatnefs 
and  extent  of  his  almighty  power  ?  Or  can  you 
prevail  upon  yourfelf  to  think  "  that  any  thing  is 
"  too  hard  for  the  Lord  ?"  But  if  the  interroga- 
tories. 
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tories,  now  tendered,  rather  filence  than  fatisfy 
your  doubts,  turn  your  thoughts  to  the  vegetable 
world.  The  grain  which  you  fow,  whether  it  be 
wheat,  barley,  of  any  other  grain,  all  to  human 
appearances  die  and  perifh  in  the  earth.  Never- 
thelefs,  from  this  feeming  ftate  of  corruption  and 
death,  there  by  and  by  fprings  from  ?ach  grain 
the  body  which  God  hath  appropriated  to  it. 
The  grain  of  wheat  produces  ftalks  of  wheat,  and 
the  grain  of  barley,  when  committed  to  the 
ground,  vegetates  again,  preferving  its  famenefs 
through  every  ftage  of  growth,  even  to  its  matu- 
rity. But  can  you  account  for  all  the  meafures 
of  this  wonderful  procefs  ?  If  you  cannot,  then  it 
is  abfurdity  and  folly  to  argue  againft  the  refur- 
redtion  of  the  dead,  becaufe  your  limited  under- 
{landing  is  unable  to  comprehend  the  way  and 
method,  by  which  fuch  an  event  is  to  be  brought 
about." 

And  here  let  me  digrefs  fo  far  as  to  obferve* 
that  the  objections  to  fcriptural  truths  are  founded 
in  ignorance ;  and  that  we  mould  never  entertain 
doubts  and  fcruples  about  fuch  things  as  are  pofi- 
tively  afTerted  in  the  facred  writings.  Even  amidft 
the  moft  common  occurrences,  are  there  not  a 
thoufand  difficulties  daily  prefenting  themfelves, 
which  are  inexplicable  by  the  very  wifeft  of  the 
fons  of  men  ?  Our  hearts  continue  to  beat,  and 
H  2  our 
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our  lungs  continue  to  breathe ;  but  who  can  ac- 
count fatisfaclorily  for  the  unwearied  and  regular 
motions  either  of  the  one  or  of  the  other  ?  We 
move,  or  we  fit  ftill,  juft  as  our  inclinations  or 
exigencies  require ;  but  who  can  difcover  to  us 
the  true  caufes,  why  our  members  are  fubjedt  to 
our  will,  either  as  to  exercife  or  reft  ?  With  re- 
gard to  more  external  matters,  fuch  as  the  ele- 
ments about  us,  was  there  ever  that  learned  man, 
who  could  account  for  their  conftituent  princi- 
ples, and  the  manner  of  their  action  ?  Hear  the 
words  of  the  Son  of  God  upon  this  fubjecT:,  in 
his  converfation  with  Nicodemus — "  The  wind 
*  bloweth  where  it  lifteth,  and  thou  heareft  the 
"  found  thereof,  but  canft  not  tell  whence  it  com- 
"  eth,  nor  whither  it  goeth  *."  The  caufes  of 
the  directions  and  variations  of  the  wind  is  a  piece 
of  knowledge  which  defeats  all  our  inquiries. 
But  to  deny  fuch  facts,  becaufe  we  cannot  ex- 
plain them,  would  juftly  expofe  us  to  derifion  and 
contempt.  Bf  it  then  our  endeavours  to  fup- 
prefs  in  us  a  fcep'tical  difpofition  and  turn  of 
mind  for  contentious  difputations.  On  the  con- 
trary, let  us  maintain  a  modeft,  humble,  and  quiet 
temper,  refting  fatisfied  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
gofpel,  without  any  ambition  to  be  wife  "  above 

*  Johniii.  8. 

«  that 
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ct  that  which  is  written  *."  Let  us  be  more  atten- 
tive to  the  pra&ical  than  fpeculative  parts  of  reli- 
gion, and  then  we  fhall  confult  the  peace  of  cur 
minds,  and  advance  the  improvement  of  our  hearts. 
And,  at  the  fame  time  that  we  grow  good  and 
happy,  we  mall  promote  the  comfort  and  wel- 
fare of  others,  winning  them  over  to  the  belief 
and  practice  of  our  moft  holy  faith,  by  the  prudence 
and  piety  of  our  behaviour. 

St.  Paul  evidently  triumphs  in  the  do6lrine  of 
the  refurrection.  There  is  a  peculiar  fublimity 
of  fentiment  and  language,  which  runs  through 
the  whole  of  the  chapter,  and  more  efpecially 
when  he  quits  the  argumentative  part.  For, 
when  this  great  apoftle  is  reafoning  upon  this  fub- 
jecl,  his  grounds  of  perfuafion  are  as  plain  as 
they  are  forcible,  and  his  didricn  is  fimple  and 
level  to  every  capacity.  But  after  he  hath  efta- 
blifhed  this  important  truth,  you  will  obferve, 
that  his  thoughts  and  expreflions  become  more 
grand  and  lofty.  In  his  further  comments  upon  this 
glorious  principle  of  Chriftianity,  there  is  fuch  a 
ftrain  of  joy  and  exultation  attending  his  dif- 
courfe,  that  I  believe  there  are  few  converfant 
with  it,  who  are  not  powerfully  ftruck  with  the 
divine  oratory  of  its  illuftrious  author.  We  can* 

»  i  Cor.  iv,  6, 
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not  reflect  upon  that  grandeur  and  immortality 
which  await  the  fouls  of  good  men  in  another 
life,  without  fecret  tranfports,  and  fervent  wifhes 
of  becoming  their  afTociates  in  happinefs  in  a. 
future  ftate,  Xo  adopt  a  fcripture  interrogatory, 
"  Do  not  our  hearts  burn  within  us  *,"  while  we 
read  the  following  verfes  of  St.  Paul  ?  "  It  is 
*'  fown  in  corruption,  it  is  raifed  in  incorruption  ; 
"  it  is  fown  in  difhonour,  it  is  raifed  in  glory  j 
"  it  is  fown  in  weaknefs,  it  is  raifed  in  power ; 
*c  it  is  fown  a  natural  body,  it  is  raifed  a  fpiritual 
"  body :  there  is  a  natural  body,  and  there  is  a 
"  fpiritual  body.  And  fo  it  is  written,  The  firft 
"  man  Adam  was  made  a  living  foul  ;  the  laft 
u  Adam  was  made  a  quickening  fpirit.  Howbeit 
u  that  was  not  firft  which  is  -fpiritual,  but  that 
"  which  is  natural,  and  afterward  that  which  is 
"  fpiritual.  rfhe  firft  man  is  of  the  earth,  earthy; 
«  the  fecond  man  is  the  Lord  from  heaven.  As  is 
"  the  earthy,  fuch  are  they  alfo  that  are  earthy ; 
"  and  as  is  the  heavenly,  fuch  are  they  alfo  that 
11  are  heavenly :  and  as  we  have  borne  the  image 
"  of  the  earthy,  we  fhall  alfo  bear  the  image  of 
"  the  heavenly !  Now  this  I  fay,  brethren,  that 
"  flefh  and  blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
il  God ;  neither  does  corruption  inherit  incorrup- 
V  tion."  Here,  then,  appears  a  difficulty  :  for  if 
*  Luke  xxiv.  32. 

flefh 
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flefti  and  blood  are  incompatible  with  the  king- 
dom of  God,  and  corruption  has  neither  any  con- 
nection with,  nor  claim  to  incorruption,  what 
will  become  of  all  thofe  who  fhall  have  died  prior 
to  the  refurrection,  and  of  thofe  who,  at  that  aw- 
ful period,  fhall  be  found  alive;  or,  in  other 
words,  of  thofe  who  fhall  then  be  poflefled  of 
mortal  and  corruptible  bodies  ? 

The  Apoftle  gives  us  the  folution  of  this  quef- 
tion,  by  an  affirmation,  under  the  force  and  fanc- 
tion  of  divine  infpiration.  He  tells  us,  that 
there  will  be  many  living  at  the  grexat  day  of 
the  refurrection ;  but  that,  however  furprizing  it 
may  appear,  yet  the  procefs  of  that  grand  folem- 
nity  will  remove  every  difficulty,  and  confirm 
the  truth  of  his  facred  doctrine.  Be  pleafed  to 
obferve  attentively,  what  he  further  advances  upon 
this  moft  interefting  fubject: — "  Behold,  I  fhew 
"  you  a  myftery — we  fhall  not  all  fleep,  but  we 
"  fhall  all  be  changed  ;  in  a  moment,  in  the 
"  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the  laft  trump  (for 
"  the  trumpet  fhall  found)  and  the  dead  fhall 
"  be  raifed  incorruptible,  and  we  fhall  be  chang- 
"  ed."  The  fhort  parenthefis  in  this  verfe  is  de- 
fcriptive  of  a  very  remarkable  circumjlance  attend- 
ing the  grandeur  of  this  ftupendous  fcene.  St. 
Paul  afTures  us,  that  the  wonderful  operation  ef- 
fected upon  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  are  found 
H  4  alive 
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alive  at  the  refurreclion  fhall  take  place,  when  the 
loft  trumpet  Jhall found,  to  awaken  all  the  millions 
of  faints  who  are  fleeping  in  the  duft.  "  For  the 
"  trumpet  fhall  then  found" — the  voice  of  the 
archangel,  and  attending  celcftial  legions,  fhall 
fill  the  whole  earth  and  heaven,  and  the  dead 
fhall  immediately  hear  and  obey  the  divine  fum- 
mons.  The  bodies  of  good  men  fhall  then  be  raifed 
incorruptible,  and  thofe  pious  characters  who  fhall 
be  living  at  the  laft  day,  fhall  have  their  bodies 
changed,  like  the  bodies  of  Enoch  and  Elijah,  who 
were  taken  into  heaven  without  the  previous  in- 
troduction of  dying.  The  Apoftle  thus  goes  on: 
<l  — For  this  corruption  muft  put  on  incorrup- 
"  tion,  and  this  mortal  muft  put  on  immorta- 
"  lity— So  when  this  corruptible  fhall  have  put 
"  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  fhall  have 
"  put  on  immortality,  then  fhall  be  brought  to 
"  pafs  the  faying  that  is  written,  Death  is  fwal- 
«  lowed  up  in  viaory."  Whereupon  the  Apoftle 
triumphantly  breaks  forth  into  the  following  in- 
quiries :— "  O  death !  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave ! 
"  where  is  thy  victory  ?" 

From  the  account  now  given  of  the  rifing  of 
the  dead,  I  fhall  draw  two  inferences. 

Ift,  The  neceffity  of  a  religious  life,  in  order 
to  partake  of  a  happy  refurre&ion. 

Ildly. 
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Ildly,  The  fupport  and  comfort  which  this 
do&rine  affords  to  the  mind  of  man, 
under  the  heavieft  difappointments  and 
moft  painful  fufferings. 

Ift.  The  neceflity  of  a  religious  life,  in  order  to 
partake  of  a  happy  refurre&ion. 

Though  it  is  very  true  that  ALL  the  dead  fhall 
rife  from  their  graves  at  the  laft  day,  or,  to  ufe 
the  facred  and  emphatical  words  of  our  blefled 
Saviour :  "  The  hour  is  coming,  in  the  which 
"  ALL  that  are  in  their  graves  (hall  hear  his  voice, 
"  and  (hall  come  forth ;  they  that  have  done  good, 
"  unto  the  refurrection  of  life,  and.  they  that 
"  have  done  evil,  unto  the  refurre&ion  of  dam- 
<e  nation*;"  yet  it  is  obvious,  upon  a  careful  pe- 
rufal  of  St.  Paul's  addrefs  here  to  the  church  of 
Corinth,  that  the  Apoftle^is  not  fpeaking  of  the 
refurreclion  in  genera^  but  of  the  refurre&ion 
of  pious  men ;  or,  to  fpeak  his  own  phrafe,  "of 
"  thofe  who  are  Chrift's  at  his  coming."  Whence 
it  follows,  that  the  good  only  are  entitled  to  the 
diftinguifhed  honours  enumerated  in  this  chap- 
ter by  St.  Paul.  So  that  if  we  live  debauched 
and  wicked  lives,  we  can  have  no  grounds  to  en- 
tertain hopes  of  a  joyful  refurreiStion.  This  is 

*  John  v.  28,  29. 

a  truth 
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a  truth  worthy  of  our  utmoft  attention  ;  beaiufe 
we  frequently  fee  multitudes,  in  a  dying  hour, 
flattering  themfelves  with  expectations  of  a  happy 
refurreition,  without  having  taken  thofe  previous 
meafures,  which  the  goipel  hath  enjoined,  to  pre- 
pare and  fit  us  for  this  glorious  change.  Alas  ! 
the  man  who  hath  lived  vicioufly,  cannot  die  vir- 
tucuflyj  and  therefore  cannot  be  happy  after 
death.  It  is  true,  that  when  he  finds  himfelf  de- 
parting out  of  this  world,  and  is  Confcious  that 
all  his  endeavours  to  obtain  a  longer  abode  here 
are  weak  and  ineffectual,  he  indulgeth  wifhes  of 
rifing  from  his  duft  to  immortality  and  happinefs.. 
But  thofe  vicious  difpofitions  of  his  mind,  which 
he  carries  with  him  out  of  this  world,  he  will  af- 
furedly  retain  in  the  next.  "  He  that  is  unjuft, 
"  will  be  unjuft  ftill,  and  he  that  is  filthy,  will  be 
"  filthy  ftill*."  And  fuch  umighteoufnefs  and  im- 
purity muft,  in  their  own  nature,  difqualify  him 
for  that  glory  and  permanent  fplendor,"  which 
fhall  be  the  portion  of  thofe  who,  in  this  world, 
(hall  have  fubdued  every  inordinate  luft  and  af- 
fection, and  fhall  have  "  purified  themfelves  even 
"  as  God  is  pure  f." 

Whoever  {hall  be  defirous  of  fharing  in  the 
joys  of  a  bleffed  refurredtion,  muft  exert  his  ut- 

«  Revelation  xxii.  ji.  f  j  John  iii.  3. 

moft 
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nioft  diligence  to  a£t  anfwerably  to  his  Chriftian 
profeffion.  "  He  muft  do  juftice,  love  mercy, 
*<  and  walk  humbly  before  God*."  He  muft 
"  deny  all  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  and  " 
muft  "  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly,  in  this 
"  prefent  world  f."  He  muft  «  add  to  his  faith 
"  virtue,  and  to  virtue  knowledge,  and  to  know- 
"  ledge  temperance,  and  to  temperance  patience, 
*c  and  to  patience  godlinefs,  and  to  godlinefs  bro- 
"  therly  kindnefs,  and  to  brotherly  kindnefs  cha- 
"  rity  J."  In  all  thefe  virtues  and  graces  he  muft 
abound,  if  he  now  wiihes  to  bear,  at  the  laft  day, 
the  image  of  the  heavenly  Adam  (as  St.  Paul 
exprefles  himfelf  on  this  fubjecl:)}  that  is,  to  re- 
femble  Jefus  Chrift  in  purity,  glory,  and  immorta- 
lity. The  confequence  of  which  high  and  diftin- 
guifhed  honour  {hall  be,  a  happy  "  entrance  admi- 
«  niftered  unto  him  into  the  everlafting  kingdom 
*'  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  §."—— 
We  muft  likewife  ftrive,  in  this  life,  to  excel  in 
holinefs,  that  we  may  excel  in  glory  in  the  next. 
The  Apoftle  informs  us,  that  the  degrees  of 
fplendor  and  happinefs  of  the  pious  dead,  will 
be  proportionate,  at  the  refurre;5lion,  to  their  fe- 
yeral  and  refpective  advancements  in  Chriftian 

*  Micah  vi.  ?.  f  Titus  ii.  12.  I  *  Pet.  i. 

5,  6,  7.  §  Ibid.  i.  u. 
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perfection.  Attend  to  his  own  own  words— 
"  There  is  one  glory  of  the  fun,  and  another 
"  fclOI7  °f  {he  moon,  and  another  glory  of  the 
"  ftars  5  for  one  ftar  differeth  from  another  ftar 
w  in  glory — fo  alfo  is  the  refurreftion  of  the 
"  dead."  And  furely  it  is  a  moft  laudable  am- 
bition to  endeavour  at  excelling  in  goodnefs,  fince 
fuch  pre-eminence  will  promote  us  to  a  higher 
rank  of  glory  and  felicity.  We  muft  likewife 
maintain  a  fteadinefs  and  uniformity  in  our  prac- 
tice of  all  religious  duties.  No  temptations  are 
to  feduce  us ;  no  difficulties  are  to  difcourage  us. 
We  muft  be  fuperior  to  all  the  blandifhments  of 
finful  pleafures,  however  artfully  and  importu- 
nately they  may  addrefs  themfelves  to  our  various 
lufts  and  paflions.  We  muft  alfo  "  endure  hard- 
"  nefs,  as  foldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  fight  the 
"  good  fight  of  faith  *" — not  only  refift  whate- 
ver would  allure  us  from  the  difcharge  of  our 
duty,  but  perfevere  in  our  warfare,  obey  "  the  cap- 
«  tain  of  our  falvation,"  and  refolutely  continue 
"  faithful  unto  death  j"  more  efpecially  fince  we 
are  affured,  by  divine  declaration,  that  fuch  in- 
violable fidelity  fhall  be  rewarded  "  with  a  crown 
"of  life  f." 


*  2  Tim.  ii.  3 — i  Tim.  vi.  12. 
f  Rev.  ii.  jo. 
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And  indeed,  all  that  I  have  now  faid  is  per- 
fe&ly  confonant  to  the  inference  which  St.  Paul 
himfelf  deduces  from  this  do&rine  of  the  refur- 
re&ion.  "  Wherefore,  my  beloved  brethren," 
fays  the  Apoftle,  "  be  ye  fteadfaft,  unmoveable, 
"  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord ;  for- 
"  afmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour  fhall  not 
"  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 

Ildly.  I  am  to  take  notice  of  the  fupport  and 
comfort  which  this  great  principle  of  our  Chriftian 
faith  affords  to  the  mind  of  man,  under  the  heavieft 
difappointments  and  moft  painful  fufferings. 

It  would  be  a  very  needlefs  undertaking  to 
prove,  "  that  man  is  born  to  forrow,  as  the  fparks 
"  fly  upwards*."  Every  day  bears  its  teftimony 
to  this  melancholy  truth ;  and  fooner  or  later  will 
make  every  man  a  convert  to  it.  The  nature  of 
this  world  and  all  its  occurrences,  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  frame  of  our 
bodies,  fubjecl  us  to  various  and  innumerable  af- 
flictions. Our  hopes  often  terminate  in  difap- 
pointment;  or,  if  they  meet  with  gratification, 
the  objects  feldom  anfwer  to  our  wifhes,  and 
hardly  ever  fail  to  lofe  their  relifh  during  a  length 
of  poffeflion.  Our  fears  are  often  vain,  and  al- 
ways productive  of  bitter  inquietude.  They  fre- 

*  Job  v.  7. 
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quently  import  diftant  evils  by  anticipation— evils 
which  never  may  arrive— They  multiply  likevvife 
and  enlarge  future  ills,  beyond  their  jure  number 
and  real  magnitude.  And  indeed,  with  regard 
to  what  are  ufually  ftyled  pleafures,  they  are  ge- 
nerally purchafed  with  difficulty,  or  accompanied 
with  fome  uneafmefs,  or  end  in  remorfe  and  vex- 
ation of  fpirit. 

But  let  us  attend  the  couches  of  the  fick,  and 
what  mortifying  leffons  may  we  learn  from  thofe, 
who,  in  the  feverity  of  their  fufferings,  appro- 
priate to  themfelves  the  language  of  Job  !  "  I  am 
u  made  to  poflefs  months  of  vanity,  and  wea- 
"  rifome  nights  are  appointed  to  me.  When  I 
"  lie  down,  I  fay,  When  fhall  I  arife,  and  the  night 
"  be  gone  ?  and  I  am  full  of  tofiings  to  and  fro  un- 
"  to  the  dawning  of  the  day  *."  Thefe  are  very 
pitiable  fcenes  of  diftrefs  —  diftrefs  !  which  one 
day  or  other  may  become  the  portion  of  every 
one  of  us. — Shall  we  take  a  view  of  the  moft 
piercing  of  all  afflictions  ?  then  let  us  enter  the 
houfes  of  mourning,  where  death  hath  made  irre- 
parable breaches  into  family  connections  and 
comforts,  where  we  fhall  hear  the  cries  of  pa- 
rents bereaved  of  their  children,  or  of  children- 
bewailing  their  departed  parents.  Now,  is  there 

*  Jobvii.  3,4- 

any 
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any  do£brine,  or  if  there  be,  what  is  that  doc- 
trine, which  can  fuftain  the  human  mind  amidft 
all  the  manifold  difficulties,  difappointmcnts,  and 
preflures  of  human  life  ?  What  is  that  doctrine, 
which  can  infpire  fortitude,  patience,  and  refig- 
nation  under  ficknefs,  pain,  and  difTolution? 
Whence  are  we  to  fetch  thofe  principles  that 
can  fupport  us  under  the  agonizing  folemnity  of 
parting  with  our  expiring  relatives  and  friends  ?— 
Yes  :  the  glorious  difcovery  of  a  refurrection  to 
everlafting  life  and  happinefs.  I  fay,  that  this 
blefled  doctrine,  duly  believed,  ever  uppermoft  in 
our  thoughts,  and  actuating  all  our  behaviour,  will 
lead  us  to  regard  the  funeral  removal  of  all  that 
are  near  and  dear  to  us,  as  only  a  temporary  fe- 
paration  which  never  NEVER  fhall  prevail  any 
more,  becaufe  l<  death  fhall  then  be  fwallowed  up 
"  in  victory." 

Hear  the  triumphant  language  of  a  moft  excel- 
lent prelate,  Jong  deceafed  *. 

c  O    tranfporting    period  !    when   God   fhall 

*  gracioufly  wipe  away  all  tears  from  our  eyes, 

*  and  fin  and  forrow  fhall  be  no  more  !  when  this 
"  corruptible  fhall  put  on  incorruption,  and  this 
"  mortal  fhall  put  on  immortality,"  and  we  fhall 
c  enter  upon  the  pofleffion  of  all  that  glory  and 

*  Archbifhop  TilJotfon. 
*  «  felicity, 
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c  felicity,  which  God  hath  promifed,  and  our  faith 
1  hath  believed,  and  our  hopes  have  raifed  us  to 
'  the  expectations  of!  When  we  fhall  be  eafed 
1  of  all  our  pains,  and  refolved  of  all  our  doubts, 
1  and  be  purged  from  all  our  fins,  and  be  freed 
1  from  all  our  fears,  and  be  happy  beyond  all  our 
'  hopes;  and  have  this  happinefs  fecured  to  us  be- 
4  yond  the  power  of  time  and  change  !  When 
1  we  fhall  know  God  and  other  things  without 
1  ftudy,  a/id  love  him  and  one  another  without 
4  meafure,  and  ferve  and  praife  him  without  wea- 
'  rinefs,  and  obey  his  will  without  the  leaft 
c  reluctance ;  and  fhall  ftill  be  more  and  more 
1  delighted  in  the  knowing,  and  loving,  and 

*  praifing,  and   obeying   of   God    to    all    eter- 

*  nity!' 

But,  as  I  have  before  noticed,  this  exquifite 
happinefs  is  referved  for  thofe  only  who  lead  vir- 
tuous and  holy  lives ;  "  for  without  holinefs  no 
"  man  can  fee  the  Lord  *."  It  is  therefore  highly 
necefTary,  that  this  confederation  fhould  fink  deep 
into  our  breaft,  and  influence  every  part  of  our 
conduct.  If  this  doctrine  be  confcientioufly  ob- 
ferved  by  us,  we  may  reafonably  hope  to  die 
comfortably,  and  after  death  to  rife  glorioufly. 

*  Heb.  xii.  14. 
$  Which 
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Which  that  we  may  all  do,  God  of  his  infinite 
mercy  grant,  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift,  our 
blefled  Saviour  and  Redeemer.  To  whom,  with 
the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  afcribed  ever- 
lafting  praife. 


Von  It.  t  HEALTH> 


HEALTH,    AN    ALLEGORY: 
In  a  LETTER    to   a    LADY. 

MADAM, 

I  Received  your  obliging  favour ;  and  wifh  the 
goddefs,  whom  you  mention  with    rapture, 
may  be   your    conftant   friend    and  companion. 
Methinks  I  am  not  at  all  furprifed,  that  Pagans 
and  Poets  have  deified  Health. 

I  think  too  they  have  judged  mighty  well  in 
reprefenting  this  imaginary  deity  as  a  female,  to 
exprefs  thereby  the  fuperior  charms  of  this  divi- 
nity. Had  I  a  talent  for  fable,  I  would  fketch  out 
for  you  an  allegory  upon  this  fubjec~t.  I  fhould 
probably  begin  my  ftory  after  the  following  man- 
ner, or  fomething  like  it. 

Health  is  reported  to  be  the  daughter  of  Tem- 
perance, and  born  in  the  golden  age.  Some  are 
of  opinion  that  flie  was  defcended,  on  the  male 
fide,  from  Exercife.  But,  by  the  beft  lights  I 
could  ever  obtain  in  a  matter  of  fuch  antiquity 
and  obfcurity,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this 
account  of  her  genealogy  is  fpurious.  For  Tem- 
perance was  not  fo  properly  her  mother,  as  nurfe 
or  guardian,  one  who  had  the  tuition  of  her  in- 
fancy, and  was  afterwards  advanced  to  a  moft 
important  poft,  as  fliall  hereafter  be  mentioned. 

§  Whatever 
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Whatever  darknefs,  however,  may  attend  her  pa- 
rental defcent,  yet  all  the  annals  agree  in  the  follow- 
ing; that  her  birth  was  celebrated  with  great  pomp 
and  ceremony;  for  the  Graces  vifited  her  in  perfon, 
and  each  would  have  adopted  her  for  their  own. 
This  beautiful  young  virgin,  though  highly  ac- 
complifhed,  was  never  fond  of  public  appearances ; 
which  you  muft  own,  Madam,  would  be  ftrange 
felf-denial  in  the  pretty  goddefles  of  our  days. 
Her  principal  delight  was  in  the  fields  and  woods, 
where  Flora  dreft  her  with  the  rofe  and  the  lily  5 
and  Diana  frequently  made  her  a  companion  in 
her  fports.  A  nymph,  thus  poflefled  of  more  than 
human  accomplifhments,  was  juftly  entitled  to  a 
throne;  nor  was  it  long  before  Ihe  was  invefted 
with  the  fceptre  by  the  concurring  voices  and  ac- 
clamations of  the  people.  Her  reign  was  long 
and  profperous,  and  her  fubjects  were  happy. 
Nor,  indeed,  could  lefs  be  expected  from  a 
queen,  that .  founded  her  government  upon  the 
unerring  laws  of  nature,  which  were  as  obliga- 
tory upon  herfelf  as  upon  her  people ;  nor  could 
the  royal  authority  itfelf  difpenfe,  at  any  time 
whatever,  with  a  breach  of  thofe  primary  fta  . 
tutes. 

Her  firft  minifter  was  Virtue,  who  had  an  un- 
bounded afcendence  over  her  miftrefs.  Befides 
this  premier  favourite,  there  was  another,  who 
I  2  was 
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was  almoft  a  conftant  aflbciate  ©f  the  queen* 
The  name  of  this  pretty  fylvan  was  Chearful- 
nef?.  She  was  generally  apparelled  in  green,  of  a 
mild  and  compofed  afpecl,  liable  to  have  her 
features  fometimes  brightened  by  a  fmile.  Many 
other  virgins  joined  the  train  of  this  princefs,  and 
were  adjudged  to  be  of  Britifh  extraction.  There 
Was  Innocence^  dreft  in  white,  with  a  curious 
blufh  cf  crimfon  on  her  cheeks ;  fhe  was  hand- 
ed along  by  Prudence,  who  wore  a  good  deal  of 
folicitude  in  her  countenance,  and  feemed  to  ftep 
with  great  caution,  She  was,  indeed,  an  armed 
fatellite ;  and  had  more  of  feverity  than  fweetnefs  in 
her  brow.  But  there  was  a  moft  beautiful  form, 
that  juftly  challenged  a  particular  defcription ;  a 
lady,  who  fo  clofely  adhered  to  the  white-robed 
fair,  that  it  is  faid,  they  were  never  feen  apart. 
This  virgin's  name  was  Peace,  She  had  a  tnofl 
lovely  ferenity  in  her  vifage.,  and  a  foftnefs  not  to 
be  delineated  by  a  human  pen.  The  affiflance 
of  the  imagination  muft  here  be  called  in,  and 
the  portrait  wear  an  angel's  face*  Though  (he 
was  highly  admired  by  the  gazing  crowd,  yet 
fhe  feemed  to  borrow  none  of  her  happinefs  from 
the  applaufes  and  adoration  of  the  multitude.  It 
is  further  given  out,  that,  fond  as  this  lady  was  of 
the  court  of  Plealth,  fhe  rarely  makes  her  appear- 
ance iu  the  courts  and  palaces  of  other  monarchsj 

and 
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and  the  reafon  afligned  is  her  infeparable  attach.- 
ment  to  the  female  above-mentioned,  who  was 
arrayed  in  a  garment  of  fpotlefs  white. 

In  procefs  of  time,  there  arofe  a  powerful  ene-r 
my  to  the  queen — Luxury,  an  abfolute  monarch, 
who,  proclaimed  war  againft  Health.  The  armies 
of  the  former  were  principally  Afiatics,  and  more 
numerous  than  thofe  of  Xerxes,  which  drank  up 
whole  rivers  as  they  matched,  or  than  thofe  of  the 
Macedonian  madman,  who  conquered  all  but  him- 
felf,  Yet,  notwithftanding  the  number  of  the 
tyrant's  forces,  Health  had  never  been  fubdued, 
if  her  fubje&s  had  not  liftened  to  overtures  of 
peace  from  the  enemy  j  which,  as  you  fhall  hear 
by  and  by,  paved  the  way  for  the  duTolution  of 
the  queen's  happy  government. 

Excefs  led  the  armies  of  Luxury  into  the  field, 
and  commanded  the  van;  Sicknefs  and  Pain  were 
pofted  in  the  centre ;  Povery  and  Pride  had  the 
command  of  the  wings  j  and  Repentance  and 
Death  brought  up  the  rear. 

Health  headed  her  own  troops,  and  was  fup- 
ported  by  her  two  illuftrious  amazons,  Refolution 
and  Prudence.  The  latter  drew  up  the  forces  with 
fuch  matchlefs  Ikill,  that  their  corps  were  impe-» 
netrable  by  the  enemy.  Their  helmets  and  coats 
of  mail  were  tempered  with  fo  much  art,  that 
they  were  proof  to  the  enemy's  Ihot.  Nor  was 

13  tte 
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the  queen's  army  to  be  furprifed  at  any  time 
by  a  fudden  invafion.  For  Prudence  had  ere<5t- 
ed  up  and  down  feveral  watch  towers,  whence 
the  motions  of  the  adverfe  party  were  cafily 
defcried. 

The  difpute  was  long  and  doubtful ;  till  at  laft, 
the  enemy  finding  no  fuccefs  likely  to  enfue  from 
open  meafures  of  hoftility,  had  recourfe  to  ftrata- 
gem.  For,  fending  Pleafure  as  an  ambafladrefs, 
to  mediate  between  the  two  contending  powers, 
this  artful  fyren  fo  infmuated  herfelf  into  the  favour 
of  the  queen's  fubje£ts,  and  fowed  fuch  difcontent 
in  their  breaft,  that,  being  gradually  won  upon  by 
her  blandifhments  and  corruptions,  they  at  firft 
began  to  murmur  againft  the  feverity  of  the 
queen's  difcipline,  and,  by  degrees  relaxing  of 
their  allegiance,  they  at  laft  revolted  openly  to 
the  enemy. 

Health  being  thus  overpowered  by  her  adver- 
fary,  or  rather  deferted  bafely  through  the  treachery 
of  her  own  fubje&s,  withdrew  from  earth  to 
heaven,  and  was  fpeedily  enrolled  among  the 
divinities ;  whence  fhe  ftill  continues  to  impart 
her  benefits  to  thofe  diftinguifhed  few,  who  wife- 
ly regulate  their  lives  by  her  golden  precepts,  and 
hold  no  correfpondence  with  Luxury,  or  her  par- 
tifans, 

And, 
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And  now,  Madam,  as  I  am  a  profeft  prieft 
of  the  goddefs,  you  may  depend  upon  my  beft 
intereft  with  her  to  fliower  down  upon  you 
a  double  portion  of  her  favours.  For  I  am, 

Madam, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant* 


I  4  ON 
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Omnes  homines,  qui  fefe  Jludent  prat/tare  catens 
animalibus,  fumma  ope  niti  decet,  ne  vitam  Jl- 
lentla  tranfeant^  veluti  pecora^  qua  natura  prona 
atque  ventrl  obedieniia  finxit.  SALL. 

THIS  world  hath  often  been  compared  to  a 
wide  theatre,  where  every  man  hath  a  part 
allotted  him  to  act ;  and  it  highly  becomes  every 
man  to  acquit  himfelf  properly  in  that  character 
which  he  perfonates;  that  when  he  retires  from 
the  ftage,  there  may  be  conferred  upon  him  the 
defirable  encomiums  of  a  diligent  actor,  a  faithful 
friend,  and  a  generous  patriot.  What  excufe  then 
can  be  made  for  that  portion  of  mankind  who  pafs 
their  days  in  a  culpable  indolence  or  in  a  criminal 
activity ;  whofe  knowledge  is  circumfcribed  to  a 
juft  tafte  in  claret,  and  actions  extend  little  further 
than  to  the  drinking  of  it !  men,  whofe  ambition 
rifes  no  higher  than  to  a  pre-eminence  in  their 
horfes  and  hounds  ;  and  who  experience  only  thofe 
fenfual  delights,  which  their  dogs  perhaps  enjoy 
in  a  degree  fuperior  to  themfelves  ?  There  are,  in- 
deed, feveral  fmall  trivial  qualifications,  whichj 
when  joined  with  greater,  may  occafionally  render 
the  pofTeflbr  the  more  agreeable ;  but  which,  if 

one? 
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once  drawn  out,  and  expofed  to  light  by  them- 
felves,  are  incapable  of  exciting  the  leaft  efteem ; 
like  particular  {hades  in  a  picture,  which,  while 
they  are  connected  with  the  main  defign,  may  be 
laudable  decorations,  but  if  once  abftracted,  apr 
pear  inferior  to  the  paintings  of  a  fign-poft. 

What  is  a  greater  argument  of  a  mean  and 
ignoble  fpirit,  than  to  dance  life  away  in  a  perpe- 
tuated aflembly,  or  to  play  away  threefcore  years 
and  ten  at  repeated  games  at  cards  ?  When  per- 
fons  of  this  charadler  make  their  exit,  they  are 
as  little  regarded,  after  the  curtain  is  dropped,  as 
thofe  dramatis  perfonae  which  are  hired  to  fill 
up  the  retinue  of  the  hero. 

There  are  a  vaft  number  and  variety  in.  the 
provinces  of  life,  infomuch  that  there  is  no  excufe 
left  for  an  ungenerous  indolence.  Though  all 
men  are  not  alike  capable  of  acting  in  an  exalted 
fphere,  of  perfonating  the  general  or  the  ftatefman, 
yet  every  man  is  capacitated  to  act  fomc  part  or 
another  well.  Gentlemen  of  eftates  can  never  be 
at  a  lofs  to  employ  their  time ;  becaufe  to  fuch 
a  large  field  lies  open,  where  they  may  expatiate 
with  the  greateft  fatjsfaction  to  themfelves,  and 
ufefulnefs  to  others.  There  are  unnumbered 
pleafures,  which  a  mere  eftate  itfelf  entitles  a  man 
to ;  and  he  who  will  be  fo  juft  to  himfelf,  and 
good  to  others,  as  to  lay  hold  on  the  happy  op- 
portunities 
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portunities  that  money  offers,  hath  this  peculiar 
privilege,  that  at  the  fame  time  he  is  promoting 
the  benefit  of  others,  he  is  procuring  to  himfelf, 
by  fuch  ads  of  benevolence,  the  greatefl:  happinefs 
attainable  in  life. 

And  here  I  fhall  addrefs  myfelf  to  a  particular 
advantage,  which  gentlemen,  whofe  eftates  lie  in 
land,  may  enjoy,  I  mean  that  of  culture  and  im- 
provement, which  at  once  dilates  and  inftru6r,s  the 
mind,  makes  conftant  acceffions  to  the  eftate, 
confirms  and  invigorates  the  health,  and  is  of 
diffufive  fervice  to  the  poorer  part  of  the  nation. 
To  a  man  of  a  philosophical  turn  here  are  continu- 
ally new  fcenes  prefenting  themfelves  to  the  ima- 
gination, frefh  wonders  opening  to  curiofity,  and  a 
continued  flream  of  pleafure  ever  pouring  in  upon 
the  foul.  The  earth  feeins,  as  it  were,  in  filent 
gratitude,  amply  to  repay  the  induftry  beftowcd 
upon  her ;  while  nature  puts  on  all  her  gaudy 
drefTes,  and  appears  with  a  variety  of  beauties, 
at  once  to  pleafe  and  inform  the  mind,  and  at  the 
lame  time  to  charm  and  gratify  the  fenfes.  This 
employment,  under  proper  regulations,  is  a  theme 
worthy  of  a  refined  tafte,  and  fuited  to  a  fublime 
genius;  whence  accordingly  we  find,  that  the 
greatefl  and  the  wifeft  men  v/ere  frequently  with- 
drawing themfelves  from  affairs  of  ftate,  to  retire 
into  the  country,  where  we  may  obfervc  them,  in 

the 


ON     HUSBANDRY.         123 

the  moft  luxuriant  ftyle  and  paflionate  expreffions, 
enlarging  upon  the  rich  profufion  and  fatisfactory 
pleafures  of  the  fame. 

The  vegetable  kingdom  may  be  faid  to  be  in 
one  continual  bloom  to  a  contemplative  mind ; 
and  every  gradual  change,  which  nature  introduces, 
exhibits  a  new  fubjecl:  for  the  employ  of  his 
thoughts.  How  delightful  is  it  to  furvey  the 
different  growths,  ftages,  and  progreflive  fuccef- 
fions  of-  plants,  trees,  and  fruits,  from  their  firft 
fwelling  and  expanding  into  life,  to  their  mooting 
into  a  flender  youth,  and  thence  terminating  in  a 
beautiful  maturity! 

What  led  me  into  the  above  train  of  thought, 
was  a  vifit  I  lately  paid  to  a  friend  of  mine  in 
the  country ;  with  whofe  character  I  mall  beg 
leave  to  clofe  this  fpeculation. 

Cornelius  is  a  man  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds 
per  annum.  When  he  came  to  his  eftate,  the 
net  income  thereof  fcarcely  exceeded  half  its 
prefent  value ;  but  by  a  frugal  and  prudent  con- 
duel:,  he  hath  paid  a  large  debt,  with  which  his 
hind  had  been  encumbered  during  many  years. 
He  was  always  of  a  thoughtful  and  ftudious  dif- 
pofition ;  and,  as  men  of  this  chara£ler  are  ge- 
nerally enemies  to  pomp  and  noife,  fo  Cornelius 
was  ever  averfe  to  public  employments.  He  had 
arrived  to  fuch  a  knowledge  of  mankind,  at  an  age 

when 
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when  men  commonly  but  begin  this  ftudy,  a$ 
to  know,  that  it  required  a  greater  degree  of  firm- 
nefs  and  refolution  to  maintain  an  integrity  amidft 
public  corruption,  than  what  his  tender  un- 
experienced youth  could  pretend  to;  the  temr>- 
tations  in  fuch  departments  being  no  lefs  perfua- 
five  than  they  are  numerous.  The  fufpefted 
hypocrify  of  fome,  the  apparent  diflionefty  of 
others,  and  the  great  folly  of  moft,  were  to  him 
powerful  inducements  to  retirement ;  fo  far  as 
fuch  recefs  is  agreeable  to  thofe  unalterable  ties 
and  obligations  which  a  man  lies  under,  of  being 
ferviceable  to  his  country.  Yet  this  his  retreat 
proceeded  by  no  means  from  a  ridiculous  aftedla- 
tion,  a  fordid  deilre  of  eafe,  and  a  culpable  difguft 
to  bufirjefs ;  but  from  a  ferious  reflection  upon 
the  difficulties  of  filling  public  ftations  with  ho~ 
nour ;  the  unkind  conftru<5Hons  which  men  are 
apt  to  put  upon  the  bell  intentions ;  and  the 
univerfal  ingratitude  which  the  moft  laudable  mea- 
iures  are  fure  to  meet  with,  if  unattended  with 
fuccefs.  Ingratitude  !  that  vipe  by  which  the  moft 
delicate  minds  are  the  moft  eafily  affe&ed,  a? 
the  tendereft  conftitutions  are  the  fooneft  indif- 
pofed  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
,  A  {hallow  infight  into  mankind  may  generate 
pride,  and  a  fupcrcilious  behaviour;  but  a  pror- 
found  phtlofopher  hath  too  much  knowledge  to 
8  "be 
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be  vain,  envious,  and  ill-natured.  The  confe* 
quences  of  an  unbounded  underftanding,  are  hu- 
manity, generofity,  and  love.  Thus  the  aufterity 
of  Cornelius's  virtue  is  fo  fmoothed  by  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  his  difpofition,  improved  by  his  know- 
ledge, that  his  converfation  is  never  lefs  obliging 
than  inftructive  ;  and  fo  judicioufly  are  good 
lenfe  and  a  genteel  behaviour  interwoven  toge- 
ther, that  it  is  difficult  to  determine,  in  this  happy 
compofition,  which  is  moft  predominant,  the  acute 
philofopher,  or  the  fine  gentleman. 

With  thefe  qualifications  my  friend  is  retired 
into  the  country.  The  rrethod  of  pa/Ting  his 
time  is  amidft  his  books  in  the  mornjngi  and 
in  the  afternoon  his  hours  are  devoted  to  friend- 
Chip,  or  the  furveying  of  his  eftate.  It  is  highly- 
pi  eafing  to  obferve  with  what  a  mixture  of 
affection  and  refpecl  the  tenants  falute  their 
landlord,  the  moft  inferior  of  them  appearing 
rather  a  (pecies  of  friends  than  dependants. 
He  hath  fo  juftly  calculated  the  product  of  the 
farms  they  occupy,  as  to  allow  the  hufbandmen 
ample  fupplies  for  the  maintenance  of  their  fami- 
lies ;  and  the  tenants  are  fo  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  greatnefs  of  their  matter's  foul,  as  to 
know,  that  the  improvements,  which  they  make 
upon  his  eftates,  will  never  prove  a  temptation 
to  him  to  raife  their  rents,  without  allowing  them 

proper 
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proper  rewards  for  their  induftry.  By  thefd 
means,  there  is  not  a  fpot  of  ground  uncultivated. 
The  generofity  of  Cornelius's  mind  {nines  forth 
in  the  plenty  of  his  tenants,  and  the  wifdom  of  his 
conduct  is  confpicuous  in  the  carriage  of  his  fer- 
vants ;  for,  as  hath  already  been  intimated,  he  hath 
fo  prudently  blended  love  and  refpecl:  in  the  minds 
of  his  tenants,  that  the  latter  reftrains  the  former 
from  all  excuriions  into  an  indecent  and  naufeous 
familiarity. 

Before  I  conclude  this  paper,  I  muft  beg  the 
reader's  attention  to  the  relating  of  a  facl:,  which 
I  was  informed  of  by  the  farmer  immediately 
concerned.  A  few  days  ago,  this  honeft  hufband- 
man  was  waiting  upon  my  friend,  to  difcharge 
a  part  of  his  year's  rent.  Upon  the  entrance  cf 
Ruricolus  into  the  room,  Cornelius  obferved  a 
fettled  melancholy  in  his  countenance ;  and,  fuf- 
pe&ing  the  caufe  thereof,  prevented  the  farmer's 
complaints,  by  afking  him,  whether  he  had  made  the 
fame  gain  this  year  of  his  acres  as  formerly  ?  To 
which  the  countryman  replied,  that  the  violence  of 
the  winds  laft  autumn,  raid  the  fudden  florins  of  fnow 
towards  the  conclufion  of  the  winter,  had  fcattered 
fuch  large  quantities  of  his  corn,  and  deftroyed 
fuch  a  number  of  his  fheep,  that,  were  it  not  for  a 
little  money  which  he  had  laid  up,  he  could  not 
have  fupported  the  feverity  of  the  fhock.  Corne- 
lius 
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lius  knowing  the  truth  of  the  ftory,  and  the  dili- 
gence of  the  hufbandman,  generoufly  remitted 
him  half  his  year's  rent. 

By  thefe  meafures  Cornelius  enjoys  thofe  ex- 
ftatic  pleafures  which  none  but  minds  exaltedly 
virtuous  are  capable  of  relifihing.  He  hath  a 
fecrec  lodged  within  him  for  ferenity  and  peace 
againft  all  inclemency  of  weather  and  intempera- 
ture  of  the  feafons.  The  rude  blafls  of  the  eaft 
wind  teem  with  as  many  bleffings  as  the  moft 
fertile  zephyrs ;  inafmuch  as  the  former  enable 
him  to  tafte  the  fruits  of  the  latter  in  their  trueft 
perfection,  by  furniming  him  with  opportunities 
of  relieving  unfortunate  induftry  and  diftreft  vir- 
tue ;  by  placing  it  in  his  power  to  anfwer  the  ne- 
ceffitous  petition  of  the  forlorn  widow,  and  the 
moving  cries  of  the  hungry  orphan  ! 

Go  on,  great  man  ! — «The  heavens  fhall  ever 
fmile  on  the  largcnefs  of  thy  foul,  and  med  their 
moft  friendly  influences  upon  thee,  thy  family,  thy 
lands,  thy  cattle  !  Thus  mall  thy  days  never 
know  interruption  of  happinefs,  and  thy  end  (hail 
be  crowned  with  the  applaufe  of  thy  Maker. 
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Subito  non  i>ulttis^  non  color 
Non  compttz  manfere  corrus^fed  petfus 
Et  rabie  fera  ear  da  tument*  VIRG. 

THERE  never  was  a  word  more  miftaketi 
than  Zeal.  To  this  idol  have  been  facri* 
ficed  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands.  It  delights 
and  fports  itfelf  in  human  victims,  like  Moloch* 
As  an  angel  of  darknefs,  it  deals  murders,  plagues, 
and  famine  around ;  and  with  the  v  enornous  ma- 
lignity of  a  bafilifk,  kills  whatever  it  looks  upon. 

This  monfter  hath  turned  the  moft  fertile 
plains  into  barren  wilderneffeSj  depopulated  large 
and  mighty  cities,  and  totally  effaced  the  image  of 
the  Creator  through  fevefal  parts  of  the  eaftern 
world.  Zeal,  abftra&ed  from  charity,  is  the  wild 
enthufiafm  of  a  diftempered  brain,  or  the  infernal 
rage  of  an  abandoned  hypocrite. 

While  I  was  ruminating  on  this  fubjecT:,  I  fell 
afleep,  and  to  the  above  reflections  I  attribute  the 
following  vifion : — * 

Methought  I  was  on  a  fudden  tranfported  into 
a  diftant  country,  the  air  of  which  was  very  thick 
and  heavy,  fo  that  the  whole  region  appeared  to 
be  involved  in  a  large  cloud*  I  had  not  been 

there 
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there  long,  before  a  beautiful  being  met  me,  and 
accofted  me  with  the  queftion,  "  How  I  came 
thither?"  My  reply  hath  efcaped  my  memory. 
But  my  fair  guide,  without  further  interrogations, 
led  me  towards  a  large  ftrucSture,  which,  fhe  in- 
formed me,  was  the  temple  of  Zeal. 

As  we  paffed  along,  we  took  notice  of  vaft  ar- 
mies, which  encompafled  us  on  all  fides.  The  co- 
lour of  their  cioaths  was  the  deepeft  fcarlet  that  I 
had  ever  beheld.  Their  fwords,  which  were  al- 
ways drawn,  were  reeking  with  the  blood  of  thofe 
whom  they  had  encountered. 

Thus  we  advanced  towards  the  middle  of  the 
country.  As  we  drew  nearer  to  the  temple,  the 
air  grew  fo  thick,  and  the  whole  atmofphere  was 
fb  dark,  that  the  building  feemed  entirely  fituated 
in  the  very  fhades  of  night.  The  building  was  il- 
luminated with  a  fmall  taper,  which  caft  an  addi- 
tional gloom  and  horror  around  the  place.  In- 
ftead  of  foliages,  and  other  decorations,  ufual  at 
the  entrance  of  large  edifices,  there  were  carved 
the  figures  of  human  fkulls,  and  other  bones; 
fo  that  the  external  ornaments  refembled  the  ap- 
pearances of  a  fepulchre.  At  the  further  end  of 
the  temple,  we  defcried  the  female  to  whom  it  be- 
longed. She  was  feated  upon  a  throne  of  ebony, 
;and  arrayed  in  deep  mourning.  Her  face  was 
very  pale,  and  much  emaciated,  occafioned  by 
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130         Otf          ZEAL. 

long  vigils,  and  unremitted  indufiry  in  her  at- 
tention to  her  engagements.  Her  eyes  and  hands 
were  lifted  upwards,  and  flie  feemed  to  be  actuated 
by  the  moft  fervent  devotion.  On  her  right  hand 
flood  Superflition,  dreft  in  the  habit  of  a  nun, 
and  was  her  prime  minifter  of  ftate,  from  whom 
file  received  all  her  intelligence.  On  her  left 
appeared  a  hideous  phantom,  called  Death  ;  in  one 
hand  was  lightning,  and  in  the  other  a  fcythe. 

After  having  taken  a  fufficient  furvey  of  this 
fcene  of  terrors,  I  defired  my  leader  to  conduct 
me  back,  with  which  requeft  fhe  immediately 
complied;  and  entertained  me,  as  we  puffed  along, 
with  fuitable  reflections  upon  what  I  had  feen.  I 
was  very  defirous  to  know  the  lady  by  whom  I 
had  been  fo  highly  obliged,  when  a  fortunate  inci- 
dent occurred,  which  introduced  me  into  the 
whole  fecret. 

There  advanced  towards  us  a  tribe  of  nymphs, 
whofe  charms  were  too  many  and  too  great  for 
the  defcription  of  the  pen ;  each  held  in  her  hand  a 
golden  harp.  Their  eyes  were  ftrong  and  fpark- 
ling,  and  at  the  fame  time  tempered  with  a  pecu- 
liar foftnefs.  Their  hair  flowed  upon  their  ihoul- 
ders  in  graceful  ringlets;  and  when  they  fpoke, 
muflc  ifliied  from  their  tongues.  No  fooner  had 
their  preudent,  who  was  the  goddefs  Harmony,  at- 
tended by  the  liberal' arts  and  fcicnces,  paid  her 

refpects 
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refpefts  to  my  conductor^  than  fhe  immediately 
threw  off  her  difguife ;  when,  lo  !  all  on  a  fudden, 
the  mifts  and  clouds  were  difpelled ;  the  day  broke 
in  upon  us,  and  the  fun  mone  in  its  meridian 
glory.  Whereupon  I  turned  myfelf,  to  notice  what 
was  become  of  the  fcene,  which  I  had  fo  lately 
beheld ;  when,  to  my  great  furprife  and  pleafure, 
the  fpot  where  the  temple  flood  was  converted 
into  a  verdant  hill,  covered  with  flocks  of  fheep, 
whofe  fleeces  emulated  the  whitenefs  of  fnow ; 
while  the  plains  below  were  beautifully  divided 
into  regular  inclofures,  and  (locked  with  vaft 
herds  of  cattle.  Inftead  of  the  cries  of  the 
miferable,  our  ears  were  entertained  with  the 
bleatings  of  fheep,  the  lowings  of  oxen,  the  fweet 
murmurs  of  rivulets,  and  the  melodious  warblings 
of  nightingales  !  I  was  then  turning  towards  my 
guide,  who  inftantly  vanifhed  from  my  fight ;  but 
by  the  appellation  which  the  nymphs  gave  her,  I 
learnt  that  fhe  was  the  goddefs  Liberty,  the 
Genius  of  Great  Britain  ! 
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Fifceribu!  mtferorum  et  fanguine  Vefcltur  atre. 

VJRG. 

OUPERIOR  excellence  is  the  general  mark 
O  for  calumny  j  and  envy  is  ufually  led  to 
afperfe  what  it  cannot  imitate.  A  little  mind  is 
fcandalized  at  the  pre-eminence  of  its  neighbour, 
and  endeavours  to  depreciate  the  virtues  which  it 
cannot  attain  to.  Thus  the  diftempered  eye  is 
impatient  of  prevailing  brightnefs ;  and,  by  attempt- 
ing to  obferve  the  lucid  object,  inadvertently 
betrays  its  own  weaknefs.  Pride  is  the  fruitful 
parent  of  detraction;  and  it  is  the  unjuft  eftimats 
which  men  fet  upon  themfelves,  that  generates  in 
their  minds  this  ridiculous  contempt  of  greater 
worth.  Perfons  of  this  unhappy  complexion  re- 
gard all  praifes  conferred  upon  another  as  deroga- 
tory from  their  own  value.  The  arrows  of  the 
backbiter  are  generally  fhot  in  the  night;  and 
the  moft  unfpotted  innocence  is  the  game  of  this 
infernal  deftroyer.  The  heads  of  his  darts  are 
imbrued  in  poifon ;  and  it  too  frequently  happens,. 
that  a  fmall  wound  proves  mortal  to  the  injured. 
But  to  drop  for  the  prefent  thefe  figurative  eipref- 
fions,  I  would  only  obferve,  that  it  is  pity  a  well- 
regulated 
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regulated  fociety  cannot  more  effe&ually  curb 
this  impious  licentioufnefs  of  thofe  fons  of  dark- 
nefs.  If  a  wretch,  neceffitated  by  the  cries  of  a 
ftarving  family  to  feek  illegal  fupplies  of  bread, 
ihall  make  an  open  attack  upon  me,  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  realm  configns  fuch  a  pitiable  malefac- 
tor to  infamy  and  death.  And  fhall  this  miferable 
cfojecl:  of  companion  prove  the  victim  of  my  re- 
fentment,  while  the  backbiter  may,  with  impunity, 
revel  in  the  excefles  of  his  iniquity,  and  bcaft  de- 
fiance to  all  laws  ?  As  this  is  a  togic,  however, 
which  hath  been  defcanted  on  by  a  variety  of 
pens,  I  {hall  endeavour  to  enliven  it  with  the  air  of 
novelty,  -by  throwing  my  further  fentiments  into 
the  form  of  a  vifion, 

I  found  myfelf,  during  {he  /lumbers  of  the  night, 
in  a  very  extenfive  region,  which  was  fubjecl  to 
the  jurifdi&ton  of  a  fury,  named  Detraction.  The 
fields  were  wild,  and  carried  not  the  leaft  appear- 
ance of  cultivation.  The  tops  of  the  hills  were 
covered  with  fnow ;  and  the  whole  country  feemed 
to  mourn  the  inclement  feverity  cf  one  eternal 
winter.  Inftead  of  the  verdure  of  a  pleating  her- 
bage, there  fprang  up  to  fight  hemlock,  aconite, 
and  other  baneful  plants*.  The  woods  were  the 
retreats  of  ferpents;  while  on  the  boughs  were 
perched  the  birds  of  night,  brooding  in  doleful 
fiJence. 

K  3  In 
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In  the  middle  of  the  plain  was  a  bleak  moun- 
tain, where  I  difcovered  a  group  of  figures,  which 
I  prefently  made  up  to.  On  the  fummit  prefented 
the  fury  of  the  place.  There  was  a  peculiar  de- 
formity attending  her  perfon,  Her  eyes  were 
galled  and  inflamed ;  her  vifage  was  fwollen  and 
terrible  5  and  from  her  mouth  proceeded  a  two- 
edged  fword.  A  blafted  oak  was  the  throne 
which  flie  fat  on  j  her  food  was  the  flefh  of  vipers, 
and  her  drink  gall  and  vinegar. 

At  a  little  diftance  from  her  I  obferved  Igno- 
rance talking  loud  in  his  own  applaufe ;  Pride 
ftrutting  upon  his  tiptoes ;  Conceit  pradtifmg  at 
a  mirror  j  and  Envy,  like  a  vulture,  preying  upon 
herfelf. 

The  multitudes  who  paid  their  addrefles  to  this 
fury  were  a  compofition  of  all  nations  and  profef- 
fions,  of  different  characters,  and  various  capa- 
cities. There  was  the  mechanic,  the  tradefman, 
the  fcholarj  but  the  moft  zealous  votaries  con- 
fifted  principally  of  old  maids,  antiquated  batche- 
lors,  difcarded  courtiers,  and  the  like.  Each  ftrove 
to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  fury,  by  facrificing 
the  moft  valuable  of  his  friends ;  nor  could  proxi- 
mity of  blood  move  compaflion,  or  plead  exemp- 
tion from  being  victims  to  her  infatiable  paflion. 
Some  addreffed  this  infernal  Moloch  with  the  very 
fruits  of  their  bodies,  while  others  were  trium- 
phantly 
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phantly  chanting  forth  the  extent  of  her  power,  and 
expatiating  on  the  numbers  of  her  conquefts.  At 
this  incident  arofe  in  my  breaft  all  the  tender 
fentiments  of  humanity  that  I  had  ever  cultivat- 
ed ;  and  I  began  to  blame  my  criminal  curiofity, 
which  had  prompted  me  to  afcend  the  mountain. 
But  in  a  few  minutes  the  whole  fcene  was  very 
agreeably  reverfed.  For,  towards  the  fouthern 
boundaries,  I  obferved  the  clouds  parting,  the 
flcy  purpling,  and  the  fun  breaking  forth  in  all  its 
glory.  When  immediately  there  appeared  march- 
ing towards  us  Good-nature,  in  all  her  pomp 
and  fplendor;  arrayed  like  a  fylvan  nymph,  and 
blooming  with  unftudied  graces.  She  was  of  a 
fair  and  ruddy  complexion,  which  received  addi- 
tional beauty  from  the  frequent  fmiles  that  me 
threw  into  her  countenance.  On  her  right  hand 
fhone  Good  Senfe,  with  much  majefty  and  diffi- 
dence in  her  mien.  She  was  an  effentiai  atten- 
dant on  the  young  lady,  who  never  appeared  to 
fuch  advantage,  as  when  fhe  was  under  her  more 
immediate  direction.  On  her  left  was  Generofity, 
carrying  a  heart  in  her  hand.  The  next  that  pre- 
fented,  was  Modefty,  with  her  eyes  fixed  on  the 
ground,  and  her  cheeks  fpread  with  rofes.  Then 
followed  a  train  of  beauties,  who,  by  the  unaf- 
fected charms  of  their  perfons,  made  me  defirous 
of  a  nearer  infpe£tion.  Upon  a  clofe  approach  I 
K  4  difcoyered 
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difcovered  that  they  were  a  tribe  of  Britifh  ladles, 
who  were  always  fond  of  appearing  in  the  retinue 
of  the  goddefs,  from  whofe  indulgent  fmiles  they 
received  an  acceflional  luftre  to  their  charms.  I 
then  turned  my  eyes  towards  the  mpnfters  I  have 
above  defcribed.  The  principal  of  which  turned 
pale,  and  fell  down  in  a  fwoon  from  her  throne. 
Pride  fhrunk  into  a  fhade ;  Envy  fell  proftrate  and 
bit  the  ground;  while  Ignorance  vanifhed  like  a 
morning  cloud  before  the  rifing  fun.  As  the  god- 
defs drew  near,  the  whole  collection  of  fiends  dif- 
appeared.  The  bafilifk  fkulked  into  the  glade,  and 
the  oak  on  which  the  fury  was  feated  budded 
forth  afrefh,  where,  ere  the  goddefs  walked,  the 
flowers  fprang  up  fpontaneous  at  her  feet.  The 
trees,  furprifed  with  new-born  life,  difplayed  the 
enamelled  bloflbm.  The  tender  roe  was  feen 
bounding  over  the  mountains,  and  the  little  lamb 
fporting  on  the  hills.  Inftead  of  the  briar  and  the 
thorn,  there  fhot  forth  the  myrtle  and  every  odo- 
riferous fhrub.  The  voice  of  the  turtle  was 
heard  in  the  groves,  and  the  dales  refounded  with 
the  melodious  harmony  of  the  nightingale.  In  a 
word,  the  whole  region  confefTed  the  happy  influ- 
ences of  the  deity,  and  charmed  in  all  the  geniaj 
foftnefs  of  the  fpring. 


ON 
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Felices  ter  et 

tjhios  irrupta  tenet  cqpula  j  nee  malts 
Divulfus  querlmoniis^ 

Su^rema  citius  fofaet  amor  die. 

HOR. 

SO  ME  days  ago  I  received  an  account  of  the 
marriage  of  a  friend.  When  an  occurrence 
of  this  nature  cafts  up,  the  mind  is  infenfibly  be- 
trayed into  little  animadverfions  on  fuch  a  fub- 
ject.  This  was  particularly  my  cafe  the  night 
after  I  had  heard  of  the  nuptials.  For,  after 
having  mufed  a  while,  I  fell  into  an  eafy  flum- 
ber,  when  fancy  prefented  to  my  view  a  fpacious 
temple,  confecrated  to  Hymen,  the  god  of  mar- 
riage. 

At  a  little  diftance  from  me  I  obferved  a  giddy 
crowd  of  both  fexes,  who  were  making  to  the 
temple,  in  order  to  celebrate  with  each  other  the 
ceremony  of  the  god.  There  was  fhuffled  in 
among  them  a  daemon,  whofe  form  was  fo  pecu- 
liar, and  whofe  fway  over  the  multitude  fo  uni- 
verfal,  that  I  {hall  here  give  my  reader  a  defcrip- 
pon  of  him, 

The 
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The  name  of  this  fury  was  Luft.  In  the  up* 
per  part  of  his  body  he  carried  the  likenefs  of  a 
human  figure ;  from  his  middle  downwards  he 
bore  the  refemblance  of  a  goat :  his  eyes  were 
turgid,  iparkling,  and  inflamed ;  his  complexion 
was  very  irregular,  attended  with  fudden  tranfi- 
tions  from  a  fanguine  red  to  a  livid  palenefs;  his 
whole  fyftem  was  frequently  agitated  with  vio- 
lence by  the  impetuoflty  of  ungoverned  paf- 
fion.  His  immediate  follower  was  Diftafte,  with 
a  fickly  countenance  and  fupercilious  eye.  The 
next,  Remorfe,  with  a  hat  flapped  over  his  face,  and 
a  worm  gnawing  his  vitals.  I  was  greatly  (hocked 
at  thofe  monftrous  appearances  j  and  the  more  fo, 
when  I  obferved  how  readily  my  fellow  creatures 
gave  into  the  hateful  fuggeftions  of  the  daemon. 
But  my  furprife  was  abated  on  a  nearer  approach  ; 
for  I  difcovered  that  his  breath  was  of  fuch  a  ma- 
lignant influence,  as  to  intoxicate,  and  deprive  of 
reafon,  all  thofe  unhappy  perfons,  who  had  ad- 
vanced within  the  reach  of  its  contagion. 

I  was  in  fo  great  a  confternation  at  what  I  had 
feen,  that  I  hefitated  for  a  while  whether  I  fhould 
enter  into  converfation  with  thofe  blithe  adven- 
turers, who  had  declared  thcmfelves  to  be  votaries 
of  the  temple.  In  the  midft  of  my  fufp:nfe,  there 
came  towards  us  a  grave  old  gentleman,  of  a 
fteady  and  compofed  afpeet,  whofe  name  was 

Thought. 
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Thought.  He  was  one  of  the  principal  agents 
belonging  to  the  fan&uary ;  and  fo  high  in  the 
god's  efteem,  that  Hymen  was  never,  or. but  rare- 
ly, known  to  give  his  benediction,  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  ceremony,  to  any  couple,  who  had  not 
been  ufhered  into  his  prefence  by  this  vene- 
rable officer.  Upon  his  joining  the  company,  to 
the  majority  of  whom  I  found  he  was  a  perfect 
ftranger,  there  were  exprefled  an  univerfal  uneail- 
nefs  and  difcontentj  and  many  of  them  induftri- 
oufly  avoided  all  converfation  with  him.  But  it 
is  remarkable,  that  all  thofe  who  had  thus  impru- 
dently turned  their  backs  upon  him,  were  laid  hold 
of,  in  their  return  from  the  temple,  by  one  or 
both  of  the  melancholy  attendants  of  the  daemon. 

Hymen  now  appeared,  marching  with  great 
dignity  and  ftate.  The  firlr.  in  the  proceflion  was 
Love,  in  the  form  of  a  Cupid,  who  was  continu- 
ally pra&ifing  a  thoufand  little  arts  and  graces  to 
draw  upon  him  the  fmiles  of  the  god ;  and,  by 
the  tender  regards  which  he  manifefted  to  the 
child,  it  was  plain  that  he  was  a  great  fa- 
vourite. 

Hymen  followed,  holding  in  his  hand  a  flam- 
ing torch,  which  fhone  with  the  brighter  lufcre 
the  longer  it  burned.     He  was  fupported  by  Vir- 
tue, a  lady  of  the  moft  engaging    mien 
ever  beheld.     She  was  cloathed  with  a  white  rc- 

fulgertf 
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fulgent  garment,  having  her  head  encircled  with 
glory. 

The  next  attendant  was  Beauty,  arrayed  in 
the  moft  gorgeous  apparel,  and  full  of  herfelf  al- 
mofr.  to  diftracl.'on.  She  was  handed  along  by 
Youth,  a  gay  {tripling,  wearing  a  chaplet  of 
flowers  upon  his  head,  and  wings  on  his 
flioulders. 

Then  was  difcovered  to  view  Money,  an  old 
man,  meanly  attired.  His  eyes  were  the  eyes  of 
a  hawk,  and  the  nails  of  his  fingers  were  curved, 
pointing  inwards  like  the  talons  of  a  raven.  He 
was  noify,  impudent,  and  prefuming. 

The  retinue  was  brought  up  by  Fancy,  a  lady 
ever  varying  her  features  and  her  drefs ;  and,  what 
methought  was  very  extraordinary,  fhe  charmed 
under  every  appearance. 

The  deity,  immediately  on  his  entrance  into 
the  temple,  afcended  his  throne,  and  fat  with 
his  head  gently  reclined  on  Virtue's  bofom.  Love 
and  Beauty  took  their  {rations  on  the  right  hand ; 
and  on  the  left  were  difpofed  Money  and  Fancy. 

The  god  quickly  proceeded  to  the  celebration 
of  the  nuptidl  rites ;  but  there  was  fuch  a  con- 
futed found  of  fighs  and  laughter,  that  I  could  not 
give  the  attention  which  was  requifite,  in  order 
to  furnifh  an  account  of  the  feveral  circumftances 
which  occurred.  I  noticed  only,  that  many  of 

the 
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the  matches  were  very  unequal;  infomuch,  that 
Hymen  joined  the  refpeclrive  couples  with  reluc- 
tance, and  but  half  confented  to  his  own  infti- 
tution. 

After  the  ceremony  was  over,  filence  was  pro- 
claimed in  the  temple,  for  the  god  was  deter- 
mined to  decide  a  conteft,  which  had  been  of 
long  (landing  between  the  perfonages  who  attend- 
ed about  the  altar.  Upon  this  declaration  the 
multitude  divided ;  and,  according  to  the  various 
impulfes  of  their  pa/lions^  they  took  the  reipec- 
tive  parts  of  the  feveral  competitors.  The  young 
ranked  themfelves  on  the  right  fide  of  the  throne ; 
while  thofe  of  more  advanced  years  pofted  them- 
felves behind  the  difputants  on  the  left. 

Love  began  with  entering  a  Complaint  againrl 
Money,  fetting  forth  that  his  antagonift  had  fe- 
duced  fuch  large  numbers  to  his  party,  that  as  to 
himfelf  his  intereft  vifibly  declined  every  day, 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  that  ftate,  in  which  the 
god  had  always  defigned  him  the  pre-eminence. 
While  he  was  purfuing  his  argument  with  great 
warmth,  Poverty  ftepped  out  from  amidft  the 
crowd,  and  flared  the  young  plaintiff  full  in  the 
face  j  who  was  fo  frightened  at  his  rueful  counte- 
nance, that  he  fluttered  his  pinions  in  order  for 
flight.  At  which  period  Money  rofe  up,  and  ad- 
drefled  the  judge,,  with  (hewing  the  necefiity  of 

his 
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his  prefence  for  making  the  married  ftate  as  re- 
plete with  happinefs,  as  it  was  originally  intended 
by  its  inftitutor ;  with  other  arguments,  which, 
if  they  had  been  delivered  with  the  fame  modefty 
as  force,  could  not  have  failed  to  create  many 
converts  to  his  fide.  This  his  fpeech  was  fol- 
lowed with  a  thunder  of  applaufe  from  the  com- 
pany behind  him.  Upon  which  incident  the  old 
man  began  to  triumph,  and  re-inforce  his  alle- 
gations ;  when  in  the  violence  of  his  emotions 
his  coat  flew  open,  and  betrayed  to  fight  Cares, 
in  the  form  of  ferpents,  hanging  at  his  breatt. 
Hereupon  Love  itood  up,  and  would  fain  have 
re-aiTumed  his  caufe.  But  Hymen,  who  well 
knew  the  importance  of  their  joint  prefence  to 
render  matrimonial  life  comfortable,  ended  the 
controverfy,  by  propofing  the  union  of  their 
families;  to  which  propofition  they  chearfully 
accorded.  No  fooner  were  their  hands  joined, 
as  the  fignal  of  their  acceding  to  the  terms  of  the 
god,  than  Love  immediately  lighted  up  new 
fmiles  in  his  face,  and  appeared  infinitely  more 
engaging  than  before.  Yet  the  more  furprifing 
change  was  wrought  upon  Money,  whofe  talons 
fell  off  like  fcales  from  his  fingers ;  his  eyes  loft 
all  their  former  rapacious  avidity  j  and  the  harfh 
lineaments  of  his  countenance  at  once  foftened 
into  all  the  fvveetnefc  of  humanity.  Love  ap- 
5  preached, 
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proached,   and   gently    ftroking  the    old    man's 
bofom,  ftilled  the  hitting  of  the  ferpents,  and  af- 
fuaged    the  feverity  of  his   pain.     The    conteft 
being    thus  amicably  adjufted,  Beauty  next  ad- 
vanced, and,  after  many  airs  of  affectation,  put  on 
a  languifhing  look,   and    lifped    out  a    mournful 
accufation   againft    Money    (as  Love  had    done 
before)  intimating  alfo  his  ufurpation  over  her, 
and  the  like.     Scarcely  had  fhe  uttered  three  fen- 
tences  before   there  made  towards  her  a  grifly 
wight.     His  hair  was  covered  with  a  hoar-froft, 
his  face  plowed  with  furrows,  and  from  his  eyes 
there   diftilled    a    fcalding   rheum.      When    the 
young  lady  thus  faw  Age  hobbling  towards  her, 
fhe  appeared  in  all  the  agonies  of  thought,  the 
rofes  left   her  cheeks,  and  fhe  funk  down  in  a 
fwoon.     Hymen  underftanding  the  temper  of  the 
girl,  that  fhe  was  proud  and  imperious,  fond  of 
governing,   but  at   the  fame   time   incapable  of 
ruling   with  propriety,    diverted  her    of  a  large 
fhare  of  power,  by  difpofing  of  her  frontier  towns 
to  Fancy ;  who  now  acl:s  with  unlimited  autho- 
rity, nor  admits  any  perfon  to  pay  his  addrefles 
to  the  gay  virgin,  without  a  prior  interview  with 
herfelf. 
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£h>anquam   animus   meminijj'e   horret. 

VlRC. 

WHEN  a  man  narrowly  fcrutinifes  into 
his  own  heart,  how  little  fatisfaction 
arifes  from  fuch  an  infpe&ion !  His  goodnefs 
many  times  extends  no  further  than  to  languid 
and  impotent  refolutions ;  whence  he  hath  the 
mortification  to  fee,  that  his  virtue  is  daily  pe- 
rifhing  in  its  bloflbmsj  while  vice  deeply  roots 
itfelf  in  the  corruption  of  his  nature,  derives  addi- 
tional ftrength  from  the  luxuriance  of  the  foil, 
and  is  hourly  making  bold  advances  to  maturity. 
At  the  fame  time  that  prepofleflions  and  prejudices 
enthral  his  mind,  they  likewife  enervate  the  powers 
,of  exertion,  and  thereby  preclude  to  the  captive 
all  profpeft  of  enlargement.  Paflions  are  clamo- 
rous, temptations  are  numerous,  and  reafon  too 
frequently  is  of  infuificient  force  te  filence  the 

former, 
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former,  and  to  repel  the  latter.  Thus  his  breaft 
refembles  a  chaos^  where  difcord,  darknefs,  and 
corifufion  maintain  their  empire,  and  triumph 
over  the  bo'afted  authority  of  man.  Difappointed 
and  difpleafed  with  the  picture  which  his  own  bo- 
fom  exhibits  of  himfelf,  he  is  naturally  led  to  en- 
quire into  the  caufe  of  this  involuntary  deformity. 
Some  writers  have  endeavoured  to  folve  all  diffi- 
culties, by  affirming,  that  the  creation  of  fuch  a 
ftrange  compound  as  man  was  neceflary,  to  pre- 
ferve  a  due  fcale  and  gradation  of  beings.  Others 
afcribe  all  our  errors  and  defects  to  the  Fall,  and 
thereby  impute  to  the  firft  parents  of  mankind 
the  moral  evil  difcoverable  in  the  fpecies.  But, 
withdut  entering  upon  a  difcuflion  of  thefe  fub- 
jects,  I  would  obferve,  that  the  human  mind,  in 
its  prefent  ftate,  wears  the  appearance  of  an  ancient 
fuperb  ftructure,  which  hath  formerly  been  in- 
jured and  defaced  by  hoftile  injury.  There 
ftill  remain  ftrong  marks  of  its  primitive  gran- 
deur, although  feveral  of  its  nobleft  apartments 
are  fo  mifcrably  maimed  and  neglected,  that  they 
are  now  become,  as  it  were,  "  an  heritage  for 
"  the  dragons  of  the  wildernefs." 

It  is  a  common  obfervation,  that  neither  the 
beft  of  men  are  exempted  from  faults  and  follies, 
nor  the  word  altogether  deftitute  of  worth  and 
virtue  j  but  fometimes  there  is  fuch  a  mixture  of 

VOL.  H.  L  good 
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good  and  bad  qualities,  fo  great  a  contrariety  both 
of  fentiment  and  conduct  in  the  fame  individual, 
that  when  we  ourfelves  fit  upon  the  trial  of  fuch 
a  character,  we  are  even  conftrained  to  fufpend 
our  fentence;  and  our  judgment  is  not  only  em- 
barraffed  by  the  interfperfion  of  flighter  crimes, 
but  it  is  alfo  frequently  perplexed  and  obftructed  in 
its  decifions,  when  actions  of  the  blackeft  turpi- 
tude have  been  perpetrated  by  men  whofe  general 
behaviour  hash  correfponded  to  the  ftricteft  rules 
of  virtue  and  benevolence.  Hiftory,  facred  and 
profane,  furnimes  us  with  ftriking  inftances  of 
the  brighteft  excellencies,  and  the  fouleft  ble- 
mifhes,  concentered  in  the  fame  perfon.  Often- 
times that  predominant  paflion,  which  conftitutes 
the  very  heroifm  of  goodnefs,  fhall  aggravate 
every  feature  of  vice,  if  once  it  be  enlifted  under 
the  banner  of  wickednefs.  That  natural  warmth 
of  St.  Peter's  temper,  which  rendered  his  zeal 
for  his  injured  mafter  fo  confpicuous,  betrayed 
him  into  the  moft  horrid  oaths  and  execrations. 
But  there  is  no  neceflity  of  a  recourfe  to  fuch 
diftant  examples;  we  {hall  find  fufficient  fcope 
for  reflection  upon  topics  of  this  nature  amidfl 
the  occurrences  of  our  own  times.  Nor  will  the 
iubfequent  ftory  be  a  bad  comment  upon  the 
hints  already  advanced,  or  too  faint  an  illuftration 
of  the  deplorable  confequences  which  now  and 
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then  follow  upon  an  unlimited  indulgence  even  of 
the  beft  of  human  paffions. 

An  inn-keeper,  at  a  town  in  Normandy,  had 
eight  children  His  wife,  whom  he  loved  with 
the  utmoft  tendernefs,  died  of  a  fever,  after  four- 
teen years  cohabitation.  He  was  inconfolable 
for  a  while ;  but  at  length  he  emerged  from  his 
grief,  and  transferred  all  his  affection  to  the  fruits 
of  his  marriage-bed.  The  income  arifing  from 
the  profits  of  his  bufmefs  was  an  incompetent 
maintenance  for  his  family.  Hence  feveral  of  his 
fons  and  daughters,  when  they  had  attained  to  pro- 
per age,  quitted  their  father's  houfe,  and  entered 
into  fervitude.  So  ftrong  was  the  Inn-holder's 
attachment  to  his  children,  that  he  regarded  their 
departure  in  the  light  of  a  temporary  banifhment. 
However,  there  yet  remained  at  home  his  eldeil 
and  his  youngeft  fon,  who  praclifed  every  filial 
duty,  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  his  abfent  com- 
forts. Prior  to  this  period,  commenced  a  war  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain  j  in  the  progrefs 
whereof  the  French  compelled  into  their  fervice  a 
multitude  of  young  fellows,  who  were  averfe  to  the 
profeffion  of  arms.  It  unhappily  fell  out*  that  the 
Inn-keeper's  youngeft  boy,  a  lad  about  fixteen 
years  of  age,  was  feized  upon  by  a  recruiting 
party,  and  hurried  into  Flanders.  The  diftrefs 
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of  the  poor  Inn-keeper  at  this  melancholy  incident, 
would  probably  have  been  infupportable,  if  his 
brother,  who  was  the  minifter  of  the  parifh,  had 
not  ufed  every  argument,  which  reafon  and  reli- 
gion fuggefted,  to  alleviate  the  pangs  of  the  be- 
reaved parent.  But  although  a  courfe  of  time 
had  affuaged  the  feverity  of  his  fufferings,  yet 
his  forrows  were  occafionalty  quickened  by  the  pi- 
teous tales  the  youth  tranfmitted  to  him,  of  the 
many  hardfliips  he  underwent  abroad  ;  by  repeated 
applications  of  this  neceilitous  fon  for  money,- 
and  by  the  inability  of  the  father  to  gratify  the 
preffing  requefts  of  a  ftarving  child. 

After  fome  years  were  elapfed,  there  rode  an 
officer  into  the  yard  of  the  inn,  who,  alighting 
from  his  horfe,  called  aloud  for  the  Landlord.  The 
mafter  of  the  houfe,  obferving  that  his  gueft,  by 
his  apparel,  was  a  man  of  rank,  approached  him 
with  deference  ;  at  which  time  the  Officer,  fixing 
his  eyes  fteadfaftly  upon  his  hoft,  acquainted  him-j 
that  he  was  juft  then  arrived  from  Tournay,  and 
had  been  defired  to  inform  him  of  his  fon's  health. 
The  Landlord's  fond  heart  bounded  at  the  mention 
of  a  perfon  fo  exceedingly  dear  to  him,  and  he  was 
urgent  with  the  gentleman  to  perpetuate  his  con- 
verfation  upon  this  engaging  theme.  But  the 
Soldier  replied,  that  he  was  neceffitated  to  pay  a- 
few  vifits  in  the  town,  and  would  take  a  more  fa- 
vourable 
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vourahle  opportunity  to  fatisfy  every  enquiry  of 
his  hoft. 

About  ten  o'clock  at  night  the  gentleman 
returned  to  his  inn,  and  told  the  Landlord,  that 
he  had  invited  feveral  friends  to  dinner  the  next 
day ;  wherefore  he  directed  a  plentiful  and  elegant 
entertainment  to  be  provided.  At  this  protracted 
flay  of  his  gueft,  the  Inn-holder  fecretly  rejoiced, 
hoping  thereby  to  hear  many  particulars  about  his 
boy  in  the  Netherlands.  The  Officer  complain- 
ing of  fatigue,  and  defiring  to  be  conducted  to  his 
bedchamber,  the  man  of  the  houfe  catched  up  a 
candle,  and  lighted  him  to  his  apartment,  Np 
fooner  were  they  both  entered,  than  the  gentle- 
man drew  a  purfe  of  gold  from  his  pockety  and 
gave  it  to  the  Landlord,  with  a  charge  to  take 
care  of  fo  valuable  a  depoflt.  Then,  wifhing 
him  a  good  night,  and,,  reminding  him  of  the 
morrow's  engagements,  he  fiiut  the  door,  and 
haftened  into  bed. 

The  following  day  the  Abbe  called  upon  his 
brother,  and,  with  great  complacency  in  his  coun- 
tenance, enquired  after  the  Officer's  health.  The 
Inn-keeper  told  him,  that  the  Officer  was  well, 
and  had  fet  out  early  in  the  morning  on  his  return 
to  the  army.  "  It  is  impoflible,"  replied  the 
Abbe,  with  a  fmile ;  "  that  very  Officer  will  moft 
*<  afluredly  dine  with  you  to-day,  and  give  fuch 
L  3  "an 
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K  an  account  of  your  fon,  as  muft  be  productive 
"  to  you  of  a  degree  of  joy,  very  little  inferior 
"  to  rapture.'*  The  Landlord  was  aftonifhed  at 
thefe  ^yfterious  words,  and  alked  his  brother,  if 
he  was  formerly  acquainted  with  the  gentleman  ? 
To  whieh  the  clergyman  made  anfwer  in  the  af- 
firmative. "  Who  is  he  ?"  faid  the  Inn-keeper, 
with  great  emotion.  "  The  whole  fecret,"  re- 
turned the  Abbe,  u  fliall  be  revealed  to  you  at 
*c  dinner."  Hereupon  the  Inn-holder  appeared 
extremely  agitated,  and  peremptorily  aflerted  the 
departure  of  his  gueft  at  break  of  day.  "  Indeed 
«  it  cannot  be  fo,"  replied  the  Prieft.  "  There 
u  is  a  happinefs  in  referve  for  you,  my  dear  bro- 
**  ther,  which  my  heart  ftruggles  to  difclofej 
"  but  the  obligations  I  am  under  of  fecrecy  will 
*c  not  permit  me  to  unfold  this  interefting  rid- 
«  die." 

The  mafter  of  the  inn,  whofe  face  abundantly 
befpoke  the  perturbations  of  his  breaft,  flared  upon 
the  Minifter  with  a  peculiar  wildnefs  in  his  eyes, 
and  feemed  entirely  deprived  of  ajl  power  of  ut- 
terance. «  Ah !  my  brother,"  cried  the  Abbe, 
"  this  is  too,  too  much  ! — I  cannot  any  longer 
«  keep  you  in  this  painful  ftate  of  fufpence.  I 
"  befeech  you  to  recoiled  the  features  of  the 
"  military  gentleman.  Pray  tell  me,  if  you  can- 
"  not  trace  out  the  lineaments  of  your  darling 

«  fon, 
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a  fon,  under  the  badge  of  diftinguiftied  merit  ?" 
This  eclairciflement  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to 
the  Landlord,  who  turned  pale,  trembled  in 
every  joint,  and  immediately  funk  down  in  a 
fwoon.  The  aged  Churchman  blamed  himfelf 
for  the  temerity  of  his  proceedings,  and  wiflied,  a 
thoufand  times,  that  he  had  fupprefied  this  affect- 
ing part  of  his  narrative.  But,  fmce  he  could 
not  retract  his  ftory,  he  cherifhed  hopes,  that  a 
fuller  explanation  of  every  circumftance  might 
deliver  his  brother's  mind  from  this  diffraction  of 
contending  paffions  ;  wherefore,  when  the  un- 
happy man  was  recovered  from  his  fits,  the  Mi- 
nifter  tenderly  entreated  him  to  compofe  the 
turbulence  of  his  thoughts  ;  and  further  informed 
him,  that  his  fon,  by  a  late  fignal  difplay  of  valour, 
had  been  rewarded  with  a  hundred  louis-d'ors, 
and  a  lieutenancy — That  the  dear  youth,  noticing 
the  officious  affiduity  of  his  father,  prefently  in- 
ferred, from  thence,  his  parent's  ignorance  of  him, 
now  difguifed,  as  it  were,  by  his  improved  ftature, 
and  the  fuperiority  of  his  attire — That,  pleafed 
with  this  uncommon  adventure,  he  had  apprized 
his  friends  thereof,  and  appointed  them  to  dine 
with  him,  that  they  might  (hare  the  joys  of  the 
family,  upon  his  difcovery  of  himfelf — To  all  which 
the  Abbe  fubjoined,  that  this  worthy  and  amiable 
child  had  brought  his  indigent  father  a  purfe  of 
L  4  money, 
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money,  to  obviate  his  prefent  neceffities,  and  tq 
prevent  future  anxieties. 

Scarce  had  the  uncle  mentioned  this  fuperla- 
tive  inftance  of  filial  goodnefs,  before  the  Inn- 
keeper dropped  to  the  ground,  writhed  with  vio- 
lent convulfions ;  while  the  Ecclefiaftic  looked 
with  inconceivable  furprife  upon  the  fervants,  who 
flood  fpeechlefs  round  their  feemingly  dying 
mafter.  Amid  thefe  fcenes  of  confufion  the  maid 
recollected,  that  there  was  a  vial  of  hartfhorn 
drops  in  a  clofet  pertaining  to  the  bedchamber 
where  the  officer  had  lain  the  preceding  night. 
As  (he  was  haftening  up  flairs  for  the  medicine, 
ihe  was  purfued  by  the  Minifter,  who  endeavoured 
to  arreft  her  in  her  flight,  that  he  might  learn 
from  her,  if  it  were  poffible,  the  true  caufe  of  all 
thefe  ftrange  and  formidable  occurrences. 

With  thoughts  more  difturbed  and  embroiled 
than  the  ftormy  deep,  he  entered  the  chamber ; 
where,  finding  that  his  ftrength  and  fpirits  were 
haftily  departing  from  him,  he  threw  himfelf 
upon  a  couch,  which  was  accidentally  at  hand. 
After  he  had  continued  a  few  minutes  in  this 
fainting  ftate,  he  opened  his  eyes,  and  thought 
that  he  faw  fomething  like  a  human  form  lying 
under  the  bed. 

The  figure  powerfully  attracted  his  fight  for  a 
while.  But  when  the  Abbe  had  gazed  long  enough 

to 
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to  afcertain  the  reality  of  the  object,  he  ftarted 
up  from  his  recumbent  pofture,  and,  collecting 
all  his  fluttered  powers  into  one  effort,  eagerly 
dragged  the  body  from  its  concealment.  To  his 
inexpreffible  confirmation,  horror,  and  anguifh, 
the  mangled  corpfe  proved  to  be  the  remains  of 
the  military  ftranger.  The  pious  clergyman,  pe- 
netrated through  his  very  foul  at  this  fhocking 
fpectacle,  fetched  a  deep  groan,  and  inftantly  fell 
dead  upon  his  murdered  nephew, 

By  this  time  the  Inn-keeper  was  reftored  from 
thofe  dreadful  contortions  which  had  threatened 
his  fpeedy  diilblution.  Raifing  himfelf  out  of  the 
chair  in  which  his  dpmeftics  had  feated  him,  he 
defired  to  be  taken  before  a  magiflrate,  to  whom 
he  confefled  every  particular  of  this  bloody  tra^ 
gedy,  Jt  feemed  that  the  eldeft  fon  was  the  firfl 
>vho  propofed  the  deliru6tion  of  the  Officer.  The 
father  heard  the  overture  with  deteitationj  but  the 
young  man,  having  bound  himfelf  in  a  joint 
bond  with  his  father  for  the  payment  of  a  large 
fum  of  money,  and  hourly  expecting  his  parent 
and  himfelf  to  be  thrown  into  a  jail,  urged  the 
neceffity  of  making  the  Soldier's  purfe  their  own 
property,  as  the  only  expedient  to  fecure  them- 
felves  from  the  mifery  of  confinement.  The 
father  warmly  remonftrated  againit  fuch  impious 
meafuresj  and  likewife  obferved,  that  the  guilt 

thereof 


154     HISTORY  OF  AN  INN-KEEPER. 

thereof  would  be  highly  inflamed  by  the  confi- 
dence which  his  gueft  had  repofed  in  him.  The 
Ton  intimated  that  he  thought  it  cruel  ufage  to  be 
made  fubjecl:  to  the  penalties  of  a  bond,  for  which 
he  had  received  no  pecuniary  confideration ;  and 
which  he  had  entered  into,  upon  no  other  motive, 
than  the  prefervation  of  his  father  from  the  re- 
fentment  of  his  creditors.  The  parent  bewailed 
their  complicated  misfortunes;  but  perfifted  in 
fuffering  the  utmoft  extremities,  rather  than  em- 
brue  their  hands  in  blood.  When  the  young  fel- 
low noticed,  that  his  arguments  made  no  impref- 
fion,  he  then  artfully  enumerated  the  fore  afflic- 
tions which  his  youngeft  brother  endured  in 
Flanders,  from  cold,  penury,  and  toil.  Nor  did 
he  fail  to  infmuate,  that  now  an  occafion  pre- 
fented  itfelf  of  fuccouring  the  wretched  youth, 
who  was  daily  furrounded  with  famine,  difeafe, 
and  death.  The  pitiable  father  burft  into  a  tor- 
rent of  tears,  and  haftily  faid,  "  Whatever  we  are 
4<  to  do,  let  us  do  it  immediately." 

Thus  the  poor  lacerated  heart,  although  it  had 
refolutely  maintained  its  ground  againft  the  pierc- 
'  ing  felicitations  of  want,  the  approaching  terrors 
of  a  prifon,  and  the  importunate  clamours  of  an 
undone  child,  neverthelefs  fell  a  fudden  facrifice 
to  the  inordinate  tranfports  of  parental  affection. 

"''-  ON 
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£)uid  pure  tranqutilet.  HOR. 

ALTHOUGH  many  and  various  are  the 
purfuits  of 'mankind  after  happinefs,  yet  the 
greateft  felicity  is  a  conftant  fenfe  of  the  divine 
favour.  The  pleafures  which  arife  to  the  mind 
from  a  pre-eminence  of  birth,  ftation,  and  for- 
tune are  of  a  foreign  and  extrinfic  nature.  Hence 
we  daily  fee  multitudes  pofTefTed  of  thefe  benefits, 
who  are  utter  ft  rangers  to  folid  and  permanent 
fatisfa&ions.  But  the  good  man,  however  defti- 
tute  of  thofe  incidental  advantages,  hath  never- 
thelefs  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  comfort  within 
himfelf.  When  he  quits  the  crowd,  and  defcends 
into  his  breaft,  he  is  fure  of  meeting  with  the 
beft  of  company  there — God,  and  his  own  heart : 
while  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  integrity,  and  the 
approbation  of  his  Maker,  furnifh  him  with  a  per- 
petual feaft. 

Here,  methinks,  we  cannot  but  paufe  a  while, 
to  reflect  with  gratitude  upon  the  beneficence  of 
our  Creator,  who  hath  thus,  as  it  were,  annihi- 
lated all  invidious  diftinclions  among  mankind; 
and  either  hath  placed  the  defendants  of  Adam 
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upon  a  level  in  point  of  happinefs,  or  lodged  the 
means  thereof  within  the  reach  of  every  man.  It 
is  not  in  the  power  of  every  individual  to  fee 
rich  and  great  in  the  world ;  but  it  is  much  in 
the  power  of  every  individual  to  attain  a  happi- 
nefs infinitely  fuperior  to  the  joys  which  wealth 
#nd  grandeur  can  beftow.  Wherefore,  let  not 
the  poor  cottager  complain,  that  all  his  labour  is 
expended  upon  procuring  to  himfelf  nothing  more 
than  the  mere  neceflaries  of  life.  Such  flender 
acquifitions  are  truly  valuable  and  weighty,  upon 
condition  that  he  improves  his  exiftence  to  thofe 
purpofes  for  which  it  was  gracioufly  given  to  him. 
If  the  indigent  part  of  the  fpecies  did  but  carefully 
confider,  that  to  be  good  is  to  be  happy ;  and  that 
virtue  and  religion  are  accommodated  to  every 
fituation  and  capacity,  they  would  fee  abundant 
caufe  for  thankfulnefs,  even  amid  thofe  fcenes  of 
fervitude  and  toil,  which  now,  perhaps,  occafion 
envy,  difcontent,  and  murmur. 

Ttat  frequent  intercourfes  with  the  Supreme 
Being  conftitute  the  utmoft  happinefs  of  man,  is  a 
propofition  which  ftands  in  no  need  of  proof  from 
philofophical  inquiries,  refined  argumentations, 
and  laboured  inferences.  A  very  reftri&ed  un- 
derftanding  can  comprehend  this  important  truth, 
An  arrant  peafanr,  without  previous  information, 
is  fully  awajre  of  the  vaft  emoluments  which  ac- 
crue 
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cfue  from  an  intimacy  with  an  earthly  monarch. 
What  then  muft  be  thofe  exalted  privileges,  which 
redound  from  the  favour  and  friendfhip  of  the  Al- 
mighty Sovereign  of  the  univerfe  ! 

But  I  (hall  clofe  this  fubje&  with  the  opinion 
cf  the  royal  Pfalmift  upon  it ;  who  difcovers  the 
high  fenfe  he  entertained  of  the  divine  prefence, 
by  that  bitternefs,  with  which  he  bewails  the  in- 
terruption of  it  ** 


ON  THE  FORTY-SECOND  PSALM. 
£>UQ  te  cccleftis  Sapientia  ducerety  ires.         HOR. 

IN  a  late  paper  I  obferved,  that  the  highef? 
happinefs  of  intellectual  creatures  confifted 
in  a  perpetual  intercourfe  with  Almighty  God. 
But,  to  prevent  miftakes,  it  may  be  incumbent 
upon  us  to  enquire,  what  is  the  genuine  teft  and 
proof  of  this  divine  communion.      Our  blefled 
Saviour  hath  refqlved  this  important  queftion— * 
"  Ye  are  my  difciples,  if  ye  do  whatfoever  I  com- 
*c  mand  you/'     And  again,  "  If  a  man  love  me, 
"  he  will  keep  my  word,  and  my  father  will  love 
"  him,  and  we  will  come  and  make  our  abode 
'**  with   him."     Whence  it  follows,   that  if  our 
*  See  a  verfion  of  the  i3th  Pfaloi,  inferted  among  the 
Poetry,  in  vol.  i,  p.  113. 

adtionc 
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a&ions  be  not  fuitable  to  the  laws  of  God,,  all 
our  pretences,  warmth,  and  tranfports,  are  no 
better  than  the  artifices  of  hypocrify,  the  impo- 
fitions  of  fanaticifm,  or  the  delufions  of  the 
grand  enemy  of  mankind. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  are  not  to  be  difcou- 
raged  at  incidental  abfences,  and  dejections  of  fpi- 
rits,  when  we  are  engaged  in  facred  duties. 

Man  is  a  compofition  of  foul  and  body ;  and, 
during  their  union  here,  the  former  will  be  often 
interrupted  in  her  religious  performances  by  the 
difeafes  and  imperfections  of  her  aflbciate. 

Inattention,  languors,  and  dejections,  many 
times  proceed  from  a  temporary  indifpofition  of 
the  animal  ceconomy.  A  relaxation  of  the  ner- 
vous fyftem,  an  inequality  in  the  circulation  of 
the  blood,  and  more  efpecially  a  depravity  of  the 
juices  (as  the  phyficians  term  it)  will  have  a 
powerful  and  furprifing  influence  upon  the  men- 
tal faculties.  I  fpeak  this  in  pity  to  multitudes ; 
becaufe  I  daily  fee  pious  and  worthy  perfons  af- 
flicting themfelves  beyond  meafure,  through  the 
ignorance  of  this  weighty  truth.  Befides,  they 
would  do  well  to  recollect  thofe  gracious  allow- 
ances, which  our  compafiionate  Saviour  hath 
made  upon  record,  for  the  omiflions,  frailties, 
and  defaults  of  human  nature.  Even  his  difcipiesy 
\vho  accompanied  him  into  the  garden  the  night 

preceding 
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preceding  his  crucifixion,  could  not  reprefs  unfea- 
fonable  (lumbers.  It  is  alfo  very  obfervable,  that 
the  mild  reprehenfions  of  our  Lord  upon  this 
occafion,  fuggefted  at  the  fame  time  a  tender  apo-r 
logy  for  their  mifbehaviour. 

Prayer  and  meditation  have  a  direcl:  tendency 
to  keep  open  the  communication  between  the  Su- 
preme Being  and  the  foul  of  man.  But  the  pub- 
lic worfhip  of  God  hath  the  pofitive  promife  of 
his  more  immediate  prefence.  What  then  fhall 
we  fay  to  thofe,  who  ufe  a  thoufand  little  pitiful 
fubterfuges  to  juftify  their  ab fence  from  the  houfe 
of  prayer  ?  I  had  lately  an  opportunity  of  intro- 
ducing the  fentiments  and  example  of  the  royal 
Pfalmift.  With  my  reader's  permiflion,  I  will 
recommend  to  him  another  of  David's  compofi- 
tions,  where  he  will  find  this  fubje£i  remarkably 
illuftrated.  I  mean  the  forty-fecond  Pfalm  j  in 
the  beginning  whereof  the  author  appears  mightily 
felicitous  to  exprefs  the  vehemence  of  his  defirtr 
to  approach  again  the  ordinances  of  the  fanclu- 
ary.  The  allufion,  there  mentioned,  is  of  ftrong- 
er  import  than  what,  perhaps,  is  generally  ima- 
gined. It  may  be  neceiTary  to  notice,  that  when 
a  deer  is  clofely  purfued  by  the  hunters,  he  takes 
foil,  as  it  is  called,  that  is,  he  fpeeds  into  the 
water.  This  is  commonly  his  dernier  refort ; 
wherefore  he  makes  the  moft  powerful  effort  to 

accomplifl* 
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accomplifli  his  purpofes.  During  fuch  refolutior^ 
the  natural  timidity  of  his  temper  yields  to  a  fud- 
den  ferocity^  which  would  very  much  endanger 
man  or '  horfe,  that  accidentally  obftru&ed  his 
courfe. 

In  the  next  place,  the  Pfalmift  pathetically  de- 
notes the  feverity  of  his  forrows,  while  the  Pa- 
gans upbraid  him  with  the  inutility  of  his  faith 
and  confidence  in  the  true  God.  But,  con- 
fcious  of  the  fuperiority  of  his  religion,  he  in- 
ftances  to  himfelf  that  happinefs,  which  refulted 
from  his  attendance  upon  the  public  worfhip ;  and 
takes  occafion,  from  thofe  prior  comforts,  to  hold 
up  his  foul  under  prefent  fufferings  ;  more  parti- 
cularly under  his  fore  djftrefs  of  banifhment  from 
the  temple  of  God<  He  not  only  expoflu- 
lates  with  his  own  heart  for  its  diffidence  and 
fears;  but  he  even  reproaches  his  Ureaft  for  its 
inquietude  and  defpondence ;  becaufe  at  that  very 
period  he  experienced  the  fenfe  of  God's  favour. 

He  likewife  calls  to  mind  paft  mercies,  and  the 
fignal  deliverances  which  God  had  wrought  for 
him,  at  a  time  when  he  had  as  little  encourage- 
ment to  expect  the  interpofitiori  of  the  Deity,  as 
amidft  thofe  troubles  which  induced  him  to  pert 
this  pfalm.  Then  he  concludes  with  a  finking 
repetition  of  a  former  foliloquy,  and  of  his  purpo- 
fed  reliance  upon  God  in  all  future  difficulties 

that 
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that  might  befal  him.  Thus  the  ftruggle  termi- 
nates, and  the  religious  monarch  goes  off  tri- 
umphant. 

The  paflages  which  relate  to  the  contumelious 
inveftives  of  the  heathen,  are  omitted  in  the  fub- 
fequent  verfion  *,  that  the  pfalm  may  be  more  ex* 
tcnfiyely  applicable  to  every  afflicted  individual. 

*  See  it  in  vol.  i.  page  114,  et  feq. 
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I  Notice  no  complainings  in  your  letter.  Hence 
I  hope  you  have  attained  refolution  to  pur- 
fue  your  plan  without  fluctuating.  This  unftable 
difpofition  is,  perhaps,  little  inferior  even  to  a 
ftate  of  real  pain,  mitigated  one  hour  by  falfe 
hopes,  and  exafperated  another  by  falfe  fears ; 
but  when  a  man  is  once  determined,  and  invari- 
ably purfues  the  fcheme  he  has  laid  down,  then 
follow,  as  in  a  chain,  fatisfaction,  tranquillity,  and 
happinefs. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend  j  and  number  me  among 
thefe  who  moft  efteem  and  love  you. 


AFTER  all,  dear  Defter,  this  diffatisfac- 
tion  is  very  wrong  ;  the  world  is  a  drama,  and  we 
muft  not  expect  to  be  all  heroes  and  kings- 
There  muft  be  a  fubordination  of  characters  ;  and 
if  you  and  I  are  appointed  candle-fnufFers,  we  muft 
take  care  to  execute  our  province  as  well  as  we 

can. 
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can.  I  have  faid  candle-fnuffers,  as  bearing  fome 
allufion  to  our  profeffion ;  for  you  know  we  trim 
the  wick  of  life.  Indeed  we  fometimes  fnuff  the 
candle  out,  and,  what  is  worfe,  cannot  blow  it  in 
again  when  we  have  done  it. 

"  If  I  quench  thee,  thou  flaming  minifter, 

«*  I  can  again  thy  former  light  reftore, 

«*  Should  I  repent ;  but  once  put  out  the  light  of  life, 

"  We  know  not  where  is  that  Promethean  heat 

*'  That  can  that  light  relumine  ?" 

I  know  you  have  fome  qualms  after  you  think 
you  have  fnuffed  too  clofei  but  there  are  fome 
phyficians  who  will  laugh  at  the  tendernefs  of 
your  confcience ;  for  they  regard  mankind  in  the 
grofs  as  farthing  rufli-lights  all. 


BUT  in  every  diftrefs,  let  prudence  a£u- 
ate  us ;  particularly  the  prudence  of  holding  our 
tongues  ;  yes,  and  veiling  our  countenances  too. 
I  pray  God  befriend  us,  and  then  we  (hall  not 
ftand  in  need  of  the  friendfhip  of  men* 


THE  metropolis  is  a  ftormy  ocean — co- 
vered by  a  powerful  and  numerous  enemy— Nofmall 
craft  can  poffibly  weather  out  the  firft,  nor  make 
head  againft  the  fecond.     Convoys  are  often  im- 
M  2  potent. 
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potent,  often  deceitful.  What  wife  man,  then, 
would  put  from  fliore  ? — Farewell  !  May  that  Be- 
ing whofe  wifdom  is  all-fufficient,  and  whofe 
power  is  almighty,  gracioufly  condefcend  to  di- 
rect and  defend  us  in  all  difficulties  and  dangers. 
Amen. 


WE  fhould  encourage  and  comfort  one 
another,  and  agree  in  waiting  patiently  God's 
time  to  alleviate  our  forrows,  not  forgetting  to 
embrace  every  help  that  religion  and  reafon  fug- 
geft.  When  the  ftorm  rages  at  fea,  do  the  ma- 
riners forego  their  duty,  and  leave  the  fhip  to 
drive  at  the  mercy  of  the  wind  ?  No ;  their 
courage  rifes  in  proportion  to  the  difficulties  they 
meet  with,  nor  do  they  quit  the  pump  till  they 
fink.  This  ihould  furnifh  admonitory  leflbns  to 
you  and  me  ;  for  certain  it  is,  that  a  complaining, 
defponding  temper,  unfits  us  for  every  thing,  and 
renders  our  burdens  more  galling  and  cumber- 
fome. 


MY  bed  is  often  flrewed  with  thorns  >  but 
I  muft  journey  through  life  upon  the  fame  terms 
that  many  wifer  and  better  men  than  myfelf  have 
done ;  and  muft  reflect,  with  fome  degree  of  com- 
fort, that  I  am  making  hafty  advances  to  that 

fanctuary, 
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fanctuary,  "where  the  wicked  ceafe  from  trou- 
"  bling,  and  the  weary  fhall  be  at  reft." — Oh!  my 
heart-firings,  break  not  yet,  out  of  pity  to  the 
worthier  part  of  my  family,  who  cannot  lofe  me 
without  fuffering  the  greateft  inconveniences. 


YOU,  who  know  mankind,  cannot  be 
infenfible  to  the  evils  which  always  follow  upon 
the  alteration  of  friends.  I  dare  fay  you  will 
approve  a  maxim,  which  I  have  conftantly  adopt- 
ed through  life — Never  to  ftand  upon  my  own 
j unification  to  the  man  I  love,  when  he  appears 
confcious  that  the  right  is  on  his  fide.  For  it  is 
ten  to  one  whether  even  the  fuccefs  of  my  plead- 
ings be  not  accompanied  with  the  ill  opinion  of 
my  friend  :  and  the  forfeiture  of  his  affection  and 
efteem  will  be  a  poor  compenfation  to  me  for  the 
vanity  of  a  victory.  Only  grofs  imputations,  fuch 
as  reflect  upon  our  integrity  and  virtue,  ought  to 
put  us  upon  difputation.  Our  arguments,  like 
our  fwords,  fhould  be  employed  for  the  defence, 
and  not  for  the  conqueft,  of  our  friends. 


REFLECTIONS  upon  paft  indifcretion 

are  only  to  be  encouraged,  when  we  propofe  to 

M  3  avail 
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avail  ourfelves,  for  the  future,  of  prior  mifcar-? 
riages ;  otherwife,  fuch  reviews  ferve  to  gall  the 
mind,  and  render  us  unfit  for  the  general  duties 
and  offices  of  life.  They  are  like  to  the  falfe 
pangs  of  parturiency,  which  diminifli  the  ftrength 
and  preclude  the  birth  ;  and  therefore,  like  all 
fuch  impotent  throes,  they  ought  to  be  opiated 
as  faft  as  you  can.  But  fometimes  it  happens, 
that  they  are  reftive  to  fuch  prefcriptions.  When 
this  is  the  cafe,  they  require  a  different  treatment. 
Change  the  fimile,  and  compare  thefe  painful 
thoughts  to  bold  intruders,  who  are  not  to  be 
prevailed  upon  by  tender  ufage,  but  who  require 
force  to  expel  them  your  houfe.  Fairly  give 
them  battle.  A  refolute  and  firm  oppofition, 
with  a  thorough  determination  to  give  them  no 
future  advantages  over  you,  no  future  caufes  of 
triumph,  will  infallibly  weaken  their  forces,  procure 
a  complete  victory,  and  in  the  end  regain  peace  to 
your  poor  diftrac~ted  breaft. 

I  have  fometimes  thought,  that  when  the  mind 
is  agitated  by  difagreeable  retrofpe&s,  too  ftrong 
to  be  conquered  by  amufements,  and  too  nume- 
rous to  be  difllpated  by  the  ordinary  bufmefs  and 
occurrences  of  life ;  the  mind,  I  fay,  under  fuch 
difficulties,  refembles  a  diftempered  body,  which 
cannot  recover  its  health  till  the  unnatural  fer- 
ment in  the  juices  has  expelled  itfclf,  which  it 

feldora 
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feldom  fails  of  doing  at  the  long-run,  if  no  further 
pabulum  he  again  thrown  into  the  habit.  This 
falutary  crifls  too  may  be  confiderably  affifted  and 
forwarded  by  art ;  the  flruggles  of  nature  may  be 
hereby  alleviated,  and  a  complete  recovery  infured. 

Once  more,  my  dear  Doctor,  to  the  difficulties 
of  our  profeffion.  Indeed,  indeed,  or,  to  fpeak 
after  the  manner  of  the  Greeks,  Amen,  Amen,  all 
that  you  advance  upon  this  fubject  is  too,  too  me- 
lancholy a  truth.  But  as  we,  and  many  more 
deferving  than  we  (or  rather,  more  defcrving  than 
/am)  are  involved  in  equal  difficulties  with  our- 
felves,  methinks  our  reiterated  complaints  ener- 
vate our  minds,  and  render  us  lefs  and  lefs  dif- 
poied  every  day  to  combat  with  evils  we  cannot 
avoid.  No  mariner  can  foften  the  feverity  of  a 
ftorm  by  fighs  and  exclamations.  But  the  failor, 
who  ftands  collected,  can  many  times  obviate,  by 
his  fortitude  and  prefence  of  mind,  thofe  dangers 
which  would  precipitate  the  timorous  and  deject- 
ed adventurer  into  the  very  bofom  of  ,the  deep. — 
And  thus  much  as  to  the  moral  view  of  thefe  ills 
and  inconveniences. 

But  when  we  regard  all  tbcfe  difcouraging 
incidents  in  a  fuperior  light,  and  confider  thp 
relations  and  connections  we  {land  in  to  a  fu- 
ture ftate  of  exiftence,  furely  we  are  culpable 
when  we  indulge  purfelves  in  profpects  only 
M  4  which 
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which  terminate  with  the  grave.  But  fay,  if  you 
pleafe,  that  thefe  fecular  interefts  are  of  more  im- 
portance than  I  feem  to  reprefent  them ;  neverthe- 
lefs  you  will  find  my  infmuations  are  juft.  For 
if  a  man  cannot,  by  his  anxiety  and  inquietude, 
alter  the  difpofition  of  his  fituation,  certainly  it 
is  folly  to  difquiet  himfelf  in  vain ;  and  grant  him 
but  a  little  patience,  and  the  grave  fhall  put  a 
period  to  his  fufferings.  This  patience  will  at 
leafl  mitigate  prefent  evils;  and  it  is  much  but 
reafon  and  difcretion  will  remove  fome  of  them. 
Wherefore,  to  conclude  both  my  converfation 
and  my  paper,  let  you  and  myfelf  act  the  parts  of 
reafon  and  religion ;  and  in  every  difficulty,  where 
the  former  cannot  fuftain  us,  moft  affuredly  the 
latter  will. 


I  MOST  heartily  wifh  you  were  in  pof- 
feflion  of  a  good-conditioned  living.  I  mean,  a 
benefice  fo  happily  circumftanced  as  would  en- 
gage your  refidence  thereon.  Indeed,  I  hope  you 
will  never  accept  a  living  where  you  cannot  re- 
fide  comfortably  one  half  of  the  year  at  leaft,  and 
fuperintend  the  parifh.  I  venture  to  fay  fo,  be- 
caufe  I  am  fully  perfuaded  in  my  own  breaft, 
that  the  accepting  a  church,  with  no  other  views 
than  thofe  of  gain,  is  diametrically  oppofite  to  the 

fpirit 


DR.  COTTON'S   LETTERS.    169 

Ipirit  of  Chriftianity.  It  is  true,  this  is  a  fpecles 
of  difhonefty  which,  is  praftifed  daily  by  multi- 
tudes of  the  clergy.  But  numbers  cannot  give  a 
fan&ion  to  an  immoral  aft.  Whoever  reads  the 
thirty-third  chapter  of  the  Prophecy  of  Ezekiel, 
muft  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  relinquifliing  his 
parifhioners  to  a  hireling.  May  you  ferioufly  con- 
fider  the  importance  of  the  province  you  have 
entered  upon  ;  and,  only  feeking  the  approbation 
of  God  and  your  own  heart,  may  you  purfue 
thofe  meafures  of  religious  ufefulnefs,  which  alone 
can  adminifter  folid  tranquillity  and  comfort ! — 
Alas  !  at  your  period  of  life  and  mine,  we  fhould 
eye  futurity,  I  mean  a  futurity  beyond  the  grave, 
in  every  ftep  we  take  ;  and,  by  doubling  our  dili- 
gence for  the  time  to  come,  endeavour  to  atone 
for  our  prior  mifcarriages. 


BUT,  with  your  leave,  I  will  confider 
fome  other  chapters  in  the  Doctor's  book— And 
firft,  as  to  the  paralytic  man,  John, chapter  the  fifth. 
Mead  thinks  that  the  cure  was  owing  to  the  mud 
of  Bethefda's  pool  being  impregnated  with  medi- 
cinal particles.  Why  then  only  a  recovery  per- 
formed upon  the  firft  perfon  who  ftepped  in  ? 
Would  not  the  entry  of  the  firft  man,  by  his  ad- 
ditionally 
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ditionally  troubling  the  water,  effectually  fufpend 
the  mud,  and  thereby  infure  fuccefs  to  others  ? 
But  his  ftrictures  upon  Poffeffions,  however  feem- 
ingly  ftrengthened  by  the  authority  of  fome  great 
divines,  are,  in  my  humble  opinion,  very  objec- 
tionable. If  there  had  been  no  real  Pofiefiions, 
why  did  our  Lord  countenance  fuch  an  error  ?  efpc- 
cially  fmce  Dr.  Mead  fays,  that  Hippocrates,  or 
one  of  his  fcholars,  wrote  an  ufeful  piece  to  prove, 
that  no  difeafes  were  inflicted  by  a  fupernatural 
power,  and  that  men  ought  to  be  accounted 
jugglers  and  cheats,  who  infufe  fuch  notions  into 
the  minds  of  the  people.  And,  immediately  pre- 
ceding this  paragraph,  he  tells  us,  that  phyficians  in 
former  days  took  great  pains  to  oppofe  the  notion 
of  daemons  inducing  difeafes,  becaufe  people  actu- 
ated by  this  perfuafion  neglected  the  proper  me- 
thods of  cure,  and  applied  to  religious  rites  and 
ceremonies.  Again— the  Doctor's  objection  to 
PofTeffions,  from  their  wearing  the  appearances  of 
difeafes,  is  of  no  weight ;  becaufe,  fuppofing  fuch 
Pofleffions  poflible,  the  ftgns  thereof  muft  difco- 
ver  themfelves  in  fome  or  other  of  the  fymptoms 
of  difeafes.  The  ufual  proof,  which  is  brought 
to  confirm  Pofleflions,  feems  to  me  unanfwerable, 
I  mean  the  entry  of  the  devils  into  the  herd  of 
fwine.  But  I  will  fuggeft  another  proof,  which 
I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen  in  any  commen- 
tators : — 
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tators : — When  the  feventy  difciples  returned  frora 
preaching  the  gofpel,  and  healing  difeafes^  they 
faid  to  our  Lord,  widifurprife  and^'oy,  that  even 
the  devils  were  fubject  unto  them,  through  his 
name.  Now,  if  difpofleflion  was  nothing  more  than 
healing  the  nek,  whence  arofe  the  difciples'  afto- 
nifhment  and  joy?  Surely,  not  becaufe  they 
cured  difeafes  only  ;  for  this  power  was  exprefsly 
promifed  them  at  their  fetting  out  upon  their 
journey ;  and  therefore  they  were  precluded  all 
furprife.  But  be  this  as  it  will,  our  Lord's  reply 
plainly  determines  the  fenfe  of  that  paflage  ;  "  I 
"  beheld  Satan  as  lightning  fall  from  heaven." 
This  anfwer  is  unintelligible  upon  any  other  hy- 
pothefis. 


I  N  my  laft,  I  endeavoured  to  juflify  the 
^explanation  I  had  given  of  Solomon's  portrait  of 
advanced  age,  and  fecretly  wifhed  for  your  appro- 
bation.—— Formerly  I  told  you,  that  I  thought  the 
Doctor  had  impaired  the  force  of  the  miracle  which 
our  Lord  wrought,  in  raifmg  Lazarus  from  the 
dead,  by  fuppofing  him  to  be  difentangled  from 
his  bandages,  and  to  advance  from  the  tomb 

in  progreflive  motion, The  expofitors  tell  us, 

that 
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that  the  defign  of  the  Roman  governor,  in  giving 
our  Lord  the  title  of  King  of  the  Jews,  was  merely 
to  reproach,  and  render  the  Meffiah  ridiculous, 
How  this  fentiment  could  ever  be  adopted  by  the 
Doitor,  is  matter  of  furprife  to  me ;  for  Pilate  (as 
is  evident  from  the  whole  of  the  trial)  laboured  to 
deliver  Jefus  ;  and  at  laft  confented  to  his  death 
with  great  relu&ance.  He  profefled,  in  open  court, 
that  our  Lord  was  guilty  of  no  capital  offence  ; 
nay,  he  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  declare,  that  he 
could  find  no  fault  whatever  in  him.  The  narra- 
tive alfo  mentions,  that  when  Pilate  heard  our 
Lord  aflert  his  claim  of  being  the  Son  of  God, 
he  was  greatly  terrified,  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe 
his  wife  had,  by  a  previous  mefiage,  begged  of 
him  (from  what  fhe  had  fuffered  in  a  dream) 
to  decline  pafling  judgment  upon  the  righteous 
prifoner  ;  and  the  ftory,  fo  far  as  it  related  to  the 
Governor's  tranfadlions,  concludes  with  Pilate's 
wafhing  his  hands,  as  a  public  declaration  of  his 
innocence  with  refpeft  to  his  fhedding  our  Lord's 
blood.  Now,  when  all  thefe  circutnftances  are 
duly  weighed,  is  it  not  highly  improbable  that 
Pilate  would  pour  infults  upon  Jefus  ?  However, 
a  careful  attention  to  a  preceding  pafTage  unra- 
vels every  difficulty.  The  Jews,  when  they  ob- 
ferved  the  difpofition  of  the  judge  to  favour  our 

Lord, 
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Lord,  attempted  to  intimidate  Pilate,  by  faying, 
that  he  was  no  friend  to  Caefar.  They  intimated 
to  him,  that  fuch  a  culpable  tendernefs  towards 
the  imaginary  delinquent,  jmplied  a  connivance  at 
ufurpation,  and  would  draw  down  upon  him  the 
refentment  of  Tiberius.  This  infmuation  alarmed 
both  the  ambition  and  fears  of  the  governor,  and 
extorted 'from  him  the  condemnation  of  our  Sa- 
viour. To  fecure  himfelf,  as  much  as  poffible, 
from  the  bad  effects  of  any  difadvantageous  re- 
ports made  by  the  Jews  to  the  Emperor,  Pilate 
placed  the  fuperfcription,  I  have  been  fpeaking  of, 
upon  the  fummit  of  the  crofs  ;  and  this  fuperfcrip- 
tion penned  in  three  languages,  that  thereby  the 
Roman  foldiers,  and  the  Greeks,  (as  well  as 
Jews)  whom  curiofity  had  brought  thither  to 
be  fpe&ators  of  the  execution,  might  avow,  that 
the  Governor  had  crucified  our  Lord,  becaufe  he 
had  declared  himfelf  a  king.  Be  pleafed  alfo  to  re- 
mark, that  the  nature  of  the  puniihment  imported 
the  crime  to  be  a  crime  agaiuft  the  ftate,  or  civil 
fociety,  and  not  of  a  religious  nature  j  for  Pilate 
moft  probably  would  not  have  taken  cognizance 
of  the  latter ;  or,  if  he  had  done  fo,  it  is  likely 
he  would  have  punifhed  Jefus  according  to  the 
Mofaic  law,  namely  by  floning,  for  this  was  the 
kind  of  death  inflided  upon  blafphemers.  In  truth, 
he  don't  appear,  in  the  fubfequent  part  of  the 
5  tragedy, 
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tragedy,  to  be  in  a  humour  to  pleafe  the  Jews, 
by  concurring  with  them  in  their  derifion  of  our 
Lord ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  piqued  that  they 
had  compelled  him  to  give  fentence  of  death 
againft  Jefus.  See  his  lajl  reply  to  the  chief 
priefts,  when  they  defired  him  to  make  an  altera- 
tion in  the  words  of  the  fuperfcription. 

i 


THE  human  body  is  fo  complicated  a 
ftruclure,  as  to  preclude  furprife  at  our  ignorance 
of  the  feats  and  nature  of  many  difeafes ;  and, 
when  we  take  into  confideration  the  age  of  the 
patient  who  is  writing  to  you,  methinks  we  can- 
not, without  impeachment  of  our  underftanding, 
wonder  at  his  deficient  health.  In  the  works  of 
art  there  is  fomething  analogous  to  this  fubjedl— 
A  curious  piece  of  mechanifm,  compounded  of  a 
multiplicity  of  fprings  and  wheels,  is  fo  frequently 
impaired  by  time,  and  rendered  fo  irregular  in 
its  movements,  that  the  very  artificer,  who  con- 
ftrudred  the  fyftem,  is  frequently  at  a  lofs  to  fpe- 
cify  the  defective  particulars. — But  I  will  no  lon- 
ger protraft  this  tedious  egotifm  of  a  trivial  indi- 
vidual. 


YOUR 
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YOUR  very  kind  letter  came  fafe  to  hand ; 
and  I  embrace  the  prefent  occafion  of  replying  to 
your  favour,  left  an  increafe  of  the  infirmities  of 
age  fhould  totally  preclude  me  a  future  opportu- 
nity.    I  have  pa^ed  almoft  three  winters  beyond 
the  ufual  boundary  appropriated  to  human  life ; 
and,  having  thus  tranfcended  the  longevity  of  a 
feptuagenarian,  I  now  labour  under  the  inconve- 
niences and  evils  of  advanced  years.     I  am  ema- 
ciated to  a  very  great  degree,  and  my  trembling 
limbs  are  fo  weak,  as  to  feel  inefficient  to  fup- 
port  my  weight.     The  languors  likewife  which  I 
fuffer  are  fo  frequent  and  fevere,  as  to  threaten  an 
entire  flop  to  the  circulation,  and  are  fometimes 
accompanied  with  thatmoft  diftrefsful  of  all  fenfa- 
tions,  an  anxiety  circa  pracordla.     I  fleep  fo  lit- 
tle during  the  night,  that  in  general  I  can  rife  up 
at  the  voice  of  the  bird,  be  that  period  ever  fo 
early.  Nor  are  my  mental  powers  lefs  deficient 
than  my  bodily  ftrength;  for  my  memory  is  noto- 
rioufly  impaired ;  and  a  fubjeir,  which  requires  a 
little  thought,  becomes  a  burden  hardly  fupport- 
able.     Are  not  all  the  particulars  which  I  have 
enumerated,  proofs  of  their  being  the  concluding 
page  of  Shakefpear's  "  ft  range  eventful  hiftory  ?'* 
Yes,  furely,  my  dear  friend,  when  an  infpired  au- 
thor announces  the  fame  truth.    Nor  are  you  and 
I  to  wonder,  that,  in  our  pafiage  through  this 

world, 
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world,  the  weather  and  the  ways  grow  the  worfe 
the  longer  we  travel,  and  the  nearer  we  approach 
to  our  journey's  end.  The  facred  writer  juft 
now  mentioned  affirms,  that  when  thofe  comfort- 
lefs  days  arrive,  which  are  attended  with  fatiety, 
difguft,  and  inquietude,  we  muft  expect  the  clouds 
to  be  often  returning  after  the  rain. — Amid  thefe 
melancholy  fcenes,  it  hath  lately  pleafed  Divine  Pro- 
vidence to  bereave  me  of  one  of  the  beft  of  daugh- 
ters, who  never  gave  me  a  moment's  uneafmefs 
but  at  her  death,  and  in  that  illnefs  which  led  to 
it;  I  mean  my  daughter  Kitty.  "  Quis  defiderlo 
w  fit  pudor  a ut  modus  tarn  chart  capitis  <"'  But 
no  more  of  this  awful  occurrence. 


I  A  M  the  more  aftonifhed  at  *****  *'s 
engaging  in  a  farm,  becaufe  he  is  a  man  of  fenfe, 
and  muft,  upon  due  confideration,  be  apprifed 
of  his  own  deficiency  in  point  of  country  know- 
ledge, of  various  lofTes  incident  to  this  profeffion, 
and  the  inconveniences  arifmg  from  placing  an 
implicit  faith  in  others.  Again— upon  juft  reflec- 
tion, he  muft  be  feniible,  that  no  farm  can  turn 
to  account,  unlefs  the  farmer  is  at  the  head 
and  tail  of  every  thing  himfelf,  and  accompa- 
nies the  produce  of  his  fields  and  folds  to  the 
market  j  but  this  is  a  fervitude,  which  our 

friend, 


DR.  COTTON'S  LETTERS*     177 

fdend,  of  all  men  living)  will  be  molt  averfe  to. 
The  confequence,  'therefore,  of  his  new  engage- 
ments will  moil  afluredly  terminate  in  difappoint- 
ment,  anxiety,  and  chagrin;  and,  ere  long,  he 
will  fay  with  Soame  Jenyns,  in  his  Epiftle  to 
Lord  Lovelace,  or,  rather,  he  will  think  with  the 
Poet,  that  a  country  retreat  fhould  not  be  encum- 
bered with  country  cares : 

"  But  then  no  farm  I  occupy, 

"  With  iheep  to  rot,  and  cows  to  die." 

Let  me  add,  as  applicable  to  this  fubjeft,  two 
couplets  from  an  old  favourite  author  of  mine, 
Mr.  Pomfret,  once  minifter  of  Luton : 

"  No  choice  had  e'er  fo  happy  an  event, 
"  But  he  who  made  it  did  that  choice  repent : 
"  So  weak  our  judgment,  and  fo  fhort  our  fight, 
"  We  cannot  level  our  own  wifties  right." 

Well,  my  dear  friend,  what  is  the  conclufion 
of  the  whole  matter  ?  is  it  not  this : — That  there 
is  no  fuch  thing  as  real  unmingled  felicity  here 
below  ?  That  happinefs  is  all  a  vain  purfuit, 
quite  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave  ?  That  it  is 
altogether  an  imaginary  acquifition,  which  no 
man  ever  did  or  ever  will  poflefs,  fo  long  as  he  is 
a  fojourner  amidft  fublunary  fcenes  ? — We  fow 
hopes  and  wifhes,  and  pray  what  do  we  reap  ? 
The  anfwer  is  obvious — We  reap  difappointment 

VOL.  II.  N  and 
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and  inquietude.- — A  miferable  harveft  !  you  will 
fay. — True.— But  neverthelefs  we  repeat  our  tife- 
lefs  labour;  and  thus  perpetuate  to  ourfelves  vexa- 
tion and  forrow.  He  then,  my  dear  friend,  is  the 
prudent  man,  who  is  contented  to  take  this  world 
as  he  finds  it ;  who  relifhes  its  comforts,  improves 
its  crofies,  and  expe&s  happinefs  only  in  fuperior 
regions. 


Dear  W. 

THOUGH  I  have  nothing  more  to  fay, 
than  what  I  have  already  faid  a  thoufand  times 
over,  I  cannot  forbear  repeating  the  afluranees  of 
my  efteem  and  value  for  you.  Pray  how  doth 
Mrs.  *  *  *  *'s  conftitution  comport  with  the 
prefent  fevere  weather?  March  went  out  like 
a  lamb,  'tis  true ;  but  methinks  he  hath  reaflumed 
his  lion  difpofition,  and  returned  to  us  a  moft  un- 
welcome afibciate  with  April. — I  am  fadly  afraid 
that  he  will  brufli  off  with  his  tail  the  bloom  of 
our  wall  trees,  which  you  know  will  be  no  fmall 
difappointment  to  fuch  a  garden  epicure  as  I  am. 
'Tis  plain  he  pays  no  regard  to  fenators  and 
almanack-makers,  or  he  would  not  have  pretended 
his  old  claims,  and  infringed  thus  upon  the  parlia- 
mentary alteration  of  our  calendar. 

I  AM 
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I  AM  always  forry  when  precluded  the  op- 
portunity of  converting  with  you,  confcious  that 
every  year  renders  opportunities  fewer  ;  and  that 
by  and  by  will  put  an  end  to  our  correfpondence, 
and  feal  up  our  lips  in  everlafling  filence ;  for  which 
reafon,  the  remaining  intercourfes  of  our  friendship 
muft  rife  in  their  value,  much  after  the  fame  man- 
ner as  we  eftimate  our  gold,  the  worth  whereof  is 
encreafed  by  a  deficiency  in  its  quantity.  For 
when  a  purfe  of  a  hundred  guineas  is  reduced  to  a 
fcore,  and  never  more  can  be  replenifhed,  the  refl- 
due  of  our  coin  muft  of  confequence  mount  in 
its  valuation.  This  is  certainly  a  fait,;  and,  fo 
far  as  it  relates  to  our  wealth,  we  are  all  willing  to 
fubfcribe  to  the  truth  thereof;  but  as  it  relates  to 
our  time,  either  we  diCpute  the  fait,  or  act  incon- 
fiftently  with  the  inferences  which  it  fuggefts. 
For  what  is  more  common  than  to  fee  3.  man  of 
fixty  perfonating  the  character  of  a  boy  ofjtxteen, 
as  to  prodigality  of  time  ?  But  the  oddity  of  this 
difpofition  is  the  more  extraordinary,  when  we  con- 
fider  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  conduct  in  old  age,  and 
contraft  it  with  the  views  and  behaviour  of  youth. 
Grey  hairs  fquander  time,  and  hoard  money; 
green  heads  are  lavifh  of  both.  Now  the  avarice 
of  age  ought  to  be  revered ;  for,  fmce  the  days  of 
advanced  life  cannot  poffibly  be  many,  the  old 
man,  therefore,  Ihouid  not  fpend  one  moment  but 
N  2  ii) 
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in  purchafe  of  its  value,  becaufe  he  hath  but  few 
moments  to  fpend.  The  riches  he  withholds,  he 
ought  to  be  liberal  of,  becaufe  his  wealth  prepon- 
derates his  time  as  to  quantity.  The  young 
man  is  profufe  of  time,  becaufe  he  expects  to 
attain  to  longevity  (though,  by  the  by,  he  is 
wrong  in  his  arithmetic,  becaufe  he  counts  upon 
uncertainties. )  However,  this  is  not  inconfiftency 
of  character :  but  what  follows  is  great  inconfift- 
ency, I  mean  the  fquandering  away  his  money. 
For  if  he  reckons  and  depends  upon  a  multitude 
of  years,  prudence  fliould  hint  to  him  frugality ; 
becaufe,  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  his  life, 
the  greater  and  more  frequent  will  be  the  de- 
mands of  life  upon  his  purfe. — But  I  am  called 
away,  and  cannot  finifh  this  worthlefs  declamation. 
I  dare  fay  you  are  not  forry  for  it ;  for  you 
muft  think  me  a  dull  moralift.  I  do  aflure  you  I 
think  myfelf  one. 


DR.  YOUNG  is  certainly  as  true  an 
original  as  any  of  the  authors  whom  he  enume- 
rates.—-But  indeed  I  think  there  is  a  difficulty  in 
fixing  the  character  of  originality.  Homer,  fays 
the  Dodtor,  is  an  original.  Yes,  to  us  he  ap- 
pears foy  becaufe  we  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
works  preceding  Homer's  writings,  from  which 

Homer 
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Homer  might  borrow  his  fentiments  and  ftyle; 
but,  for  all  this,  it  is  not  impoflible  that  he  might 
be  indebted  to  writers  before  his  time.     I  think 
we  ftand  a  better  chance  to  afcertain  originality, 
when  we  fpeak  of  more  modern  authors.     Shake- 
fpeare's  volumes  are  in  the  hands  of  every  body  j 
and  every  reader  will  fay  that  Shakefpeare  is  an 
original,  becaufe  the  peculiarity  of  his  genius  is 
not  to  be  found  in  any  other  writer  whatever. 
Now,  had  he  aflumed   another's   thoughts,  and 
manner  of  composition,  he  muft  have  been  de- 
tected, becaufe  he  could  not  go  further  back  for 
inftruction  than  we  can  go  ;  and,  as  multitudes 
have  gone  as  far  as  it  is  poffible,  they  muft  have 
difcovered  a  fimilarity  in  Shakefpeare's  writings, 
and  the  writings  of  other  authors,  if  any  fuch  fimi- 
litude  was  to  be  found.     Bacon  (Lord  Verulam) 
was  indifputably  an  original ;  perhaps  the  greateft 
mere  man  that  ever  exifted,  as  to  the  powers  of  his 
mind.     Take  all  the  authors  that  ever  wrote  be- 
fore him,  upon  the  fubjects  he  hath  written,  and 
he  appears  an  Atlas  amidft  fo  many  mole-hills. 
Friar  Bacon   was   likewife   a   moft    aftonifhing 
genius ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  originality  doth  not 
fo  properly  confift  in  the  fublimity  of  genius,  as 
in  the  novelty  of  characters.     The  two  Bacons, 
indeed,  were  originals,  becaufe  the  genius  of  each 
of  them  ftruck  into  new  paths  of  fcience.     Bun- 
N  3  yan, 
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yan,  the  author  of  the  Pilgrim's  Progrefs,  was  iiv 
difputably  an  original  writer,  becaufe  there  never 
was  (at  leaft  fo  far  as  I  know)  any  thing  exifting 
before  like  the  Progrefs  of  the  Pilgrim.  Yet  the 
greateft  advocates  for  John  Bunyan's  works  can- 
not fay  that  he  had  any  fublimity  of  genius. 
There  is  no  comparifon  between  him  and  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton ;  yet  the  latter,  notwithftanding  the  ftu- 
pendous  exertions  of  his  mind,  hath  no  claim  to 
originality,  becaufe  thoufands  have  travelled  in 
the  fame  paths  of  knowledge ;  though  none  of  his 
predeceflbrs  have  ever  advanced  fo  far  as  he  hath 
done  ****** 
******** 
If  I  am  an  original,  you  muft  allow  that  genius 
is  not  eflential  to  originality. 


I N  matters  of  abftrufe  faith,  fuch,  for  in- 
ftance,  as  hath  the  Trinity  for  its  object:,  there  are, 
I  dare  fay,  no  two  men  who  think  exactly  alike ; 
nay  further,  perhaps  it  may  be  queftioned,  whether 
one  and  the  fame  man  ever  thought  precifely  the 
fame,  upon  fuch  topics,  for  two  hours  fucceffi vely, 
If  this  obfervation  be  true,  as  I  am  perfuaded  it  is  in 
fome  meafure  fo,  how  prepofterous,  as  well  as  im- 
moral, is  it,  to  burn  mankind  for  different  opinions 
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in  point  of  faith  !  According  to  my  fentiments  of 
creeds,  the  moft  orthodox  men  themfelves,  who 
fhall  abet  perfecution  in  any  degree,  will  richly 
merit  to  be  well  finged  every  time  they  ruminate 
on  their  credenda. 


BUT  what  can  a  parent  do  with  a  child, 
now-a-days,  who  is  defigned  for  any  of  the  learned 
profeflions  ?  Our  universities  are  become  fo  ex- 
penfive,  and  produ&ive  of  fo  little  knowledge  to 
the  ftudents  (in  general)  that  even  men  of  fortune 
cannot  fupport  fuch  demands,  and  men  of  fenfe 
cannot  approve  the  conduit  of  thefe  feminaries. 
If  you  fend  a  boy  for  education  to  London,  the 
hazard  of  a  mifcarriage  is  ftill  greater ;  and  the 
poor  difappointed  parent  hath  a  very  confiderable 
additional  fum  to  pay  for  the  fpeedier  deftruclion 
of  his  fon, 

It  hath  often  been  mentioned,  as  a  fubjecl:  of  ad- 
miration and  complaint,  that  though  the  income  of 
every  trade  and  profeflion  be  far  inferior  to  fuch 
incomes  forty  years  ago,  yet  the  apprentice-fee 
is  fuperior  now  to  the  demands  of  former  times. 
Although  attornies,  at  this  period,  fvvarm  like  lo- 
cufts,  and  hardly  one  in  ten,  when  his  clerkfhip 
is  expired,  can  get  fait  to  his  porridge;  never- 
thelefs,  an  attorney  (hall,  inftead  of  fixty,  eighty, 
N  4  or 
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or  an  hundred  pounds  (formerly  given  with  a 
clerk)  infift  upon  three  hundred  pounds  now  with 
every  clerk  he  takes.  When  apothecaries  did 
not  abound  in  country  towns,  and  the  revenue 
of  this  province  was  considerable,  eighty  pounds 
was  efteemed  as  a  large  fum  for  an  apprentice- 
fee.  Now,  that  apothecaries  are  fo  thick  fown  in 
every  village,  that  each  can  hardly  get  bread, 
the  ftarving  mafter  will,  notwith {landing,  afk  an 
hundred  pounds  with  every  apprentice.  A  Tur- 
key merchant,  who  tells  you  that  the  trade  to 
the  Levant  is  not  productive  of  five  per  cent,  ftill 
continues  to  afk  a  thoufand  pounds  for  inllru£t- 
ing  a  youth  in  this  branch  of  commerce,  although 
merchants  of  this  clafs  made  fifteen  or  twenty 
per  cent,  of  their  money  in  queen  Ann's  reign. 
How  fares  it  with  learning  ?  It  is  univerfally  con- 
feft,  that  is  the  worft  commodity  you  can  carry 
to  market ;  and  yet,  to  afcertain  a  very  moderate 
ftock  thereof,  requires  a  fum  of  money  to  be  ex- 
pended, at  this  time  a-day,  which,  when  laid  out 
fifty  years  ago,  was  almoft  as  fure  an  eftate  to 
the  proprietor  as  a  good  freehold.  But,  befides 
a  bad  commodity  as  to  the  inferiority  of  price, 
it  is  alfo  a  very  precarious  commodity  as  to  the 
fale.  A  man  may  expofe  his  literary  wares  day 
after  day,  and  year  after  year,  without  a  fingle 
chapman  offering  any  purchafe-money  at  all.  The 

fcholar 
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fcholar  may  read  all  day,  and  ruminate  upon  what 
he  hath  read  all  the  fubfequent  night ;  he  may 
rife  early,  go  to  bed  late,  and  eat  the  dry  crafts  of 
carefulnefs,  and  folicitude,  and  anxiety;  and,  when 
he  dies,  is  found  expiring  in  a  garret,  of  famine  and 
a  broken  heart ;  or,  which  is  ft  ill  worfe,  and  yet 
oftentimes  the  cafe,  be  agonizing,  in  his  laft  mo- 
ments, under  all  the  penury,  cruelty,  and  horrors  of 
a  jail.  Many  a  learned  man  hath  been  able  to  fet  his 
feal  to  this  truth,  who  hath  never  had  any  notorious 
guilt  to  upbraid  himfelf  withal ;  and  of  whom  the 
worft  which  could  be  faid  of  him  was,  that  he  died 
the  dupe  of  credulity  and  indifcretior:. 

But  a  mind  at  eafe,  and  tinctured  with  religious 
principles,  will  reply,  that  all  thefe  difpenfatioas 
of  Providence  are  intended  for  the  exercife  of  our 
faith,  patience,  and  fubmiffion  to  the  divine  will. 
It  may  be  fo,  for  any  thing  I  can  urge  to  the 
contrary ;  but  how  a  man  can  poflefs  his  foul  in 
patience,  who  hath  nothing  elfe  to  poflefs,  is  a 
matter  of  great  doubt  to  me.  The  wifeft  and 
beft  of  men,  in  all  ages,  have  deprecated  thefe 
evils,  as  greatly  above  human  ftrength.  The 
neceffity  and  importance  of  our  daily  bread  is 
abundantly  inferable  from  our  Lord's  inferting  this 
article  in  that  prayer  which  he  hath  exhibited  for 
the  model  and  copy  of  our  own  prayers. — But  I  will 
not  detain  you  any  longer  with  this  harangue.  You 

muft 
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muft  almoft  be  poflefled  of  apoftolic  patience,  to 
bear  with  fo  tedious  a  declamation. 

I  hope  you  are  no  fufferer   in  your  health  by 
performing  the  laft  office  of  friendfhip  to  Mrs. 

R .    She  engaged  with  the  laft  enemy,  and  fell 

in  the  combat.  We  ihall  all  be  fummoned  into 
the  fame  field,  and  perifh  in  the  conflict;  for  there 
js  no  difcharge  in  that  war ;  fo  fays  Solomon, 
However,  a  greater  than  Solomon  hath  furnifhed 
us  with  confolation  againft  our  defeat,  by  alluring 
us,  that  by  and  by  the  vanquifhed  mall  prove 
the  victors.  But  to  drop  all  fuch  obvious  remarks; 
and  to  enquire  how  it  comes  about  that  death 
is  fo  differently  regarded  by  different  people, 
One  man  cannot  comport  with  the  thoughts  of  a 
diffolution.  The  very  mention  thereof  caufes 
him  to  fhudder,  and,  fo  long  as  the  thought  refts 
upon  his  mind,  it  jmbitters  all  his  comfort.  An- 
other man  talks  of  dying  without  emotion,  and 
meets  death  with  equal  unconcern.  If  we  endea- 
vour to  account  for  thefe  different  effects  upon 
the  principles  of  religion,  we  fhall  often  mifcarry 
in  the  attempt.  For  good  men  are  as  loth  to 
leave  this  world,  as  vicious  men  are.  There 
are  fome  pious  pcrfons  who,  though  abounding 
with  grace,  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  think 
on  death  with  tolerable  fatisfa&ion.  And  how 
many  have  I  known,  who  \vere  far  from  unbe- 
lievers, 
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lievers,  yet  whofe  chara&ers  were  otherwife 
very  faulty,  that  have  gone  off  the  ftage  with 
feeming  indifference ;  who  talked  of  dying  as 
difcharging  a  debt  to  nature,  and  have,  to  all 
outward  appearance  at  leaft,  fuftained  their  fpi- 
rits  with  uncertain  hopes  of  faring  as  well  as  their 
neighbours  in  another  world  !  Divines  have  re- 
folved  all  thefe  appearances  into  an  over-weening 
affection  for  the  world,  fpiritual  infatuation,  or 
judicial  blindnefs,  &c.  and  perhaps  thefe  caufes 
have  fometimes  obtained ;  but  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  the  caufa  proximo  is  conftitution. 


I  MUST  own,  that  I  heartily  wifti  for 
a  reafonable  and  permanent  peace.  The  im- 
menfe  national  debt  furnilhes  a  melancholy  retro- 
fpecl:  to  a  thinking  mind  j  and  the  continued  effu- 
fion  of  human  blood  muft  fenfibly  affect  that  man 
who  is  not  loft  to  all  the  feelings  of  humanity. 
We  may  talk  what  we  pleafe  of  American  fa- 
vages  ;  but  the  favages  of  education  far  exceed  in 
cruelty  the  illiterate  favages  of  the  woods.  The 
latter  are  but  brutes  on  two  legs ;  and,  to  fay  the 
worft  of  them,  they  can  only  be  claffed  among 
wolves,  tygers,  and  fuch  like  inhabitants  of  the  de- 
fert  j  but  the  former  are  arrant  daemons,  under  the 
5  difguife 
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difguifc  of  men.  When  David  had  offended  his 
Maker,  by  fhewing  fuch  a  diftruft  of  his  provi- 
dence, after  fignal  deliverances,  as  to  number 
Jfrael  and  Judah,  the  prophet  gave  him  his  choice 
of  three  kinds  of  punifhments,  famine^  pejillence^ 
and  the  fwcrd.  The  royal  delinquent  prudently 
deprecated  falling  into  the  hands  of  man ;  well 
knowing,  that  a  flight  of  three  months,  before  a 
victorious  enemy,  was  the  foreft  calamity  which 
could  pollibly  befal  him  and  his  people.  He  was 
not  to 'be  informed  what  cruel  lengths  ambition 
would  run,  when  flufhed  with  a  ferjes  of  fuccefs ; 
and  therefore  he  wifely  gave  the  preference  to  cor- 
rection from  the  hand  of  an  angel,  who  could 
not  be  actuated  by  pride  and  cruelty,  nor  tran- 
fcend  the  boundaries  of  his  commiiHon, 

Js  the  friend  with  whom  you  are  going  to  fo- 
•  journ  for  a  time,  fond  of  a  country  retreat  ?  Are 

the  fhades  and  folitude  of productive  of 

joys  fuperior  to  the  (hining  counters  of ? 

The  pleafures  of  wealth  and  diftindlion,  I  am  as 
much  a  ftranger  to,  as  a  man  blind  from  his  birth 
is  eftranged  to  the  charms  of  painting.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  I  dare  venture  to  affirm,  that  if  there  is  any 
fuch  thing  as  happinefs  (for  I  am  not  fure  there 
is  any  fuch  thing)  it  muft  be  lodged  in  the  pri- 
vate walks  and  by-paths  of  life.  But,  as  taftes 
are  various  in  different  perfons,  I  fufpedt  that  I 

fpeak 
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(peak  with  too  much  partiality  to  my  own.  I  am 
one,  who,  being  harrafTed  with  bufinefs,  anxiety, 
and  difappointment,  would  think  a  bare  ceffation 
from  the  cares  of  life,  felicity  fyfficient.  Yet 
iiich  quictifm  will  appear  only  a  negative  blifs,  at 
beft,  to  a  man  who  cannot  relifh  exiftence  with- 
out quick  fenfations  and  forcible  pleafures ;  nay, 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  he  would  not  al- 
low what  I  am  fupplicating  for  to  bs  any  blifs  at 
all;  but  a  fmart  fit  of  the  gout  or  ftone  would 
fpeedily  rectify  his  error,  and  teach  him  better 
philofophy.  For,  let  him  be  ftretched  upon  a  bed 
of  torture  during  a  few  days,  and,  upon  the  ter- 
mination of  his  fufferings,  he  will  readily  acknow- 
ledge, that  a  mere  cefTation  of  pain  is  pofitive 
pleafure.  By  and  by  he  himfelf  will  find  the 
human  fyftem  fo  conftructed,  that  it  cannot  com- 
port with  a  perpetuity  of  tumultuous  joys.  The 
active  and  vigorous  exercifes  of  youth  have  no 
charms  for  us  in  our  advanced  years,  becaufe  the 
powers  of  exertion  have  failed  us,  and  our  tafte 
for  fuch  entertainments  hath  departed  with  our 
ftrength.  In  old  age,  we  covet  very  moderate 
fatisfactions  indeed.  Like  hirelings,  worn  down 
with  the  preceding  labours  of  the  day,  we  fo- 
licit  the  approach  of  evening.  Not  as  formerly, 
perhaps,  for  the  protracted  pleafures  of  the  bottle, 
but  for  the  filent  comfort  of  ftretching  ourfelves 

upon 
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upon  our  couches,  and  finking  into  reft.  This 
is  the  happieft  period,  to  the  aged  man,  of  the 
whole  four  and  twenty  hours.  It  is  to  him  what 
aflignations  and  plays  are  to  the  young  man.  It 
is  the  point  he  keeps  in  view  from  the  time  he 
arifes  in  the  morning,  till  he  returns  to  his  bed 
again  ;  and,  being  incapable  of  ftronger  delights, 
he  rejoiceth  in  this  quiefcent  ftate.  This  is 
certainly  the  nature  and  difpofition  of  our  fyf- 
tern  through  its  progreflive  ftages,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  antiquated  beaux  and  belles  of  the  prefent 
century  may  appear  as  objections  to  my  doctrine. 
In  my  opinion,  they  are  the  moft  contemptible  of 
the  fpecies,  as  counteracting  the  laws  of  our 
corporeal  and  mental  conftitution.  They  re- 
femble  eunuchs,  who,  confcious  of  their  deficiency^ 
are  irritated  at  their  inability,  ape  a  tafte  for  plea- 
fures  which  they  can  never  enjoy,  and  thereby 
become  the  dupes  of  impotence  and  affectation* 


Dear  Doctor, 

MRS.    C affectionately    concurs 

with  me  in  fending  you  the  compliments  of  the 
enfuing  feftival.  We  moft  heartily  wifti  you  that 
chearful  difpofition  of  mind  which  gives  the  re- 
lifti  to  all  our  enjoyments  j  which  alleviates  the 

cares 
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cares  of  life,  and  doubles  the  comforts  of  it ; 
which,  like  the  philofopher's  ftone,  tranfmutes 
copper  into  gold,  and  is  a  never-failing  fource  of 
true  riches ;  which  is  the  beft  opiate  under  bodily 
pains,  and  the  beft  prophylactic  in  mental  dif- 
orders.  It  is  an  elixir  of  fovereign  efficacy  when 
it  is  genuine.  But,  generally  fpeaking,  it  is  a 
compofition  which  requires  time,  labour,  and 
pains  in  the  preparation;  hence  few  there  are 
who  will  be  at  the  trouble  and  coft  of  making 
it.  They  fubftitute  a  counterfeit  in  its  place, 
which,  however  it  may  wear  the  external  appear- 
ance of  the  original  tincture,  is  neverthelefs  a  moft 
vapid  medicine.  The  ancient  heathens  were  fo 
fenfible  of  the  value  of  fuch  a  medicament,  that 
multitudes  of  them  turned  chymifts  upon  this  oc- 
cafion.  But,  notwithstanding  all  their  boafted 
recipes,  they  were  found,  upon  trial,  to  be  nothing 
worth.  The  only  true  prefcription  is  to  be  met 
with  in  a  volume  of  an  author,  who  was  born 
about  this  period  of  the  feafon,  feventeen  hundred 
and  fixty  years  ago.  It  is  truth,  that  the  book  is 
commonly  exploded,  or,  at  the  beft,  but  very 
lightly  efteemed.  And  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
that  its  prefent  difreputation  is  greatly  owing  to 
the  multitude  of  copies  which  are  fpread  every 
where  up  and  down  the  kingdom.  Could  you 
fuppofe  a  defpotic  prince  to  call  in  all  the  impref- 

fions 
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fions  extant,  or  prohibit,  upon  fevere  penalties, 
all  families  from  reading  this  book,  I  verily  be- 
lieve its  value  would  be  greatly  enhanced  by  its 
fcarcity  or  perils;  and  that  this  bleffing,  like 
health,  would  appear  to  the  greateft  advantage 
when  once  taken  from  us.  What  poor  fickly  ap- 
petites are  ours  J  that  lofe  their  tafte  for  an  en- 
tertainment of  the  moft  refined  and  delicate  na- 
ture, becaufe  the  table  is  daily  fpread,  and  the 
doors  of  the  banqueting  chamber  are  open  to 

every  gueft. But  I  will  not  fatigue  you  with 

my  allegories.  If  you  approve  them,  you  can  carry 
them  on  yourfelf ;  and  if  you  do  not  relifli  this 
manner  of  writing,  I  have  faid  too  much  already. 


Dear  Sir, 

I  HAVE  thought  much  upon  the  fub-> 
je£t  of  your  late  converfation.  But  I  (till  perfift  in 
my  fentiments,  that  the  frequent  confi deration  of 
death  is  the  only  expedient  which  can  reconcile  us 
to  dying.  It  is  very  true,  that  dying-work  is,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  difficult  work,  and  a  dying-hour 
a  moft  formidable  hour  !  But  will  the  difficulty  or 
terror  of  that  period  be  leflened  by  inattention, 
or  procraftination  of  thinking?  No,  furely: — 
Thofe  parting  ftrugglcs  of  foul  and  body,  and  the 

horrors 


DR.  COTTON'S    LETTERS.    193 

horrors  of  the  dark  valley,  will  be  encreafed 
proportionally  to  our  ofcitancy,  or  prohibition  of 
thought.  Why  {hould  the  good  man  be  averfe 
to  death  ?  Is  it  not  the  gate  of  admiflion  into  the 
brighteft  fcenes  and  the  beft  of  company?  an  en- 
trance into  immortality,  purity,  and  perfection  ? 
Who  are  to  be  our  aflbciates  ?  The  fpirits  of  juft 
men  ripened  into  excellency  :  an  intercourfe  with 
angels  and  arch-angels  ;  and,  to  complete  our  hap- 
pinefs,  the  fruition  of  that  fovereign  exemplar  of 
all  perfections,  the  Deity  himfelf ! 


Dear  Sir, 

LAST  Thurfday  night,  — —  exchang- 
ed this  life  for  a  better. — Three  or  four  days  be- 
fore file  died,  flic  difcovered  an  univerfal  languor, 
which  portended  a  fpeedy  difiblution.  Upon  the 
whole,  her  transition  was  eafy,  and  much  to  be 
defired.  For,  although  a  good  man  hath  nothing 
to  fear  after  death,  yet  he  may  reafonably  be  afraid 
of  the  pangs  and  agonies  which  often  accompany 
diflblving  nature.  St.  Paul  himfelf,  with  all  his 
apoftolical  attainments,  could  not  reprefs  his  fears 
and  anxieties  upon  this  fubjeft.  Fain  would  he 
have  declined  this  combat  with  the  king  of  ter- 
rors ;  for,  although  he  was  fure  of  coming  off 
VOL.  II.  O  more 
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more  than  a  conqueror^  through  him  that  loved  £/;#, 
yet  he  apprehended  that  he  might  be  greatly 
wounded  in  the  engagement.  He  was  abundantly 
fenfible  of  the  fuperior  happinefs  of  a  future  ftate  ; 
he  was  likewife  impatient  to  enter  upon  the  pof- 
feffion  of  thofe  joys ;  but  the  road  thereto,  which 
he  preferred,  was  that  which  Enoch  and  Elijah 
had  gone  before.  He  expreffed  a  fure  and  certain 
hope  of  being  hereafter  admitted  into  a  honfe  not 
made  -with  hands ,  a  building  of  eternal  duration  ! 
but,  neverthelefs,  he  could  not  eafily  brook  the 
thought  of  his  own  tabernacle  being  firft  taken 
down.  So  far  was  he  from  wifhing  to  be  uncloth- 
ed, that  he,  on  the  contrary,  wilhed  for  the  imme- 
diate fuperindu&ion  of  immortality,  or  the  ab- 
forption  of  this  prefent  exiftence  in  life  ever- 
lafting. 


Dear  Sir, 

I  TRULY  think  Mr. an  extra- 
ordinary man,  when  I  reflect  upon  the  meannefs 
of  his  birth,  education,  and  original  profeflion, 
It  is  very  probable,  that  had  he  continued  in  the 
cxercife  of  his  former  province,  he  would  have 
appeared  to  a  greater  advantage,  than  by  moving 
in  a  fuperior  fphere.  For  that  is  fuperexcellent 
from  a  bulk  or  ftall,  which  is  but  an  indifferent  per- 
formance 
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formance  when  delivered  from  a  pulpit.  Novelty 
is  the  principal  fource  of  our  pleafure  and  admira- 
tion ;  and  to  meet  with  fome  bold  outlines  of  fenfe 
and  genius,  where  we  never  could  reafonably  expect 
to  find  any,  muft  always  be  productive  of  delight 
and  approbation.  Another  remark  I  have  to  make 
is  this,  that  fentiments  and  language  in  a  familiar 
converfation,  often  create  furprife  and  fatisfadtion ; 
but  when  fuch  thoughts  and  expreffions  are  com- 
mitted to  print,  they  are  fo  far  from  charming 
the  reader,  that  they  occafion  difguft.  The  caufe 
whereof  is  too  obvious  to  be  expatiated  upon.  I 
would  therefore  only  obferve,  that  if  Mr.  • 
had,  viva  voce^  uttered  to  us  fome  of  the  in- 
clofed  eflays,  with  his  laft  upon  his  knee,  you  and 
I  ftiould  have  deemed  him  a  prodigy  of  a  cobler, 
and  judged  him  worthy  of  a  more  exalted  occu- 
pation. However,  I  muft  ingenuoufly  own  to 
you,  that,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  ftrictures,  I 
entertain  a  favourable  opinion  of  his  parts,  and 
am  inclined  to  believe,  that,  if  he  had  had  the 
benefit  of  a  proper  education,  many  of  us  might 
have  bluftied  at  the  fuperiority  of  his  attainments 
over  us.  I  often  think  of  fuch  perfons  with  fecret 
fhame  to  myfelf.  For  inftance,  Molly  Leaper, 
who  is  my  fuperior  in  poetry. 

O  a  Dear 
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Dear  Sir, 

IT  is  an  aflonifhing  affair,  how  fome  men, 
and  even  fenfible  men  too,  will  make  a  facrificc 
of  their  underftanding  to  abfurdities.  However, 
this  is  what  we  fee  done  every  day,  and  more 
efpecially  in  matters  of  religion.  Mankind  are 
afraid  of  exerting  their  realbn,  where  it  ought 
to  be  exerted  moft  j  and  where  a  timid  furren- 
der  thereof  too  evidently  denotes  thofe  unworthy 
ideas  which  we  entertain  of  the  majefty  of  Heaven. 
But  human  nature  is  always  for  running  into  ex- 
tremes. Either  a  man  will  believe  nothing  at  all 
of  Chriftianity,  or  he  will  believe  more  than  he 
ought  to  do.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  quite  of 
opinion,  that  the  doctrine  of  election,  carried  be- 
yond the  boundaries  which  Mr.  E— -  hath  ex- 
plained, is  productive  of  the  worft  of  evils. 
When  adopted  by  honeft  minds,  it  generally  ter- 
minates in  defpair— -  When  adopted  by  knavifh 
minds,  it  leads  to  every  thing  deftrudtive  of  worth 
and  virtue;  and  gives  the  profeflbrs  of  thefe  pre- 
deftinarian  tenets,  opportunities  of  perfuading  the 
greateft  rafcals  upon  earth  that  they  are  in  a  ftate- 
of  folvation. 


Dear 
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Dear  Sir, 

A  GENTLEMAN  told  me  yefterday, 
that  a  captain  •  "  •  •  was  the  prefent  gallant  of  a 
pretty  woman  whom  you  and  I  know. 

This  morning,  at  five  o'clock,  I  was  ruminat- 
ing upon  the  above-mentioned  intelligence ;  and 
was  thinking  on  the  fenfations  which  muft  un- 
avoidably arife  in  the  mind  of  a  perfon  who  was 
hourly  acting  contrary  to  her  own  convictions, 
if  a  perfon  religioufly  educated,  and  of  infirm 
health,  (which  are  circumftances  that  cannot  fail 
of  aggravating  the  erroj,  and  even  of  imbittering 
the  pleafure  of  fenfual  gratifications.)  The  former 
is  a  fource  of  horror,  the  latter  a  fource  of  fear. 
If  fuch  a  breaft  appears  the  object  of  deteftation 
to  a  virtuous  mind,  it  muft  likewife  appear  the 
object  of  pity  to  a  compafiionate  mind.  As  Dr, 
Tillotfon  fomewhere  fays,  error  is  endlefs,  and 
he  who  gets  once  into  a  wrong  path,  can  hardly 
ever  find  his  way  afterward  into  the  right  road. 
Hence,  how  emphatical  is  that  claufe  in  the 
prayer  of  our  Lord — "  Lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
,*  tionj  but  deliver  us  from  evil  !" 


O  3  Dear 
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Dear  Sir, 

HAVE  you  read  Dr.  Chandler's  Defence 
of  David's  character  ?  I  am  fetting  about  to  read 
it,  and  dare  fay  that  I  fliall  be  highly  pleafed  with 
the  perufal.  I  have  already  dipt  into  the  book, 
and,  by  a  curfory  infpe&ion,  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve the  reviler  of  the  Hebrew  monarch  is  a  mere 
baby  in  point  of  learning,  when  compared  to  the 
champion  who  efpoufes  David's  caufe,  But,  all 
religious  views  and  points  of  erudition  fet  afide, 
the  hiftorian  betrays  great  want  of  ingenuity  and 
candour,  a  defect  that  is  hardly  pardonable  in  any 
biographer,  and  perhaps  altogether  inexcufable, 
when  complicated  with  acrimony  and  malevolence. 
However,  I  fliall  take  my  leave  of  the  difputants 
for  the  prefent,  and  conclude  my  converfation 
with  offering  you  an  obfervation  I  have  fre- 
quently made,  in  my  retired  hours,  upon  the  more 
faulty  parts  of  David's  conduct ;  and  upon  thofe 
authors  who  take  a  fecret  pride  and  pleafure  in 
Tapping  the  foundations  of  revealed  religion.  The 
grofleft  of  all  the  crimes  which  the  Pfahnift  com- 
mitted, were  the  murder  of  Uriah,  and  the  adul- 
tery that  followed ;  or  the  infamous  and  adulterous 
paflion,  which  prompted  the  royal  delinquent  to 
fet  a  brave  foldier  and  faithful  fubjecl:  at  the  head 
of  the  battle,  with  the  bafe  and  wicked  view  of  his 

deftruction. 
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deftruftion.  The  fact  is  obvious,  and  will  not 
admit  one  fingle  circumftance  to  palliate  the  guilt. 
But,  if  the  crime  was  fuperlatively  foul,  was  not 
the  repentance  of  the  criminal  moft  exemplarily 
great  ?  What  bitter  agonies  of  foul  did  the  gra- 
tification of  his  pafiion  coft  him  !  If  any  man  in 
the  prefent  times  fhould  commit  an  atrocious  ac- 
tion, in  no  refpect  inferior  to  the  fin  of  the  fon  of 
Jefle,  and  fhould  afterwards  be  broken  upon  the 
wheel  for  his  wickednefs,  and  be  left  to  expire  in 
the  moft  excruciating  torments  j  mould  we  not  fay, 
that  the  unhappy  wretch  had  expiated  his  guilt  by 
the  feverity  of  his  fufferings  ?  and,  would  not 
common  humanity  reftrain  us  from  all  additional 
invectives,  or  profecutions  of  his  memory  ?  In 
what  degree  was  David's  punimment  beneath  the 
execution  now  mentioned? — But  my  inference 
from  this  record  of  hiftory  is,  in  my  humble  opi- 
nion, a  moft  important  and  a  moft  comfortable 
conclufion.  I  mean,  that  the  royal  penitent  hath 
exhibited,  in  his  own  example,  one  of  the  ftrong- 
cft  proofs  imaginable  of  the  power  and  force  of 
repentance,  to  reinftate  us  in  the  favour  and 
friendfhip  of  Almighty  God,  although  our  offences 
mould,  in  their  complexion,  emulate  the  fcarlet, 
or  in  their  multitude,  the  fands  of  the  more  j  for 
the  aggravations  of  David's  iniquities  were  doubt- 
lefs  very  numerous.  It  is  very  true,  that  the 
O  4  Scripture's 
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Scriptures  in  general  reprefent  the  majefty  of 
Heaven  as  extending  his  moft  gracious  pardon  and 
companion  to  all  fmcere  penitents,  be  their  paft 
iniquities  ever  fo  many  or  ever  fo  inflamed :  but 
it  muft  alfo  be  remarked,  that  when  the  human 
mind  labours  under  guilt  of  the  deepeft  dye,  the 
offender  cannot  apply  general  promifes  to  the 
purpofes  of  confolation.  You  muft  produce  a  cafe 
in  point,  as  the  lawyers  term  it,  before  the  wound- 
ed conference  can  feel  any  remiffion  of  its  tortures. 
The  inftances,  therefore,  of  David's  wickednefs^ 
and  of  David's  repentance,  is  a  fcriptural  chro- 
nicle of  ineftimable  value,  and  ought  to  be  ac- 
knowledged and  received  by  us  with  gratitude  and 
tranfport.  For,  though  we  be  not  all  murderers, 
yet  the  beft  of  us  are  grievous  offenders. 

I  fhould  proceed  to  my  ftricture  upon  thofe 
writers  who  pleafe  and  pride  themfelves  in  de- 
ftroying,to  the  beft  of  their  abilities,  the  funda- 
mentals of  revelation;  but,  as  I  have  already  de- 
tained you  longer  than  I  intended  to  do,  I  will 
not  trefpafs  on  your  time  and  patience  any 
further. 


INDEED,  my  dear  Doctor,  I  am  pleafed 
with  your  commendations.  It  is  natural  for  the 
heart  of  man  to  take  delight  in  the  applaufes  of 

a  friend. 
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ai  friend.  Since  you  intimate  that  you  fiiall  reft 
fatisfied  with  the  account  I  have  given  you  of 
Dr.  Chandler's  book,  without  perufing  it  your- 
felf,  I  fancy  that  I  fhall  conciliate  your  further 
good  opinion,  and  furnifli  you  with  an  agreeable 
entertainment,  by  expatiating  upon  the  fubjeel:  of 
my  laft.  However,  it  may  be  neceflary  to  pre- 
face, that  I  had  not  time  to  read  the  Dolor's 
performance  with  that  care  it  deferved ;  that  the 
book  being  a  fociety  volume,  I  was  obliged  to 
fend  it  away  at  a  prefixed  time  ;  and  that,  for  thefe 
reafons,  the  fubfequent  narrative  will  probably 
abound  with  thofe  defects,  which  ufually  arife 
from  an  imperfect  attention,  and  defective  memory. 
I  fhall  introduce  my  converfation  with  obferving, 
that  the  hiftorian  is  a  Goliah  in  impudence  and 
infidelity.  He  calls  David  a  thief,  a  cut-throat, 
and  profligate  libertine.  Shocking  invectives, 
truly  !  efpecially  to  the  ear  of  a  Chriftian,  who 
knows  that  the  Mefliah,  in  his  generation  after 
the  fiefli,  fprang  from  the  loins  of  the  fon  of  JefTe. 
The  impious  author,  juft  mentioned,  diverts 
himfelf  mightily  with  that  exprefiion  in  fccred 
writ,  of  the  man  after  God's  own  heart-,  where- 
fore Dr.  Chandler  properly  begins  his  work  with 
examining  into  the  true  nature  and  import  of  this 
phrafe  j  and,  with  candor  and  juftice,  deduces  the 

true 
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true  meaning  of  it  from  the  context  of  the  words. 
Saul  had  received  a  pofitive  command  from 
God,  by  the  prophet  Samuel,  to  finite  Amalek, 
and  utterly  deftroy  man,  woman,  infant,  fuckling, 
ox,  fheep,  camels,  and  affes  ;  but  Saul,  through  a 
fpirit  of  rebellion  and  avarice,  fpared  the  king  of 
the  Amalekites,  and  deftroyed  only  what  was 
vile  and  refufe.  God  was  offended  at  this  contu- 
macy, covetoufnefs,  and  prevarication,  expreffes 
the  guilt  thereof  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and  de- 
nounces the  rejection  of  Saul  from  the  throne  of 
Ifrael.  But  it  muft  be  obferved,  that,  prior  to 
this  period,  Saul  had  hcinoufly  tranfgrefTed,  by  fa- 
crificing  at  Gilgal  before  the  arrival  of  Samuel. 
The  prophet  had  exprefsly  told  Saul  to  tarry  there 
till  be  Jfjould  come  to  him,  and  Jhcw  him  what  he 
fbould  do;  but  Saul  difobeyed  the  prophet's  order, 
and  offered  facrifice  without  the  afliftance  or  di- 
rection of  Samuel.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  king 
tarried  feven  days,  according  to  the  fet  time  that 
Samuel  had  appointed ;  but  he  did  not  tarry  TILL 
THE  PROPHET  CAME;  and  although  he  had  wait- 
ed according  to  the  fet  t'une^  refpecling  the  num- 
ber of  days,  yet  it  is  plain  that  he  did  not  tarry 
to  the  expiration  of  this  period;  becaufe  the  text 
fays,  that  "  as  foon  as  Saul  had  made  an  end  of 
*'  offering  the  burnt-offering,  behold  Samuel 
«;  "  came." 
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**  came."  Then  follows  the  pafTage  with  which 
the  hiftorian  fo  mightily  fports  himfelf.— «  And 
"  Samuel  faid  to  Saul,  Thou  haft  done  foolifhly. 
"  Thou  haft  not  kept  the  commandment  of  the 
"  Lord  thy  God,  which  he  commanded  thee: 
«  for  now  would  the  Lord  have  eftabliflied  thy 
"  kingdom  upon  Ifrael  for  ever.  But  now  thy 
"  kingdom  (hall  not  continue;  the  Lord  hath 
"  fought  him  a  man  after  his  own  heart,  &c." 
that  is,  fays  Dr.  Chandler,  a  man  who  'will  obey 
the  voice  of  God  by  his  prophets,  and  execute 
the  commands  of  the  Almighty.  The  Doctor's 
antagonift  affirms,  that  the  expreffion  after  his 
own  hearty  denotes  the  height  of  purity.  But,  as  Dr. 
Chandler  very  learnedly  and  judicioufly  obferves, 
thefe  words  do  not  relate  to  David's  moral  cha- 
racter. They  imply  no  more,  than  that  Saul's 
fuccefTor  ftiould  act  anfwerably  (in  his  regal  ca- 
pacity, and  in  his  province  of  captain  general  over 
the  armies  of  Ifrael)  to  the  directions  and  com- 
mands of  God.  Although  Saul  was  elected 
king,  neverthelefs  it  is  evident,  that  God  ftill 
maintained  his  royal  prerogative,  and  that  the 
elected  monarch  was  no  more  than  God's  vice- 
gerent. Hence  the  Almighty  commanded  Saul  to 
apply  to,  and  to  be  directed  in  his  conduct  by,  the 
prophet  Samuel. 

That 
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That  Dr.  Chandler's  explication  of  the  phrafe 
is  the  genuine  meaning,  appears  likewife  from  St. 
Paul's  ufe  of  this  expreflion  in  the  Acts  :  "  I  have 
*'  found  David,  the  fon  of  Jefie,  a  man  after  my 

"  own  heart,  zvhifb  jb  all  fulfil  all  my  will" 1 

have  faid,  that  God  commanded  Saul  to  apply  to 
Samuel,  &c.  ;  but  I  do  not  mean  an  exprefs  decla- 
ration of  fuch  an  order j  but  that  the  duty  of  fuch 
an  application  is  abundantly  fuggefted  by  the 
whole  of  this  fcriptural  hiftory.  And  this  truth  is 
confirmed  by  Saul's  opinion  and  belief  of  Samuel 
as  a  prophet  from  the  Lord  ;  and  by  the  anxiety  he 
fufrained,  when  Samuel  refufed  all  further  iater- 
courfe  with  him ;  and  by  the  defpair  of  Saul,  when 
V-  the  Lord  anfwered  him  not,  neither  by  dreams, 
"  nor  by  Urim,  nor  by  the  prophets." 

But,  after  all,  I  muft  ingenuoufly  own,  that 
there  feems  a  little  obfcurity  refting  upon  thofe 
texts,  which  fpeak  of  Saul's  rejection.  I  am  now 
refening  to  Saul's  offering  facrifice  at  Gilgal. 
The  Philiftines  had  gotten  together  a  very  great 
army,  wherewith  they  were  to  attack  the  Ifraelites. 
The  ftrength  and  number  of  the  enemy  are  particu- 
larly fpecifiedj  thirty  thoufand  chariots,  fix  thoufand 
cavalry,  and  infantry  as  the  fands  on  the  fea-fhore  in 
multitude.  Saul's  forces  were  fo  difmayed  at  the 
fight  hereof,  that  they  deferted  almoft  to  a  man, 

and 
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and  fied  to  caves,  thickets,  rocks,  mountains,  and 
vales,  for  their  own  fecurity.  The  few  that  were 
about  Saul's  perfon,  trembled  exceedingly  at  the 
deftruction  they  were  threatened  with.  Their 
king,  doubtlefs,  was  alfo  extremely  alarmed.  He 
appeared  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Samuel  with  all  the 
impatience  of  defire.  The  prophet  did  not  reach 
Gilgal  till  towards  the  termination  of  the  time 
that  was  appointed.  Under  thefe  great  perils,  dif- 
ficulties, and  difappointments,  Saul  haftened  to 
perform  the  facred  rites  of  facrifke  ;  and  urges,  in 
defence  of  his  doing  fo  without  Samuel's  prefence, 
three  arguments,  which  appear  at  firft  fight  fuffi- 
cient  to  juftify  him,  or  at  leaft  to  mitigate  his  fault. 
Thefe  three  motives  were,  the  deflruclion  of  his 
troops,  the  delay  of  the  prophet,  and  the  formidable 
hoft  of  the  Philiftines.  Afterwards  he  fubjoins  a 
fourth,  which  implied  the  expediency  of  facrifice 
to  render  the  Deity  propitious  to  him,  and  the  ne- 
cefiity  he  was  under  to  confult  this  only  method  of 
fafety.  Whence  then  came  it  about,  that  Samuel 
paft  fo  fevere  a  cenfure  upon  this  behaviour  of 
Saul,  and  denounced  fo  terrible  a  punimrnent  as 
the  removal  of  him  and  his  family  from  the 
throne  ?  The  Doctor,  as  I  have  already  hinted, 
condemns  Saul  for  not  waiting  the  arrival  of  Sa- 
muel at  Gilgal,  and  imputes  his  offering  burnt- 
offerings  to  a  proud  fupercilious  difpofition,  which 

prompted 
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prompted  him  to  fet  himfelf  above  the  prophets  of 
the  Lord,  and  to  act  as  arbitrarily  in  religious 
matters,  as  he  was  inclined  to  act  in  military  and 
civil  affairs.  Nor  muft  it  be  denied.,  that  Saul's 
after-conduct  feems  to  ftrengthen  the  Doctor's 
fentiments.  However,  if  Saul's  own  words  may 
be  admitted,  and  his  plea  fuppofed  to  be  genuine, 
then  his  fault  appears  rather  to  confift  in  his  dif- 
truft  of  God's  power  to  deliver  him  from  his  nu- 
merous adverfaries,  than  in  a  magisterial  contempt 
of  the  prophet  of  the  Lord.  But  the  degree  of 
this  crime,  in  Saul's  cafe,  mould  feem  very  great, 
when  we  confider  the  extraordinary  interpofition 
of  God  in  the  exaltation  of  Saul  to  the  throne  of 
Jfrael ;  the  change  of  heart  which  Samuel  foretold, 
and  which  properly  Saul  felt  to  be  fulfilled  in  him- 
felf; together  with  the  completion  of  many  other 
predictions,  which  Samuel  had  mentioned  to  him, 
and  which  pointed  out,  beyond  the  poflibility  of  a 
doubt,  that  God  was  with  himy  and  would  be  for 
him,  under  all  difficulties  and  diftrefles  whatever, 
provided  he  placed  his  whole  truft  and  confidence 
in  that  Being  who  had  fo  fignally  appeared  in  his 
favour.  But  this  ftricture  I  only  mention  enpaffant) 
and  repofe  no  weight  upon  it.  In  my  next,  I  mall 
reafTume  the  defence  of  David ;  or,  to  fpeak  more 
properly,  Dr,  Chandler's  defence  of  Jefle's  fon. 

I  PER- 
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I  PERFECTLY  coincide  with  you,  my 
dear  Doctor,  in  fentiments  touching  revealed  reli- 
gion. It  is  undoubtedly  matter  of  great  furprife, 
that  the  generality  of  men  fhould  be  difpofed  to 
quarrel  with  a  fyftem,  which  is  fo  evidently  calcu- 
lated to  procure  peace  in  this  world,  and  everlaft- 
ing  happinefs  in  the  next.  What  would  the  com- 
munity think  of  that  man,  who  fhould  produce 
writings  (wherein  he  was  allured  of  a  large  eftate 
in  reverfion)  to  the  captious  infpeclion  of  malevo- 
lent men,  and  be  pleafed  with  the  imaginary  flaws 
which  they  difcovered  in  his  title  to  fuch  an  impor- 
tant eftate  ?  But  the  moft  unaccountable  of  the 
fpecies  are  they  who  are  truly  moral  men,  and  yet 
fet  themfelves  in  oppofition  to  Chriftianity.  The 
common  herd  of  mankind  is  againft  religion,  be- 
caufe  religion  is  againft  them.  Their  hatred  to 
facred  truths  proceeds  from  their  apprehenfions  of 
the  vengeance  which  which  will  follow  upon  their 
lewd  and  riotous  courfes.  However,  this  is  not 
the  cafe  with  the  moral  Deifts.  Their  conduct  is 
far  more  unaccountable.  When  we  have  room  to 
believe,  that  their  behaviour  proceeds  from  ill- 
grounded  prejudices,  the  infection  of  bad  com- 
pany, and  the  bias  of  habit  and  cuftom,  we  are 
ready  to  hope,  from  the  influences  of  our  good- 
nature, that  by  and  by  they  will  fee  their  error, 
and  retract  all  their  former  tenets  ;  or  at  leaft  that 

they 
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they  will  drop  all  acrimony  againft  fo  benevolent 
a  fyftem.  But,  not  to  detain  you  any  longer  with 
fuch  an  unneccflary  harangue,  I  fhall  now  proceed 
to  my  former  fubjecl:. — Dr.  Chandler,  as  I  have 
already  obferved  to  you,  hath  greatly  the  advantage 
over  the  wicked  hiftorian  in  point  of  erudition  and 
argument.  Whatever  difficulties  there  maybe  in 
the  abridgment  of  David's  life,  (and  doubtlefs 
there  are  fome  difficulties  in  the  facred  narrative) 
yet  moft  certainly  they  are  not  of  fuch  weight  as 
to  juftify  a  thorough  difbelief  of  the  worthy  part  of 
David's  character,  much  lefs  to  juftify  raillery  and 
invectives  againft  the  obfcure  circumftances  of 
many  texts.  'Tis  plain,  beyond  difpute,  that 
many  paflages  are  falfely  translated,  many  are  of 
doubtful  fignification,  even  in  the  original  He- 
brew, and  there  are  many  prohibitions,  poiitive 
commands,  and  particular  cuftoms  and  ufages,  all 
which,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  appear  dark  and  in- 
explicable to  us.  But  thefe  objections  are  only 
fuch  as  may  be  urged  againft  all  ancient  hiftories 
almoft,  efpecially  againft  fhort  compendiums,  or 
general  abftracls,  the  defign  whereof  is  only  to 
exhibit  the  grand  outlines,  or  characteriftical 
marks  of  perfons  and  things.  The  Doctor's  an- 
tagonift  appears  fenfible  of  this  truth,  by  his  pitiful 
fubterfuges,  in  having  recourfe  to  palpable  falf- 
hoods,  that  he  might  fill  up  the  picture  with  fuch 

colours 


t)R.  COTTON'S  LETTERS.    209 

colours  as  he  thought  moft  conducive  to  his  own 
purpofes.  For  inftance,  he  fays,  that  the  Jews  were 
violently  bigotted  to  their  priefts,  and  were  ever 
ready  to  execute  what  the  ecclefiaftics  and  the  pre- 
tended prophets  dictated  to  them.  Upon  this  af- 
fertion  he  proceeds  to  infmuate,  that  David  car- 
ried his  caufe  by  fecuring  the  priefthood  in  his 
intereft. — But,  as  the  Doctor  juftly  notices,  there 
were  no  people  under  the  heavens  more  reftive 
and  rebellious  than  the  Jews  in  matters  relative  to 
religion*  They  were  fo  far  from  repofmg  an  im- 
plicit faith  in  what  their  facred  teachers  taught, 
that  they  were  continually  running  counter  to 
their  doctrines,  and  falling  into  idolatry.  'Tis 
humorous  enough  to  fee  what  contradictory  argu- 
ments the  Deifts  make  ufe  of  to  fupport  their 
caufe.  I  remember  Lord  Shaftefbury  argues  di- 
rectly contrary  to  the  hiftorian;  for  his  Lord- 
fhip,  who  wounds  religion  through  the  fides  of 
the  Jews,  reprefents  this  nation  as  gloomy,  ftub- 
born,  and  refractory  to  their  priefts,  And  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  this  was  too  much  their  dilpofi- 
tion.  The  hiftorian,  who  abfurdly  maintains 
that  Samuel's  anointing  of  Saul  was  all  a  juggle 
between  them,  (a  point  that  the  prophet  and  Saul 
had  fettled  beforehand)  cannot,  methinks,  with  a 
grave  face,  continue  at  leaft  to  believe,  that  the 
authority  of  the  priefthood  prevailed  powerfully 
VOL.  II.  P  over 
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over  king  and  people,  when  Saul  moft  inhumanly 
butchered  in  one  day  fourfcore  and  five  perfons 
who  wore  a  linen  ephod  ;  and  fmote  all  the  city  of 
the  priefts  with  the  edge  of  the  fword,  extending 
his  maflacre  not  to  the  men  only,  but  alfo  to  de- 
fencelefs  women  and  tender  fucldings,  nay,  to  the 
very  brute  part  of  the  city,  oxen,  aflesT  and  fheep. 
A  (hrewd  fign  indeed  of  Saul's  being  prieft-rid  \ 
Indifputably,  the  account  given  of  the  Jews  in  the 
Old  Teftament,  from  the  beginning  almoft  to  the 
end  of  it,  abundantly  demonftrates,  that  neither 
they  nor  their  monarchs  were  fwayed  by  priefts  OF 
prophets.  Oh  !  what  a  bitter  charge  did  our 
blefTed  Lord  bring  againft  this  obftinate  and  cruel 
people  !  "  Thou  that  kllleft  tie  prophets  and 
"Jlonejt  them  that  are  fent  unto  thec"  &c.  The 
preceding  verfes  of  this  chapter  are  very  explicit 
upon  this  melancholy  fubje£L 

But  to  go  on.— The  biftorian  breaks  all  bounds 
of  decency  in  his  comment  upon  David's  recep- 
tion of  Abigail.  He  tells  you,  that  David,  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  banditti,  was  for  putting  an 
old  farmer  under  contribution.  That  the  poor 
man  grew  furly  at  the  unreafonabfe  demand  of 
this  freebooter,  and  juftly  with- held  from  him  what 
was  demanded.  That  Abigail,  hearing  of  David's 
refentment,  fet  forward  as  foon  as  (he  could  to 
meet  him,and^  expofing  her  charms,  fpee&ly  fub- 

dued 
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dued  the  wrath  of  the  amorous  hero.  This  inter- 
view furnifhes  the  hiftorian  with  more  than  luf- 
cious  fuggeftions ;  for  he  hath  the  impudence  to 
fay,  that  when  Nabal  heard  ^'hat  was  the  price  of 
the  reconciliation,  the  cuckold  broke  his  heart, 
and  died  a  few  days  afterward.  To  prove  this 
wicked  allegation,  he  lays  a  mighty  ftrefs  upon 
thofe  particular  words,  "  accepted  thy  perfon  j" 
which  are  printed  in  capitals  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion, and  provoke  the  fneers  of  the  reader.  But 
the  impious  witling,  by  his  utter  ignorance  of  the 
Hebrew  tongue,  hath  rendered  himfelf  an  eafy 
conqucft  to  the  Do6r.orj  who,  you  may  be  fure, 
would  not  be  fparing  in  his  chaftifements  upon 
this  occafion.  It  feems  this  phrafe,  "  Accepted 
"  thy  perfon,"  occurs  in  other  parts  of  fcripture; 
and  the  words  literally  translated  run  thus  j  "  I  have 
"  received  and  accepted  thy  faces."  Thefe  very 
words  are  ufed  by  the  angel  to  Lot,  (Gen.  xix. 
21,)  implying,  "  I  have  granted  thy  requeft." 
So  it  is  likewife  faid,  that  God  accepted  Job — in 
the  original,  "  the  face  or  faces  of  Job ;"  that  is, 
was  gracious  and  favourable  to  him.  Again,  (fee 
Proverbs  vi.  35)  "  He  will  not  regard  any  ran- 
«  fom" — the  Hebrew  phrafe  is,  "  he  will  not  ac- 
"  cept  the  face  of  any  ranfom ;"  meaning,  he  will 
not  efteem  or  accept  any  propitiation  as  a  ranfom. 
Whence  it  follows,  that  where  our  tranflation  fays, 
P  2  "  David 
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"  David  accepted  the  perfon  of  Abigail,"  thefenfe 
isy  that  he  granted  her  requeft,  and,  upon  her 
interpofition,  would  not  revenge  himfelf  upon 
Nabal.  Thus  all  the  hiftorian's  levity  and  mirth 
vanifh  into  fmoke,  and  prove  his  head  as  weak  as 
his  heart  is  bad. — However,  this  tranfaclion  in 
David's  life  feems  not  altogether  juftifiable  in 
every  part.  Perhaps  the  whole  of  this  ftory  hath 
not  been  handed  down  to  us.  All  we  can  learn 
at  prefent  is  this,  that  David  and  his  retinue  care- 
fully forbore  to  injure  Nabal  in  his  property,  at  a 
period  when  it  was  in  their  power  to  have  ftript 
him  of  all  that  he  had.  NabaPs  own  fervants 
bore  teftimony  to  this  truth — Nay,  they  went  fur- 
ther, and  declared  to  their  miftrefs,  that  David 
had  employed  his  little  army  in  protecting  Nabal's 
flocks,  and  the  fhepherds  that  tended  them.  The 
expreflion  ufed  on  this  occafion  is  very  ftrong. 
"  They  were  a  wall  to  us  both  by  night  and  by 
"  day."  After  {hewing  fuch  clemency,  and  do- 
Ing  fuch  a  kind  office,  David  might  doubtfefs  have 
reafonably  expected,  that  Nabal  fhould  have  af- 
fifted  him  in  his  wants,  and  not  have  returned  a 
brutal  denial,  accompanied  with  invective  and 
abufe.  But  at  the  fame  time  it  murt  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  David  kindled  into  a  faulty  refentment, 
when  he  determined,  not  the  death  only  of  Nabal, 
but  the  death  likewife  of  every  male  belonging  to 

his 
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his  family.  This  was  a  (hocking  refolve,  and, 
had  he  executed  it,  we  muft  have  held  fuch  an 
action  in  the  utmoft  abhorrence.  Indeed  David 
himfelf  appeared  fenilble  of  its  guilt,  by  his  ex- 
preffions  of  gratitude  to  God  for  reftraining  him 
from  fhedding  blood,  and  avenging  himfelf  with 
his  own  hand.  This  hafty  and  cruel  purpofe  of 
David  cannot  be  defended.  But  although  we 
allow  it  to  be  ever  fo  bad,  I  doubt  we  (hall  find 
it  a  fally  of  paffion  too  natural  to  the  common  de- 
pravity of  the  human  heart ;  and  it  is  well  if  many, 
who  condemn  this  extravagant  warmth  in  David, 
can  clear  themfelves  from  the  imputation  of  im- 
moderate anger,  even  under  trifling  provocations. 

However,  without  an  attempt  to  extenuate  this 
rafb  determination,  but  leaving  it  to  ftruggle 
with  its  own  guilt,  I  cannot  fee  that  the  main 
of  a  man's  character  is  to  be  decided  by  ftarts  of 
temerity  and  refentment.  What  would  the  hifto- 
rian  fay,  if  his  thoughts  and  refolutions  were  to 
be  weighed  in  the  balance  of  impartial  rectitude  ? 
David  had  his  failings,  and  very  great  failings  too ; 
but  it  is  likewife  to  be  taken  into  the  account, 
that  he  had  very  great  excellencies.  Of  the  two 
favourites  who  Hand  upon  record  for  the  pre- 
eminence of  their  characters,  and  who  were  re- 
markably diftinguifhed  by  God,  in  their  being  ex- 
empted from  death,  what  fays  St.  James,  particu- 
P  3  larly 
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larly  of  one  of  them  ?  "  That  he  was  a  man  fub- 
"  ject  to  like  paflions  as  we  are."  Now,  it  muft: 
be  owned,  that  David  laboured,  in  common  with 
the  reft  of  the  fpecies,  under  the  paflions,  frailties, 
and  defects  of  human  nature.  He  was  conquered 
by  the  prevalence  of  temptations,  and  the  corrup- 
tion of  his  own  heart.  But  againft  the  enormity 
of  his  crimes,  fet  down  the  anguim  of  his  foul,  and 
the  fincerity  of  his  repentance  j  his  zeal  for  the 
worfhip  of  the  true  God,  the  fervour  of  his  devo- 
tion, and  the  frequency  of  his  prayers ;  in  a  word, 
balance  the  excellencies  of  the  faint  againft  the 
excefles  of  the  fmner,  and  David  will  be  found 
to  have  attained  that  perfection  of  penitence, 
which  is  couched  in  that  gracious  declaration  of 
our  Lord,  "  That  joy  {hall  be  in  heaven  over 
«c  one  finner  that  repenteth,  more  than  over 
"  ninety  and  nine  juft  perfons  which  need  no  re- 
<c  pe'ntance." 

But  it  is  high  time  for  me  to  difmifs  you.  In- 
deed, my  dear  Doctor,  when  I  firft  undertook  to 
give  you  a  fpecimen  of  Chandler's  performances, 
I  never  thought  I  fhould  have  protracted  my  con- 
verfation  to  fuch  an  unreafonable  length.  How- 
ever, I  muft  crave  your  patience  for  one  long 
letter  more  upon  this  fubject,  which  I  defign 
fhall  compleat  all  I  have  to  fay  upon  it.  By  and 
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by  my  children  will  be  at  home,  and  their  little  im- 
pertinences will  be  your  fec.urity  againft  prolix 
epiftles. 


Dear  Sir, 

THE  account  which  the  Old  Teftamcut 
gives  of  David's  actions  ought  to  be  confidered  by 
us  as  a  very  fmall  abridgment  Had  a  fuller  hif- 
tory  been  neceflary,  undoubtedly  we  had  been  fa- 
voured with  it.  But  whatever  obfcurity  may  reft 
upon  fome  part  of  David's  conduct,  yet  it  is  plain, 
that  thofe  parts  of  it,  which  immediately  relate  to 
our  edification  and  comfort,  are  abundantly  expli- 
jcit.  What  referred  to  his  regal  capacity  can  af- 
fect us  but  very  remotely.  We  are  chiefly  in- 
terefted  in  thofe  tranfactions,  that  reprefent  him  as 
a  great  fmner  and  a  great  penitent.  This  hint 
leads  me  to  reflections  upon  his  crimes  of  murder 
and  adultery ;  the  former  was  the  confequence  of 
the  latter.  Dr.  Chandler,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
hath  not  difplayed  his  ufual  candour  and  ftrength 
of  argument,  in  his  criticifm  upon  this  fubject. 
In  truth,  what  he  advances,  in  order  to  foften  the 
king's  guilt,  favours  of  a  puerility.  The  actions 
are  deteftable,  and  cannot  admit  of  any  palliation 
whatever.  Indeed  they  are  additionally  heinous, 
P  4  when 
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when  we  confider  that  great  and  illuftrious  officer 
to  whom  the  injuries  were  offered.  There  is 
fomething  fo  manly  and  heroical  in  Uriah's  refuf- 
ing  to  pafs  the  night  in  dalliance  with  his  wife, 
while  his  fellow  foldiers  lay  encamped  in  the  open 
fields,  that  we  cannot  read  this  paflage,  without  the 
higheft  admiration  at  his  triumph  over  fenfe  and 
paflion.  On  the  other  hand,  we  cannot,  without 
grief  and  abhorrence,  behold  David  practifmg  the 
moft  mameful  artifices  to  defeat  the  refolution  and 
virtue  of  his  general.  The  Scripture  declares, 
that  David  even  attempted  to  inflame  Uriah  by  in- 
temperance. But,  notwithftanding  the  temptation 
fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  occafion  drunkennefs,  yet 
the  fumes  of  wine  could  not  get  the  better  of  the 
foldier's  refolve  j  for  it  is  exprefsly  faid,  that  "  he 
"  went  not  to  his  own  houfe."  David  was  cha- 
grined at  this  difappointment ;  wherefore,  being 
partly  agitated  by  anger,  and  partly  by  fear  of 
Bathfheba's  pregnancy  making  a  difcovery  of  his 
crime,  he  determined  at  all  events  to  deftroy  the 
hufband.  The  method  he  purfued  appears  to  be 
peculiarly  bafe.  David,  confcious  of  the  valour 
and  intrepidity  of  this  faithful  Hittite,  meditates  a 
fcheme,  whereby  the  excellent  talents  of  that  glo- 
rious general  mould  work  the  means  of  his  de- 
ftruiStion.  His  royal  mafter  knew  very  well,  that 
if  he  was  placed  in  the  front  of  the  battle,  the 

degree 
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degree  of  danger  would  furnifh  frefh  acceffions 
of  courage,  and  difpofe  him  to  fuch  exertions  of 
military  prowefs,  as  could  hardly  fail  to  prove 
the  ruin  of  that  heart  wherein  the  moft  illuftri- 
ous  qualities  were  centered.  However,  David  was 
determined,  that  if  there  was  any  thing  farther  to 
be  done,  which  could  enfure  the  death  of  Uriah,  it 
fliould  by  no  means  be  omitted.  Guilt  fuggefted, 
that  there  might  be  a  bare  poffibility  of  Uriah's 
efcaping  destruction,  by  the  afliftance  and  bravery  of 
his  own  troops.  Wherefore  David  fent  a  pofitive 
command  to  Joab,  that  when  he  faw  Uriah  enga,- 
ged  in  the  hotteft  of  the  battle,  he  fhould  order  the 
forces  of  the  Ifraelites  to  fall  back,  and  refign 
their  leader  to  the  vengeance  of  the  enemy. — This 
is  a  true  and  genuine  detail  of  the  aggravated 
circumftances  of  this  dreadful  murder ;  and,  who- 
ever reads  the  melancholy  page,  from  which  die 
above-mentioned  particulars  are  drawn,  muft  ac- 
knowledge, that  the  facred  penman  hath  not  made 
the  lead  attempt  to  palliate  the  enormities  of  Da- 
vid's tranfgreflion.  Why  then  fhould  Dr.  Chand- 
ler fay,  that  the  royal  delinquent  difcovered  a 
greatnefs  of  mind  in  the  very  method  which  he  had 
planned  for  the  death  of  his  general  ?  The  Doc- 
tor intimates,  that  David  could  have  difpatched 
Uriah  by  private  aflaflination ;  but  choie  that,  as 
he  was  a  foldicr,  he  fhould  fall  in  the  bed  of  ho- 
nour, 
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nour,  fighting  for  his  country.  Surely  this  re- 
fource  is  a  pitiful  fubterfuge,  and  reflects  double 
infamy  upon  the  head  of  the  monarch.  For  where 
is  the  honour  of  a  fcheme,  founded  in  adultery, 
and  carried  into  execution  by  craft  and  diflimula- 
tjon  ?  Since  the  death  of  Uriah  was  a  point  deter  '• 
mined,  was  not  the  guilt  of  this  murder  enhanced 
by  the  fraud  and  prevarication  of  the  author  there- 
of? Nay,  private  aflaffination  had,  in  all  probability, 
been  a  more  eligible  method  of  death.  For  a  fingle 
thruft  of  a  poniard  was  fufficient  to  preclude  all 
future  complaints  of  the  injured  hufband.  The 
end  could  have  been  anfwered  by  a  fingle  blow ; 
whereas  the  expofure  of  this  truly  great  man  to 
the  arrows  and  fwords  of  a  whole  army,  render- 
ed him  obnoxious  to  a  multitude  of  wounds  ;  and 
thereby  fuperadded  the  charge  of  cruelty  to 
the  other  crimes  of  David.  I  will  not  take 
upon  me  to  prove,  that  the  king  was  aware  of 
thefe  circumftances  of  pain  and  fuffering,  be- 
caufe  the  fcripture  is  filent  about  them.  But  I 
will  venture  to  affirm,  that  fuch  a  reflection  was 
very  natural,  and  could  only  have  been  over-ruled 
and  flifled  by  the  fears,  hurries,  and  anxieties  of 
a  guilty  mind.  Nor  can  I  quit  this  fubjecl:  with- 
put  noticing  the  inhumanity  of  David's  appointing 
Uriah  to  carry  the  letter,  which  contained  the 
warrant  for  his  deftru&ion.  Muft  not  the  king 

appear 
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appear  a  moft  fhocking  example  of  perfidy,  cru-» 
city,  and  folly,  in  the  eyes  of  Joab,  when  he  com- 
manded him  to  confign  Uriah  over  to  certain 
death,  without  exhibiting  the  fmalleft  accufation 
againft  this  devoted  victim  ?  When  a  MILITARY 
monarch  could  preach,  or  at  leaft  infinuate  difobe- 
dience  and  defection  to  his  own  army !  and  dire£t 
thefe  orders  to  take  place  at  a  period,  and  under 
circumftances,  which  notorioufly  inflamed  the 
guilt  of  the  king ;  becaufe  Uriah  was  then  fight- 
ing for  his  unfaithful  matter ;  and  the  gallantry 
with  which,  in  all  likelihood,  he  fought,  and  the 
peculiar  perils  to  which  he  was  expofed  by  leading 
the  van  of  the  army,  and  heading  the  attack,  gave 
him  a  double  claim  to  all  the  poffible  aid  which  the 
foldiers  could  afford  him  !  No,  my  good  friend, 
this  part  of  David's  behaviour  will  admit  of  no 
foftenings  whatever.  Let  it  ftand  forth  in  its 
genuine  colours  of  guilt  and  deteftation.  Let  it 
be  an  everlafting  leflbn  to  the  fons  of  men,  of 
the  power  of  temptations,  of  the  weaknefs  of  hu- 
man virtue,  and  of  the  concatenation  of  vice. 
When  we  fee  fo  great  a  king  and  foldier  a&ing 
thfc  part  of  an  hypocrite,  a  coward,  and  a  ruffian  j 
fo  good  a  man  betrayed,  by  the  heat  of  paffion 
and  the  gradation  of  fin,  into  the  fouleft  of  all  enor- 
mities, adultery  and  murder ;  let  us  tremble  for  the 
inefficiency  of  our  own  virtue,  and  the  treachery 

of 
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of  our  own  hearts.  Inftead  of  paffing  a  fevere 
cenfure  upon  the  royal  criminal,  let  us  defcend 
into  our  own  breafts,  and  ferioufly  refolve  to 
amend  what  we  find  amifs  there.  If  we  are  fin- 
cere  and  impartial  in  our  fearch,  we  fhall  meet 
with  ample  matter  wherewith  to  reproach  our  own 
hearts^  and  fee  fo  much  to  condemn  and  rectify 
in  ourfelves,  that  we  fhall  have  no  time  to  criti- 
cife  with  malignity  and  acrimony  upon  the  fins 
and  mifcarriages  of  the  Hebrew  king.  In  a  word, 
let  us,  with  grateful  minds,  adore  Almighty  God 
for  his  gracious  difplay  of  mercy  and  forgive - 
nefs,  fo  glorioufly  illuftrated  in  the  example  of 
David  ;  whence  we  may  humbly  hope,  that, 
through  the  interceffion  of  a  Redeemer,  we  may 
find  pardon  and  acceptance  at  the  throne  of 
grace. 

But  to  proceed. — According  to  the. order  of 
time,  I  fhould  before  have  mentioned  an  action 
of  David,  which  the  hiftorian  treats  with  great 
feverity.  Nor  do  I  know,  indeed,  how  it  can 
bejuihfied.  I  fpeak  in  reference  to  David's  of- 
fering his  fervice  to  the  king  of  the  PhiliftinevS, 
who  were  marching  to  attack  the  Ifraelites.  The 
favours  which  David  had  received  from  Achifh, 
were  doubtlefs  not  fufficiently  obligatory  to  vindi- 
cate David  in  fighting  againft  his  own  countrymen. 
Dr.  Chandler  is  at  a  lofs  what  to  fay  in  David's  be- 
half: 
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half :  and,  this  moment,  a  thought  occurs  to  met 
which  throws  further  obfcurity  upon  this  paflage, 
How  could  David,  confiftently  with  loyalty  and 
duty,  join  an  army  of  aliens,  and  war  againft  HIS 
KING?  Now,  it  is  very  obfervable,  that  upon  all 
occafions  David  exprefles  the  higheft  reverence 
for  the  Lord's  anointed.  When  he  had  Saul  in 
his  immediate  power,  and  was  counfelled  by  Abi- 
fhai  to  finite  his  enemy  (or  to  give  Abifliai  leave 
to  fmite  him)  David  abhorred  the  advice,  and  re- 
plied, "  Deftroy  him  not — For  who  can  ftretch 
"  forth  his  hand  againft  the  Lord's  anointed  and  be 
"  guiltlefs  ?"  It  muft  alfo  be  remarked,  that  in 
all  his  expostulations  with  Saul,  he  infilled  upon 
the  loyalty  of  his  principles,  and  challenged  the 
king  to  point  out  a  fingle  breach  of  his  fidelity. 
Jonathan  urged  the  fame  argument  repeatedly, 
in  order  to  extinguifli  his  father's  refentment. 
How  then  came  it  about,  that  David  fhould,  all 
of  a  fudden,  forget  the  duty  he  owed  his  king, 
and  endeavour  to  enter  into  a  foreign  fervice, 
when  the  armies  of  the  foreigner  were  defigned  to 
fight  againft  Saul  ?  It  was  more  agreeable  to 
reafon,  fidelity,  and  religion,  for  David  to  have 
waved  all  tenders  of  his  fervices,  even  although 
Achifh  had  importunately  folicited  them.  But, 
thus  unafked,  to  plead  with  an  idolatrous  prince 
for  liberty  of  warring  againft  Saul  and  the  Ifra- 

elites, 


222       EXTRACTS    FROM 

elites,  appears  to  be  an  enormous  act  of  rebel* 
lion.  The  difficulty  too  is  ftill  encreafed,  when 
we  reflect,  that  at  this  very  period  David  was 
the  anointed  fucceflbr  to  Saul ;  and  confequentiy 
obliged  to  treat  the  Ifraelites  as  fubje£ts,  and  not 
as  enemies*  Here,  therefore,  SEEMS  to  be  ac- 
cumulated guilt ;  namely,  the  default  of  his  al- 
legiance to  his  king  and  of  duty  to  his  country. 

The  ftory  of  David's  behaviour  to  Shimei  is 
very  dark,  and  I  think  very  far  from  being  clear- 
ed  up  by  Dn  Chandler.  SKimei  had  treated  the 
broken-hearted  king  with  unparalleled  cruelty 
and  infolence.  But  David,  like  a  great  and  good 
man,  forgave  the  rebellious  mifcreant,  and  con- 
firmed his  pardon  with  the  fandlion  of  an  oath. 
Neverthelefs,  upon  his  death-bed,  he  charges  his 
fon  Solomon  not  to  hold  Shimei  guiltlefs ;  but 
to  bring  his  hoary  head  to  the  grave  with  blood. 
How  can  this  order  be  reconciled  with  that  text, 
"  Therefore  the  king  faid  unto  Shimei,  Thou 
"  Jhalt  not  die\  and  the  king  fware  unto  him  ?" 
If  I  remember  aright  (for  I  read  Chandler's 
book  very  curforily)  the  Doctor  fuppofes,  that,  not- 
withflanding  David  had  generoufly  pardoned 
Shimei,  yet  the  ungrateful  offender  privately  con- 
tinued to  plot  againft  the  family  upon  the  throne. 
And  the  Doctor  forms  thefe  fentiments  from  Da- 
vid's words  and  Solomon's  conduct.  The  dying 
5  monarch 
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monarch  had  fald  to  his  fon,  concerning  Shimei, 
*l  Thou  art  a  wife  man,  and  knoweft  what  thou 
"  oughteft  to  do  with  him ;  but  his  hoar-head 
*'  bring  thou  down  to  the  grave  with  blood." 
As  if  he  had  faid,  Thou  art  a  man  of  fenfe  and 
penetration,  thou  knoweft  the  feditious  and  tur- 
bulent principles  of  Shimei  ;  wherefore,  watch 
an  opportunity  of  punifhing  his  treachery  with 
death. — -And  afterwards  we  are  told,  that  Solo- 
mon prefcribed  fuch  confinement  and  narrow 
boundaries  to  Shimei,  which  kings  are  accuftom- 
ed  to  appoint,  when  they  fufpecl  a  former  rebel's 
attachment  to  his  old  caufe.  "  And  the  king  fent 
*'  and  called  for  Shimei,  and  faid  unto  him,  Build 
•'  thee  a  houfe  in  Jerufalem,  and  dwell  there, 
**  and  go  not  forth  thence  any  whither.  For  it 
"  mail  be?  that  on  the  day  thou  goeft  out,  and 
"  paffeft  over  the  brook  Kidron,  thou  {halt  know 
"  for  certain  that  thou  fhalt  furely  die."  A  few 
verfes  afterwards  we  find,  that  Shimei  broke  his 
promife,  and  accordingly  was  put  to  death. 

But  I  would  notice,  that  however  defervedly 
Shimei  was  deftroyed,  yet  the  fcripture  by  no 
means  afligns  his  breach  of  covenant  to  any  fe- 
ditious views.  Three  years  he  had  paft  in  his 
houfe  at  Jerufalem,  without  any  fufpicion  of  trea- 
fonable  practices.  The  occafion  of  his  leaving 

the 
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the  city  was  the  flight  of  two  fervants  into  th« 
country  of  the  Philiftines  ;  Shimei  went  in  pur* 
fuit  of  the  fugitives,  and  brought  them  frcrr 
Gath.  Solomon  was  made  acquainted  with 
Shimei's  conduct,  and  immediately  commanded 
Benaiah  to  flay  him. 

I  fhall  conclude  all  my  tedious  commentaries 
with  an  ingenious  ftri&ure  of  Dr.  Chandler  upon 
thefe  words — "  And  he  brought  forth  the  people 
u  that  were  therein,  and  put  them  under  faws  and 
"  under  harrows  of  iron,  and  under  axes  of  iron, 
41  and  made  them  pafs  through  the  brick-kiln." 

The  Doctor  acknowledges,  that  the  Hebrew 
words  here  are  difficult  to  be  underflood.  But 
by  a  careful  enquiry  into  the  roots  from  whence 
thefe  words  are  derived,  he  thinks  that  the  true 
meaning  of  them  is,  that  David,  agreeably  to  the 
cuflroms  of  all  nations  at  that  time  of  day,  made 
flaves  of  the  prifoners,  appointing  them  to  various 
kinds  of  fervitude — Some,  for  inftance,  to  huf- 
bandry,  fome  to  the  more  laborious  parts  of  the 
carpenter's  province,  and  others  to  the  making 
and  burning  bricks. 

Thus  I  have  given  you  a  fummary  of  feveral 
chapters  in  the  Do&or's  volume.  There  are 
many  learned  annotations,  which  I  have  left 
behind  ;  but  thofe  I  have  mentioned  will  be 

fufficient 
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fufficient  to  conciliate  your  good  opinion  of  the 
'orthy,  fenfible,  and  animated  author. 


Dear  Sir, 

BUT,  alas !  my  dear  friend,  how  little 
interefting  are  all  thefe  political  points,  when 
compared  with  the  important  fcenes  which  I  have 
been  witnefs  to  this  week  !  I  refer  to  the  fick* 
nefs  and  dying  couch  of  that  great  man  Dr. 
Young.  It  will  never  be  my  province  to  per- 
fonate  the  ftatefman,  or  to  move,  even  in  the 
moft  fubordinate  fphere,  relative  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  public  affairs:  but  to  act  the  part  of  a  frck 
and  expiring  mortal,  is  an  allotment  which  mull 
foon  be  my  portion ;  and  God  Almighty  grants 
that  I  may  be  enabled  to  fuftain  this  character 
with  patience,  fortitude,  and  faith  ! 

In  my  laft,  I  acquainted  you,  that  I  was  called 
to  Welwyn.  When  "I  arrived  there,  I  found  Dr. 
Yate  waiting  for  me.  It  feem&  he  had  beeij  fent 
for  three  or  four  days  before  my  affiftance  was 
defired.  Dr.  Young's  diforder  was  attended  with 
fome  o'ofcurity.  But  on  Tuefday  matters  wore 
a  very  difcouraging  afpect ;  and  on  Wednef- 
day,  Yate  and  myfelf  gave  up  the  cafe  as  loft. 
From  that  period  to  the  prefent,  Dr.  Young  hath 
II.  Q,  beea 
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*been  dying.  Whether  the  fcene  be  clofed  this 
evening  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  fay ;  but  this 
day,  at  noon,  the  phyficians  took  their  leave.  Dr. 
Young,  although  in  his  eighty-fixth  year,  has 
difputed  every  inch  of  ground  with  death,  from 
the  ftrength  of  his  conftitution,  never  impaired  in 
early  life  by  riot  and  debauchery.  As  I  fat  by  his 
bedfide,  how  earneftly  did  I  wifh  the  vital  knot 
untied  !  I  humbly  pray  God,  that  myfelf,  and  all 
who  are  connected  with  me,  whether  by  blood  or 
friendmip,  may  be  favoured  with  an  eafy  tranfi- 
tion  out  of  this  world  into  a  better.  For  long 
and  painful  agonizings  of  nature  under  her  diflb- 
lution,  appear  to  me  fufferings  hardly  inferior  to 
fome  of  the  fevereft  tortures  of  martyrdom ;  and 
confequently  trials,  which  require  apoftolical  at- 
tainments and  fupernatural  afliftances  to  fupport 
our  fouls  under  them. 

Your  friendfhip  will  excufe  the  melancholy  re- 
flections, for  the  fake  of  the  object  which  fug- 
gefted  them.  I  was  very  fond  of  Dr.  Young's 
company,  and  greatly  venerated  his  mental  abi- 
lities* 


Dear 
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Dear  Sir, 

THERE  is  a  great  luminary  (as  you 
juftly  obferve)  lately  fet— to  rife,  I  hope,  more 
glorious  in  another  world. 

It  is  paft  all  doubt  with  me,  that  Dr.  Young's 
Night  Thoughts  have  advanced  the  interefts  of 
religion.  For,  whatever  imperfe&ions  there  may 
be  in  that  performance,  there  are  indifputably 
fome  of  the  moft  ferious,  moft  important,  and 
moft  elevated  fentiments  (expreffed  in  the  moft 
nervous,  ftriking,  and  animated  language)  which 
have  ever  dropped  from  the  pen  of  man.  It  is 
faid  (and  perhaps  with  truth)  that  there  were 
oddities  in  Dr.  Young's  conduit.  But  thefc 
will  moulder  away  from  our  remembrance 
fafter  than  his  afhes ;  while  the  more  excellent 
parts  of  his  character,  like  the  colourings  of  a 
fine  picture,  will  brighten  by  time,  and  improve 
every  year  in  their  valuation.  Infidels  and  fenfu- 
alifts  regard  the  deceafed  as  an  enthufiaftic  or 
melancholic.  But  that  period  is  approaching, 
when  wifdom  will  be  juftified  of  her  children, 
and  when  intrinfic  worth  mail  mine  forth  as  the 
ftars  in  the  firmament. 

I  have  fometimes  thought,  when  I  have  heard 

men  of  literature  fpeak  with  indifference  of  Dr. 

Young's  abilities,  that  their  ftri&ures  have  pro* 

«•  '        2  ceeded 
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ceeded  from  a  fecret  principle  of  envy.  But 
when  this  generation  is  pafled  away,  I  dare  fay  the 
Doctor's  works  will  be  univerfally  held  in  great 
cfteem. 

Virtutem  incolumem  odin:us, 
Sublatam  ex  oculis  quasrimus  invidi. 


Dear  Doctor, 

I  SHALL  entertain  you  with  two  fto- 

ries  of  Dr.  E ,  which,  for  the  poignancy 

of  his  wit,  are  very  extraordinary  at  his  advanced 
years. 

I  fuppofe  it  will  be  needlefs  to  inform  you, 
that  he  hath  had  three  wives — whofe  deficiency 
of  underftanding,  or  futility  of  behaviour,  would 
have  exercifed  the  patience  of  a  faint. 

The  Doctor  fays,  that  fome  ftiort  time  ago,  a 
man  knocked  at  heaven's  gate,  foliciting  an  en- 
trance into  the  manfions  of  happinefs.  Peter 
(who,  you  know,  is  faid  to  keep  the  key)  en« 
quired  into  the  merits  of  the  petitioner's  requeft. 
The  fupplicant  replied,  that  in  the  days  of  his 
flefh  he  had  been  very  unhappy  in  his  choice  of 
a  wife.  His  cafe  was  commiferated,  his  plea 
was  allowed,  and  admiflion  was  granted. 

Another  fublunary  fufTerer,  who  had  heard  this 
comfortable  intelligence,  approached  heaven's 

portal 
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portal  with  confidence  of  fuccefs ;  and,  rapping  at 
the  door  with  the  faucy  air  of  a  lacquey,  ftrength- 
ened  his  claim  for  admittance,  by  urging,  that 
he  had  wedded  TWO  very  bad  wives. — Two! 
replied  the  celeftial  janitor,  with  furprife  !  Prithee, 
faid  he,  get  you  about  your  bufinefs,  man  ;  we 
never  receive  fools  into  our  fociety. 

An  impetuous  young  puppy  was  lately  in  the 
Doctor's  company  j  at  which  time  he  inveighed 
feverely  againft  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  for  the 
deftruction  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  made 
of  the  rebels  at  the  battle  of  Culloden.  The 
{tripling  called  the  Duke  by  the  opprobrious 
name  of  Butcher,  and  affirmed  his  Highnefs,  af- 
ter the  engagement  was  over,  had,  in  cool  blood, 
and  with  his  own  hand,  murdered  five  hundred 
of  the  enemy.  The  ecclefiaftical  fage  rejoined, 
farcaftically,  <  And  what !  was  that  all  ?'  «  All !" 
faid  the  youth,  with  a  face  of  wonder — "  Why, 
"  were  not  five  hundred  victims  fufficient  in- 
«  fiances  of  the  duke's  cruelty  ?"  c  Poo,  poo !' 
anfwered  the  Doctor,  <  you  have  got  your  ftorj 
'  by  halves.  His  Highnefs,  after  he  had  daughter- 
«  ed  five  hundred  Highlanders,  eat  up  every  one 
4  of  them,  which  hath  occafioned  his  exceffive 
?  corpulency.' 


Dear 
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Dear  Sir, 

MAY  I  exprefs  my  joy  at  hearing  that 
Mrs.  W.  is  not  yet  commenced  an  immortal  ? 
Though  I  doubt  not  but  file  would  be  a  gainer 
by  fuch  an  exchange,  yet  they  who  are  acquaint- 
ed with  her,  will  be  better  pleafed  at  her  further 
continuance  in  the  flefh.  Her  fyflem  is  a  very 
delicate  one ;  not  fo  properly  upholden  by  internal 
ftrength  as  by  eafe  and  tendernefs.  Thus  a  {mall 
taper,  with  a  {lender  wick  and  feeble  flame*  fhall 
laft  as  long  as  a  candle  of  fix  to  the  pound,  pro- 
vided it  be  defended  from  all  rude  blafts  of 
wh»d,  and  other  boifterous  contingencies.  That 
it  may  burn  long,  and  burn  bright,  is  my  hearty 
wifh.  And,  if  you  pleafe,  the  fame  benediction 
lhall  be  extended  to  your  own  luminary  of  life. 


My  dear  Friend, 

AND  thus  you  learn,  that  the  rich  man 
died !  It  may  not  become  you  and  me  to  make, 
from  this  event,  any  inferences  anfwerable  to  that 
chapter  of  St.  Luke  from  whence  I  have  bor- 
rowed my  capitals.  But  as  I  ftood  by  the  bed- 
fide,  and  enquired  into  the  age  of  the  dying 
man,  I  could  not  help  thinking,  that  the  parity 
of  our  years  (fir  it  ficms  he  bad  not  commenced 
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«  fexagfnarian)  fuggefted  to  me  a  moft  impor- 
tant lefTon ;  namely,  that  the  fame  common 
enemy,  who  was  then  encountering  Mr.  *  *  *  * 
was  likewife  in  full  march  towards  me,  and  would 
as  certainly  overtake  me. 

I  have  frequently  thought  how  great  muft  be 
the  furprife  of  a  foul  juft  difembodied  !  The  no- 
velty of  the  fcenes  muft  powerfully  affecl:  even 
every  good  man.  But  if  the  deceafed  were  un- 
happily of  a  different  character,  what  inexpreflibie 
confternation  and  terror  muft  feize  the  guilty 
ftranger  ! 

Are  thefe  reflections  owing  to  the  prejudices 
of  education,  as  the  gay  part^f  the  world  would 
fay  they  are ;  or  are  they  not  the  natural  anJ  ob- 
vious thoughts  of  a  reafonable  being  ?  efpecially 
of  a  man  who  believes  a  futurity,  and  that  his 
conduct  in  this  world  will  influence  his  condition 
in  the  next. 


Dear  Sir, 

I  AM  forry  you  are  a  farmer  again ;  be- 
caufe  I  think  that  not  one  in  a  thoufand  of  that 
profeffion  is  an  honeft  man.  It^was  faid  by  Au- 
guftus  Csfar,  that  he  held  phyficians  cheap,  be- 
caufe  he  thought  their  interefts  were  fo  clofely 
conneaed  with  difeafes,  that  they  muft  be  tempt- 

~A 


23*  E  X  T  R  A  C  T  S,  &c. 

ed  to  wifh  evil  to  mankind.  Do  not  wealthy 
farmers,  wifh  fcarcity  to  a  community,  that  they 
may  avail  themfelves  of  a  general  want  ? 

Formerly,  when  a  raw  unexperienced  boy,  I 
was  ufed  to  entertain  a  moft  favourable  opinion 
of  the  innocence  and  probity  of  the  clafs  of  men 
I  am  fpeaking  of.  This  error  I  was  certainly  led 
into  by  books. 

But  now,  whatever  poets  write, 
*Tis  fure  the  cafe  is  alter'd  quite. 
Virtue  no  more  in  rural  plain?, 
Or  Innocence  or  Peace  remains  j 
But  Vice  is  in  the  cottage  found, 
And  country  girls  are  oft  unfouml. 
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